
City of Marquette, MI

Meeting Agenda
City Commission

 
Monday, October 27, 2025

6:00 PM
Commission Chambers

 

300 West Baraga Ave
Marquette, Michigan 49855

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Approval of the Agenda

Announcements

Boards and Committees

1. Appointment(s)
Johanna Worley to the Arts and Culture Advisory Committee for an unexpired term
ending 06-01-28
Jacob Guter to the Planning Commission for an unexpired term ending 2-15-26 and the
subsequent term ending 2-15-29

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Presentation(s)

2. Citizen's Academy Graduation
3. Local Officers Compensation Commission, by Stephen Swentik

Public Hearing(s)

4. CDBG Closeout - Roll Call Vote
5. Ordinance #25-13: Conditional Rezoning for 1700 Division Street - Roll Call Vote

6. Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote

6.a. Approve the minutes of the October 14, 2025 regular Commission meeting
6.b. Approve the total bills payable in the amount of $4,797,165.72
6.c. Adoption of Amended Marketing Plan
6.d. Adoption of Amended Public Participation Plan
6.e. Application for License to Use City Property adjacent to 852 W. Bluff Street
6.f. Application for License to Use City Property adjacent to 401 W. Washington Street
6.g. Community Foundation of Marquette County - Grant Award
6.h. Fee Schedule Amendment - Roll Call Vote
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6.i. Fire Labor Agreement
6.j. Hemlock Park - Sanitary Sewer Easement Acceptance
6.k. Marquette Senior High School Club Softball Non-Profit Status - Roll Call Vote
6.l. Master Agreement to Purchase Services (In-Home Services)
6.m. Retiree Medicare Advantage Health Insurance
6.n. Winter Parking Ban Resolution - Roll Call Vote
6.o. Zamboni Purchase

New Business

7. Plow Truck Purchase

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Comments from the Commission

Comments from the City Manager

Adjournment

  
Kyle Whitney, City Clerk  

If you require assistance to participate in any meeting, program or activity offered by the City of
Marquette, please provide advanced notice to City of Marquette ADA Coordinator Eric Stemen at
906-225-8978 or via email at estemen@marquettemi.gov.
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Public Hearing(s)
CDBG Closeout - Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
The City of Marquette was the recipient of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds
to assist with the demolition of a portion of the former Marquette General Hospital. These funds
were distributed to the Northern Michigan University Foundation (NMUF), the property owner and
project manager, to provide for the removal of portions of the former hospital campus that were
affected by blight and disuse. The specific demolition funded by these funds are the buildings that
were bounded by College Avenue, Magnetic Street, Hebard Court, and Seventh Street, with the
addition of the "bridge" building.
 
This public hearing was scheduled at the October 14, 2025 City Commission meeting and the
notice was published according to the required guidelines.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the resolution acknowledging the closeout of the CDBG project, and authorize the Mayor
to sign.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Resolution
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Resolution 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROJECT CLOSEOUT 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Marquette received a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) from 
the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) for the Former MGH Hospital 
Demolition Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the total CDBG project cost was $9,415,966, of which $8,013,951 was funded 
through the CDBG program and $1,401,015 was provided from private funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project has been completed in accordance with the grant agreement and all 
applicable state and federal requirements; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission of the City of Marquette 
hereby closes out the CDBG grant for the Former MGH Hospital Demolition Project and 
acknowledges the successful completion of the project and expenditure of all funds. 
 
Adopted this 27th  day of October, 2025. 
 
 
                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                      Jessica Hanley, Mayor 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Public Hearing(s)
Ordinance #25-13: Conditional Rezoning for 1700 Division Street - Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
The City recently received a request to conditionally rezone the property at 1700 Division Street
from Mixed-Use (M-U) to General Commercial with Conditional Rezoning (GC CR). Pursuant to
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, MCL 125.3405, “An owner of land may voluntarily offer in writing,
and the local unit of government may approve, certain use and development of the land as a condition
to a rezoning of the land or an amendment to a zoning map”.
 
On September 16, 2025, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing and discussed
the proposed rezoning, in accordance with procedures established in the Land Development
Code for evaluating rezoning requests. The following motion was made to recommend approval
of the request:
  

It was moved by S. Lawry, seconded by D. Fetter, and carried 5-0 that after conducting a
public hearing and review of the application and STAFF REPORT/ANALYSIS for 01-
REZ-09-25, the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning with conditions
is consistent with the Community Master Plan and meets the requirements of the Land
Development Code Section 54.1405, and hereby recommends that the City
Commission approve 01-REZ-09-25 as presented.

 
The Conditional Rezoning application, staff file review/analysis, and minutes of the September 16,
2025 meeting are attached. A Conditional Rezoning Agreement will need to be drafted and
approved.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Following the Public Hearing, adopt Ordinance #25-13 rezoning 1700 Division Street from Mixed-
Use (M-U), to General Commercial with Conditional Rezoning (GC CR) as recommended by the
Planning Commission, direct the City Attorney to draft a Conditional Rezoning Agreement, and
authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Ordinance.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.
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ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Planning Commission meeting minutes of 9-16-25
Staff Report Packet_01-REZ-09-25 1700 Division St
Ordinance 25-13

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 6 of 169



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 16, 2025 

 

    A regular meeting of the Marquette City Planning Commission was duly called and held at 

6:00p.m. on Tuesday, September 16, 2025, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. This meeting 

is also available to view on video online at the City’s website. 

ROLL CALL 

Planning Commission (PC) members present (5): K. Hunter, J. Fitkin, Chair Kevin Clegg, D. Fetter, S. 

Lawry 

PC Members absent (2): M. Rayner, Vice-Chair A. Wilkinson 

Staff present: City Planner and Zoning Administrator D. Stensaas. 

 

AGENDA 

It was moved by S. Lawry, seconded by K. Hunter, and carried 5-0 to approve the agenda as presented. 

 
MINUTES 

It was moved by S. Lawry, seconded by J. Fitkin, and carried 5-0 to approve the minutes of the August 

19, 2025, meeting with changes to a name and a motion, as noted by S. Lawry and J. Fitkin. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
A. 01-REZ-09-25 – 1700 Division St. - Request to Rezone w/ Conditions from MU to GC-CR 

Chair K. Clegg introduced the item and asked City Staff to present their information for this case. 

City Planner and Zoning Administrator D. Stensaas stated: 

Tonight the Planning Commission is being asked to make a recommendation to the City Commission 

regarding a request to rezone the property. This is not a development approval or a development 

request; it’s a rezoning request for the property located at 1700 Division Street. It’s currently zoned 

Mixed-Use, requested to be zoned General Commercial with Conditional Rezoning The materials the 

Planning Commission is being provided with include a sample motion for this, basic information about the 

parcel, where it lays, what the adjacent parcels next to it are zoned, the provision of utilities, the current 

zoning district standards, the intent of the Mixed-Use district, the permitted and Special Land Uses that 

are currently provided for the Mixed-Use district, the dimensional regulations for the Mixed-Use zoning 

district, and footnotes that go along with those dimensional regulations. There are a lot of footnotes. 

Then we have landscaping design standards for that zoning district. 

 

Now, we get to the proposed zoning with conditions. This page is what the applicant provided to the 

Planning Commission, and per the State Law that regulates zoning, the Zoning Enabling Act, an applicant 

can propose to rezone the property with conditions that the Planning Commission or City Commission 

cannot counter. This is not a negotiation. The Planning Commission will either vote up or down. The City 

Commission will get the recommendation from the Planning Commission and make their own decision. 

What this sheet shows you, from the applicant, is the uses that are being exempted out of the possibility 

of use if this rezoning is approved. The Planning Commission has done their homework, but I will say 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 7 of 169



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 16, 2025 

 

this, that our staff has verified that the uses shown here that are left, the ones that are not crossed out 

and highlighted, are exactly the same as what is now allowed in the Mixed-Use district for both permitted 

and Special uses - with the exception of these four items for Storage Facilities, Self-Storage and Indoor 

Storage as principal or accessory uses. These are the only options as a Special Land Use. These are the 

only things different than what is currently allowed in the Mixed-Use district. 

 

As a Special Land Use, that requires, if this property is rezoned and the applicant chooses to pursue a 

development proposal for this, they go through a Special Land Use application with site plans submitted 

for the use, with the specific design and use of that property that they’re seeking, and that comes before 

a hearing of the Planning Commission. This is not the development. There is no development proposal 

on the table tonight, but there could be in the future with a Special Land Use request. 

 

The rest of this section covers the dimensional requirements for that general commercial district. The 

main difference is that the lot sizes are a little different, but there is a larger side yard setback 

requirement. As we get into landscape buffer requirements, that district does have landscape buffer 

requirements for specific uses, including item (f) Any 24-hour non-residential use of the property, so 

there are landscape buffer requirements. The rest of the staff file report is the zoning ordinance 

amendment procedures, which we are going through tonight, and standards for a review of the 

amendments. We have provided comments to the Planning Commission on our analysis of how this 

proposal lines up with the requirements, the standards of review, for the Community Master Plan 

recommendations, which this is the first rezoning under our new land use typology that’s recommended 

in the Community Master Plan, since the Master Plan was adopted last October. Its a completely different 

type of land use map for the City, which places an emphasis on the general area and not specific parcels 

in the area. The Master Plan states “the future land use plans not necessarily concern specific uses of 

each parcel, instead considers the collective uses for each area that establishes a place within Marquette. 

This Plan prioritizes the function and atmosphere of specific areas or places over discrete land use 

classification. The future land use map divides Marquette into eleven distinct place types. The boundaries 

of these places are not drawn at a parcel boundary but instead follow general land use patterns and 

trends. It leaves the specificity of future land use decisions to the Planning Commission and planning 

staff while providing overall guidance.” 

 

So, the Planning Commission has access to all of the Master Plan recommendations for each place type, 

as does the community, it’s in the Community Master Plan. Then we get into the intent and purpose of 

the zoning ordinance, the street system, utilities and services, changed conditions since the zoning 

ordinance was adopted, Land Development Code, exclusionary zoning, environment features, potential 

land use and impacts, relationship to surrounding zoning districts and compliance with the proposed 

district, alternative districts, rezoning as preferable to a text amendment to the zoning ordinance, and 

isolated incompatible zones are prohibited. Then it just gets into the other procedural stuff, notifications 

that are required, and it does discuss the conditional rezoning agreement, which in this case is much 

different than the typical rezoning. The applicant provides an agreement which outlines what they are 

proposing and there are several specific items here that are required to be answered in that rezoning 

agreement. That can be provided after this hearing but before the City Commission, so the City 

Commission has that rezoning agreement but it’s pretty straightforward, and then some other procedural 

stuff, expiration of approval. That’s the staff report. 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 16, 2025 

 

Then we have the application itself, and the applicant specified which uses they were excluding from the 

General Commercial district. As I said, they are everything except those storage uses and uses that are 

already allowed in Mixed-Use [districts]. The only uses that aren’t already allowed in Mixed-Use that the 

applicant submitted for, which are the Special Land Uses, are for Storage Facility, Self-Storage and 

Indoor Storage, which are only allowed in the General Commercial districts or Regional Commercial 

districts or Industrial districts. 

 

He showed the following items on the monitors in the room and described them – the dimensional 

requirements in the application, the location map with the parcel outlined in blue, the parcel map, 

showing the location on Division St., the block map with the parcel outlined in blue, showing utilities, the 

zoning map showing relation to other parcels, the zoning of other parcels in the area, photos of the site, 

our public notice for this meeting, and the Future Land Use Map. He said that the dark blue section is 

the South Marquette place type, and showed the rezoning considerations for the Planning Commissions 

and said that they must consider these for every rezoning that comes before them. He said there were 

three pieces of correspondence that were provided before the application was published to the City’s 

website and provided to the Planning Commission and in addition to that he received one piece of 

correspondence and that is the last thing in this packet for this case. He read that piece of 

correspondence, received on Sunday the 14th: 

“Dear Sir/Madam, 

We will not be able to attend the rezoning meeting regarding this issue. We are against rezoning this 

property. Self-storage facility does not fit in our neighborhood. Unlike the small businesses on Division 

St., a self-storage facility is unstaffed, open to more traffic, more noise and more trouble in our relatively 

quiet area. In addition, they are ugly. Having lived near a self-storage complex previously, I can attest 

there are other unpleasantries that go on occasionally at these facilities. Thank you for your 

consideration. Our response is a big fat NO. Donald and Marty Lacomb, 215 Sandstone Dr.” 

 
He said that’s all I have. 

 
K. Clegg invited the applicant to speak. 

 

Mr. Logan Stauber, the applicant, stated: 

I am requesting a conditional rezoning tonight from Mixed-Use. This property has sat undeveloped for a 

long period of time, and I strongly feel it fits the character and nature of the area. I am politely 

requesting rezoning with conditions. As Dave said and is highlighted, I took the Mixed-Use district and 

simply transferred everything that is currently allowed in Mixed-Use to this, with the exception for mixed 

storage. I really appreciate your consideration. And one other note, while tonight’s hearing isn’t 

specifically for it, for those of you who sat through the meeting, I’d really like to build a storage facility. If 

we get through this, the rezoning process, then I will be applying at a later date for that. Thank you for 

your consideration. 

 

K. Clegg opened the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Robert Jensen, 237 Rockwood Dr., my wife and I reside at 237 Rockwood Dr., directly across the 

street from the subject parcel. We object to the rezoning and installation of a self-storage facility on this 

site. 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 16, 2025 

 

1. It does not fit in with the neighboring properties usage. There are several established commercial 

businesses along Division Street, however they are primarily standalone buildings with one or two 

tenants. These businesses conduct their business during the daytime hours and do not draw 

traffic outside these daytime hours. 

2. Most buildings in the area are homes. 

3. No information has been provided to us or our neighbors about the size, scope or hours of 

operation. We do not feel that 24 hour self-storage, with associated car and truck traffic and 

noise is conducive to our neighborhood. We wonder what kind of security will be afforded such a 

business to prevent nighttime theft, etc. 

To summarize, we object to the rezoning to allow for a self-storage facility. 

 
Mr. Daniel Meaney, of 400 Stone Quarry Dr., stated: 

Me and my wife Tanya Jennings are right across from the creek. My front window will look right into this 

complex. Currently, there are full blown trees there. And this protected Orianna Creek, I’m concerned 

about. But my front yard will look directly into this complex. My neighbor’s back yards are going to be 

fifty feet from this complex. They have decks there and their children play there. I don’t know who gave 

the approval of putting up the monstrosity power poles. So, you are now going to add this into our 

neighborhood. So, we have the power poles and now we’re going to have black asphalt, buildings of 

what height has not been determined. Another thing that hasn’t been determined is how much hesitation 

you are going to take out at the crossing of the two creeks there. This will significantly affect our 

standard of living, our resale value and our taxable value by having this type of complex there. I 

understand it’s a quiet business but that doesn’t negate the fact of what we would have to look at 24/7, a 

piece of property like this. From now we see beautiful birch trees, pine trees, and the streams going 

through there. I don’t know what access you are talking about, two entrances? One entrance on a 

corner? You would think there might be a safety issue. I totally oppose this development in our 

neighborhood and I’m wondering whether all of you have walked that property. And literally walk and 

looked at that property and across the stream and all of my neighbor’s back yards. I would like you to 

vote no. Thank you. 

 

Mr. Mark Miller, of 474 Stone Quarry Dr., stated: 

I live with my wife Laura, and we own our house. I’m sure she will want to talk. First, I want to thank the 

Planning Commission members for volunteering for what can be a thankless job at times. I am opposed 

to the conditional rezoning. I am somewhat familiar with conditional rezoning. The conditions have to be 

proposed by the owner/developer. From where I stand, there is no certainty what the development could 

like. There are no plans submitted with it. And I feel that the self-storage proposal per the application is 

not really compatible with the neighborhood. Some of the uses which are permitted in the existing zoning 

district, like drive-throughs, I don’t feel are appropriate for that neighborhood. We are against the 

proposal. Thank you. 

 
Mr. Richard Hartwig, of 217 Sandstone Dr., stated: 

We are with the opening of our fence directly across. My concern is 1. Lighting. I have never owned 

storage facilities in the past. We could be really flooded with light at night and that’s a big concern of 

ours. Also, this would be an ideal spot for Mar-Z-Dotes to store materials, this kind of thing. If it’s just on 

the street, we would have signs out there all night long. A 40’ building, the lighting is what really 

concerns us. So, I just wanted to mention that that’s what our opposition is. We have no idea other than 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 16, 2025 

 

this proposal for this and until we hear more about it, we’re going to stand in opposition to it. Thank you 

for your time. 

 

Mr. Thomas Solka, of 221 Sandstone Dr., stated: 

I live with my wife Elizabeth off of Division St. Gratefully appreciate the Planning Commission’s service 

and the decisions you have to make are never easy. Simply said, I stand in support of the other property 

owners in this area, residential uses. I second everything that was said. And I also stand in support of 

condo association board of directors that you received written communication. I understand there will be 

another opportunity to have input on the development plan when and if it comes, but I do join the other 

speakers here and question the appropriateness of this use on the rezoning request. Thank you for your 

fair consideration of all that you have heard. Thank you. 

 

Ms. Laura Miller, of 474 Stone Quarry Dr., stated: 

I don’t know anything about this, but I just moved here. I didn’t really want to move to South Marquette. 

There’s not a lot of stuff to do in that area. I would like to see maybe something more friendly to the 

community. I don’t even know how they are going to fit these in that little section, that little piece of 

land. It’s just a narrow, narrow strip. That’s an eyesore, it’s so unfriendly to the community and I would 

really like to see that space opened up to people that live there. Whether it’s maybe a double family 

house even or something that brings the community in or opens that space up more to the use of the 

people that live in that area. Seems rather neglected compared to the rest of Marquette. Marquette is a 

beautiful city, I would just like to see that come this way a little bit. And I don’t think those are beautiful. 

 

Mr. Brian Zinser, of 217 Crestview Drive, stated: 

I am a member of the Board of Directors of the Shiras Point Condominium Association which represents 

thirty-three residential units directly across the street. Many of our residents have already spoken tonight. 

I just want to reiterate what our Board submitted in writing. We are totally against this. Unanimously 

against this proposed rezoning. I don’t know if you have been in South Marquette, but we’ve got utility 

poles and I don’t even know how that got approved, why they didn’t go underground. I know that’s not 

up to you here but between these industrial utility poles and work related lighting which somebody 

mentioned, will most likely be flooding the area. The other question that I would have is does that mean 

that the billboard that’s on that side would also remain on site if it was rezoned. 

 

Ms. Paula McCormick, of 468 Stone Quarry Dr., stated: 

Thank you for serving on the Commission. I’m just coming up to support what all of these people have 

just said. I don’t even have to say anything because they have already said it for me for various reasons. 

I’m in favor of that for that for most of the reasons that they gave. Thank you. 

 

Seeing no other commenters, K. Clegg closed the public hearing. 

 

It was moved by J. Fitkin, seconded by D. Fetter, and carried 5-0 to suspend the rules for 

discussion. 

 
J. Fitkin stated : 

I recognize we are looking at a rezoning request and not a site plan proposal. I hear all the public 

comments. I notice that I think that this particular parcel is kind of on like a boundary. I think it would be 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 16, 2025 

 

clearly a compatible use if it was one block over. It’s definitely on the fence whether it’s a compatible use 

in the area. The Master Plan talks about the South Marquette neighborhood and specifically notes 

Division Street will have the look and feel of a village main street with buildings close to the walks and 

parking hidden behind the buildings or permitted on street with sandstone buildings and what not. It’s 

hard not knowing exactly what the project is that would go there. Seeing the crossing of the two streams 

does present concerns. I don’t think a self-storage unit would have significant run off into those streams 

and I think that our Overlay District would likely protect those areas from encroaching on a stream too 

closely. 

 
Mr. Stauber said that to protect the rivers it’s twenty five feet. 

 

K. Clegg stated I have a question regarding the Riparian Overlay. So, it’s twenty five feet for both side 

yard and back yard? 

 

D. Stensaas stated the Riparian Overlay requires a minimum of twenty-five feet plus a slope factor that 

might add a little bit of extra distance from the edge of the stream bank to any buildings that could be 

built. So that would apply to both Orianna Brook and Billy Butcher Creek. 

 
K. Clegg asked if we have any idea how much square footage remains on that parcel after the twenty- 

five feet and the front yard setback? 

 
D. Stensaas stated that’s probably a better question for Mr. Stauber because I know he’s had an engineer 

looking at the parcel and that kind of thing. 

 

Mr. Stauber stated it’s roughly an acre, maybe towards an acre and a half, but a full acre. 

 

S. Lawry said if we rezone this, obviously the billboard that is there now is grandfathered into the existing 

zoning, but if we rezone it, does it maintain that grandfathered status or does it have a specific deadline 

to be removed? 

 

D. Stensaas said that it does retain its status as a legal non-conforming sign and it will continue to be a 

legal non-conforming sign until it basically falls apart and can’t be structurally maintained anymore, or 

until the property owner chooses to get rid of it. 

 

S. Lawry said to address a couple of the concerns that we heard from the public, the current zoning 

ordinance and the riparian buffer strips that were mentioned here, will pretty much require that all of the 

trees that presently border the streams remain during whatever development occurs there, no matter 

what type of development it is, so those screens will stay in place from the opposite sides of the streams 

and you’re not going to see much of whatever type of development occurs there. He also said that as far 

as lighting, the zoning ordinance requires whatever type of development occurs, no lighting can leave the 

property. Any lights on the property have to shine down, the cone of light has to stay within the property 

boundaries. So, it’s not going to be a glare across the street or something of that nature, and that would 

be the case no matter what zoning or type of development should occur. 

He also stated: 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 16, 2025 

 

I did want to bring up the fact that the Planning Commission did discuss this issue a year or so ago. Mr. 

Stauber had at least explored the idea of a text amendment to zoning ordinance. I think they would have 

allowed for self-storage in the Mixed-Use district zoning, and we have Mixed-Use district zoning 

throughout the entire community, scattered along most of the major streets. The Planning Commission 

discussed that. I don’t know if it was a formal application, I think it was discussed informally. It was 

discussed at an open meeting and it was determined that while there may be a few Mixed-Use sites in 

the City where it would not be a problem, that most of those sites in the City would not support self- 

storage units, so we were indicating that perhaps this one was isolated enough that it might support 

something. That’s no commitment from a Planning Commission, but there was an indication to him that it 

might be something that would evolve to that, but that we weren’t interested in changing the zoning 

ordinance to allow them in other Mixed-Use areas. There are some in the City right now in Industrial 

areas, I think there’s two in Industrial zoned areas, and one in a Mixed-Use area. 

 

Mr. Stauber stated there are two currently in Mixed-Use districts. There’s Lock and Leave Storage off of 

Presque Isle, and right by Wright St., across from Tourist Park is also Mixed-Use. 

 

S. Lawry stated: 

The project has at least been under consideration for a while and does have other options. There’s a lot 

of development that could take place within the Mixed-Use district, and you saw earlier the list of options 

that property owners have. I believe the last actual productive use of this property was by Mr. Daryl 

Hawker who had a mobile home sales business on the property, and typically had about three mobile 

homes for people to inspect there, as well as an office trailer. That probably closed about fifty years ago. 

So, it sat there pretty much vacant for the last fifty years. I do know that the large power poles that the 

public has mentioned certainly seem like they would probably devalue this property or at least make it far 

less attractive for residential development than it was previously, and it wasn’t attracting residential 

development during that fifty years either. So, I think it’s likely to see some type of non-residential 

development, whether it’s this proposal or something else. I think we need to consider it from that 

standpoint. There are a number of non-residential uses that could take place under our current zoning 

ordinance on the property, but this one that is being proposed if it’s rezoned. The other point I have is 

that the General Commercial zoning district abuts Shiras Point Condominium property on the north, 

directly abuts it and the street separating (inaudible) barrier, and there’s warehousing in place there, so I 

think that’s also something else to consider. Thank you. 

 

K. Clegg stated that we do need to consider all the potential uses of the zoning district, but the parcel at 

1604 Division is currently zoned Mixed-Use, and if we rezone this with conditions, is that not affording 

this parcel at 1700 rights and privileges that are not afforded to that at 1604? 

 

D. Stensaas stated well yes, but that’s why there is the conditional rezoning option. It is an exception to 

the normal rezoning process. So, a lot of things that would apply in the spot zoning consideration don’t 

apply here because it is a different process. 

 
K. Clegg stated but then this becomes an isolated zone according to our Land Development Code. 

 

D. Stensaas stated that that’s a matter of interpretation. That’s completely an interpretation if it’s isolated 

zone or not. What’s isolation? As a Mixed-Use district, is it isolated now from other Mixed-Use districts? 
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Maybe a little bit. It would be isolated from most of the General Commercial district so that’s something 

you’ve got to consider, whether that’s enough of a factor to rule that it’s incompatible. I would remind 

everyone that prior to the rezoning of many of these parcels in 2019, most of Division St. was General 

Commercial, or a lot of these properties were General Commercial. The Planning Commission rezoned 

much of the Division St. area and Hampton St. to Mixed-Use to promote more mixing of residential and 

commercial instead of just solidly commercial uses that were only allowed in those General Commercial 

districts. 

 

K. Clegg stated correct me if I’m wrong but our intention with the Mixed-Use zoning district was to 

promote that neighborhood feel, which we have seen evidence of in our Master Plan. 

 

D. Stensaas stated I wouldn’t necessarily say that is true. As Mr. Lawry talked about before, the Planning 

Commission decided they didn’t want to change the Mixed-Use district standards or land uses to allow for 

storage because they wanted to promote the residential aspect of Mixed-Use more than the commercial 

aspect in most of the areas of the city that have been rezoned to Mixed-Use. Which didn’t exist, Mixed-

Use districts did not exist before 2019. This is a brand new zoning district as of 2019. So Mixed-Use, like 

N. Third St, and downtown is the Central Business district but it’s a Mixed-Use district. The Downtown 

Waterfront district where you have working waterfront uses like Thill’s and the Dock Association, that’s a 

Mixed-Use district. It is to promote the mixing of uses, but as Steve said, with storage uses, the Planning 

Commission decided those are more suitable for General Commercial. 

 

K. Clegg stated regarding the conditional rezoning of a property, my understanding is it will run with the 

land if Mr. Stauber decides to sell it, and would a parcel owner simply be able to strike all unapplicable 

uses of the land in order to achieve a different conditional zoning? If he wants to do a storage unit but if 

somebody else is applying for something else elsewhere, it’s not super applicable, I’m just trying to 

understand conditional rezoning as a process. 

 

D. Stensaas stated this is by the book. We wouldn’t be having this hearing if he didn’t do it right. We 

accepted his application because he provided what was required, which is to take everything out of the 

proposal that you aren’t intending to pursue as a development option. So, it takes completely off the 

table, if it gets approved, all of those things that were struck through. I’m not sure if I missed something 

in your question. Somebody else could propose a different set or different use that would be in a 

different zoning district potentially than this one. The mobile home park could propose to expand into 

that property for instance. 

 

Mr. Stauber stated I just want to say thank you for the comments. In my exploration of self-storage and 

zoning in general, I found a lot of municipalities classify specifically, these type of uses in their 

Recreational districts, which I know Marquette doesn’t have one that is specific to that, but some that are 

in that Mixed-Use district because they’re low for example, most facilities are low-impact. Currently in 

Mixed-Uses there is Light Duty Manufacturing, Drive Throughs, and I believe Gas Stations currently zoned 

in Mixed-Use district, so just concerns of what could be there. And this parcel, I just wanted to say, 

driving through the area, what led me to that was the look and the feel of the area is very much General 

Commercial, whether it be grandfathered nature or just what’s taking place, for example Mare-Z-Doats 

having large shipping containers and storage than just on the other side that Mr. Stensaas has said, that 

there’s basically a snow plowing business that has storing of vehicles, etc. that very much fits the area. 
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One thing I would say, if I do go for something like that, it’s a very low-impact use. It would not impact 

the rivers or streams. In terms of lighting, all lighting would be facing downwards, and it would be a 

fortress build where you can’t see the facility. I understand there’s a healthy amount of concern, and 

nobody wants to see the character of their neighborhood, and I can assure this Planning Commission and 

the general public everything I’ve done in my entrepreneurial career I’ve done to the highest level and 

professional standard, and I would do the exact same with this project. Thank you. 

 

K. Clegg said that if there was no more discussion, the Commission will turn to the standards of review 

(and he began reading the standards for discussion). 

 

(D) Standards of Review for Amendments. Because Conditional Rezoning is an alternative to standard 

rezoning, the required analyses for “compatibility with the Community Master Plan” and “spot zoning” for 

a standard rezoning request are not applicable. The Planning Commission must review all supporting 

information, this report in particular, and the attachment titled Rezoning Considerations for Planning 

Commissions, and hold a public hearing for community input prior to making a determination of whether 

to recommend approval or the request as presented or not. 

 

(1) Master Plan 

 

(2) Intent and Purpose of the Zoning Ordinance. Consistency with the basic intent and purpose of this 

Zoning Ordinance. Please see above - "Zoning District and Standards". 

 

(3) Street System. The capability of the street system to safely and efficiently to accommodate the 

expected traffic generated by uses permitted in the requested zoning district. “Division Street is classified 

as an “Minor Arterial” per the Community Master Plan; therefore, vehicular traffic volumes are moderate. 

 

(4) Utilities and Services. The capacity of the City’s utilities and services sufficient to accommodate the 

uses permitted in the requested district without compromising the health, safety, and welfare of the City. 

“There are no problems anticipated.” 

(5) Changed Conditions Since the Zoning Ordinance Was Adopted or Errors to the Zoning Ordinance. 

That conditions have changed since the Zoning Ordinance was adopted or there was an error in the 

Zoning Ordinance that justifies the amendment. “No conditions have changed nor was there an error in 

the Zoning Ordinance.” 

 

(6) No Exclusionary Zoning. That the amendment will not be expected to result in exclusionary zoning. 

“The proposal will not result in any substantial changes that would make exclusionary zoning more 

likely.” 

 

(7) Environmental Features. If a rezoning is requested, compatibility of the site’s physical, geological, 

hydrological and other environmental features with the uses permitted in the proposed zoning district. 

“The proposed zoning is generally compatible with site’s physical, geological, hydrological and other 

environmental features with the uses permitted in the proposed zoning district. A Riparian Overlay district 

is applicable to this parcel, as Orianna Creek and Billy Butcher 

Creek are on the property.” 
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K. Hunter asked with the riparian zone and having that space to have landscaping done, is it 25 feet?, 

and including the riparian zone, would there be enough footage for the development? She also stated: 

I’m trying to figure out, I know that you said an acre, but an acre mapped out in a square is one thing 

different than something at an angle, so I have some concern of the riparian zone as well as the 

landscaping that’s going to be necessary so I’m just trying to wrap my head around that and make sure 

on that. 

 

D. Stensaas stated that the riparian buffer area would accomplish what it’s intended to protect those 

streams from immediate encroachment of buildings, so no structures could be built within the 25 feet. I 

would imagine there’s no reason to remove existing vegetation within that 25 feet, otherwise there is a 

buffer requirement for a vegetative strip to be built in that area if there wasn’t existing vegetation, but 

being that there is, it just makes sense that the existing vegetation would be left in place. The remainder 

of the property, I don’t know what the square footage of that buffer area is going to be around the 

property, but it’s considerable being that it’s at least 25’ wide and adjacent to the rivers. Mr. Stauber has 

had some modeling done on different design options for the property and access in and out of it, and I 

don’t think he’d be here if he didn’t think it was still a reasonable option to build on it. 

 

(8) Potential Land Uses and Impacts. If a rezoning is requested, compatibility of all the potential uses 

allowed in the proposed zoning district with surrounding uses and zoning in terms of land suitability, 

impacts on the environment, density, nature of use, traffic impacts, aesthetics, infrastructure and 

potential influence on property values. The proposed conditional rezoning would allow all of the possible 

land uses for a General Commercial zoning district that the applicant did not strike through in the 

permitted principal uses and Special Land Uses list provided in the application. The uses remaining as 

permitted principal uses in the applicant’s proposed list are all uses that are currently allowed in the 

Mixed-Use (MU) district. Special Land Uses may only be approved if found to be in harmony with several 

special use and specific use standards and are subject to a Planning Commission public hearing before a 

decision is rendered to approve or deny the request. 

S. Lawry stated he just wanted to clarify something from earlier. It was my understanding with riparian 

buffer strips that basically those become a no-touch area, and that’s why I indicated to the public that 

whatever trees were there would stay as a screen. Am I incorrect with that? They can’t put a building 

there, but that does count as part of the side yard setback, and they could relandscape that area or 

perhaps put a drive area over part of it? 

 

D. Stensaas stated: 

Let’s look at the code (he navigated online to the Land Development Code portal and opened section 

54.320, showing it on the monitors and reading from it). So, these are classified as waterways. The 

buffer applies where a portion of parcel is within the district, any portion of it. A waterway, including the 

top of the bank, and 25 feet perpendicular away from the bank, plus any additional buffer width as 

specified. The additional buffer is what would be added depending on the slope of that waterway to the 

top of the bank, where the flow of water can be detected. That is Section (E). For the vegetative strip, if 

it is required, a buffer for the areas delineated in Section (E) consists of a vegetated strip of land 

extending along both sides of the waterway and its adjacent wetlands or steep slopes. It shall contain 

undisturbed native vegetation. Permitted species must comply with Section (H)(5). If it’s existing 

vegetation, it’s accepted as is. You’re not going to have to necessarily cut down the trees because there 
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was an ornamental tree or something planted in there that’s not our list, but there are some exceptions 

to what’s allowed within the riparian buffer area. There are exceptions for roads, bridges, and paths, 

utility right of ways, flood control access, stream restoration, water quality monitoring. My interpretation 

of undisturbed native vegetation is that of existing trees, shrubs, and ground cover is acceptable as the 

vegetation for that buffer. Unless it was all occupied by invasive species, this is probably perfectly 

acceptable. 

 

K. Clegg said they need to finish item number 8, which says “The Planning Commission must determine 

the compatibility of the proposed rezoning in this location.” He said this is the crux of the matter. 

 

D. Fetter stated I find it to be consistent. The zone is Mixed-Use. These are just additions, slight changes 

that are approved with this zoning change. 

 

J. Fitkin asked if it was said that Mixed-Use has only been a zoning district since 2019, so what was it 

zoned prior to that? 

 

D. Stensaas stated: 

I believe it was commercial zoning. Whether it was Community Business or General Commercial, I’m not 

entirely sure. 

 

(9) Relationship to Surrounding Zoning Districts and Compliance with the Proposed District. If a rezoning 

is requested, the boundaries of the requested rezoning district will be reasonable in relation to 

surrounding zoning districts, and construction on the site will be able to meet the dimensional regulations 

for the requested zoning district. The parcel to the west forms the majority of the border with the subject 

parcel, and it is a Mobile Home Park (MHP) district, while the other bordering parcels are in Medium 

Density Residential (MDR) zoning. There is a residential Planned Unit Development to the east, directly 

across Division St. General Commercial zoning is in place 

along Furnace Street to the northeast of this property. 

 

D. Fetter stated this is where it kind of goes against what I just said for it, in number eight (8), because 

all the surrounding zoning is mostly residential, this would be commercial. It’s not changing too much 

from (inaudible) Mixed-Use; it’s not necessarily in compliance with all those surrounding zoning districts. 

 
J. Fitkin stated I feel that it’s not consistent with the directly adjacent zoning uses. But not necessarily 

inconsistent with the general surrounding area. 

 
K. Clegg said that with the South Marquette typology, if we had not adopted the Mixed-Use zoning 

district in 2019, this use would currently be allowed. 

 

(10) Alternative Zoning Districts. If a rezoning is requested, the requested zoning district is considered to 

be more appropriate from the City’s perspective than another zoning district. He asked if there is anyone 

that would find that a different zoning district would apply more to this (inaudible). 

 
J. Fitkin stated: 

I also respond with a “kind of”, because it is surrounded directly, adjacently by residential, and I’ve seen 
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the public say it would be a good residential use, but then with the slope and size, would it actually turn 

into a residential use? It hasn’t in the last 50 years despite the other surrounding properties converting to 

residential. So, kind of. 

 

(11) Rezoning Preferable to Text Amendment, Where Appropriate. If a rezoning is requested to allow for 

a specific use, rezoning the land is considered to be more appropriate than amending the list of permitted 

or Special Land Uses in the current zoning district to allow the use. A text amendment to add the 

proposed uses permitted in the M-U zoning district would affect all M-U districts. TBD. 

 

K. Clegg said that this was pursued about a year ago. The Planning Commission found that a text 

amendment to allow this in the Mixed-Use districts city-wide was not appropriate. 

 
(12) Isolated or Incompatible Zone Prohibited. If a rezoning is requested, the requested rezoning will not 

create an isolated or incompatible zone in the neighborhood. The Planning Commission must determine if 

the proposed zoning would create an isolated or incompatible zone. The land use of this site has been 

vacant and undeveloped, except for a billboard sign that has been in place for more than 20 years. An 

incompatible zone cannot be approved, while isolation of a land use is unacceptable to the degree that it 

may create incompatibility or an otherwise undesirable outcome following development. 

 

S. Lawry stated: 

I don’t feel it would be isolated, in that it currently, as Mixed-Use, it’s an individual parcel and it was done 

that way as part of the entire Division St. corridor, and applying to parcels that were not already in 

residential use. The Master Plan speaks of that being the entry corridor to South Marquette and that 

should have a mix of businesses use of residences. If you take the corridor to mean Division St. and 

Furnace St., you already have General Commercial on Furnace St., as well as Hampton and Genesee. So, 

(inaudible) it's extending that corridor, rather than creating an isolated parcel. 

 

D. Fetter stated: 

I have a question for the City on this one. When you say the word isolated, are you talking about zoning 

itself, or isolated as though it’s not truly compatible (inaudible) to the local neighborhood. 

 
D. Stensaas said I would say the latter. It talks about an incompatible zone in the neighborhood. 

 

D. Fetter said so my question here is, I don’t know that it’s been brought up yet, is the benefit given to 

the neighborhood? 

 

D. Stensaas said that yes, that’s how I read it, incompatible zone in the neighborhood. If you looked at 

the spot zoning criteria and said is this creating a spot zone, you might say yes because it is not directly 

adjacent to another General Commercial zone. But is it incompatible in the neighborhood? That’s a 

different question. How far do you extend the neighborhood to be, in your mind? 

 

K. Hunter stated: 

I think that what that’s that last sentence [of item #12] is referring to, in that “an incompatible zone 

cannot be approved, while isolation of a land use is unacceptable to the degree that it may create 

incompatibility or an otherwise undesirable outcome following development” (inaudible). 
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D. Fetter stated: 

I’m curious, this one being physically, zoning-wise somewhat (inaudible) and how it relates to the rest of 

the (inaudible) neighborhood, and if it's isolated by itself, and if it’s actually giving back to that local 

community. 

 

D. Stensaas stated it’s not clear. 

 
Someone in the public seating speaking to the point they think that it is clear. 

 

D. Stensaas stated: 

I think judges make decisions all the time on grey areas that one might think is clear and another might not. 

 

K. Clegg stated if we do approve this, it goes to the City Commission, and then the applicant would have 

to go through a Special Land Use permit. There are many steps in order for this to be complete. He 

asked if anyone had any findings of fact on this. He also said that for the standards of review, we found 

yes, for number one, because it is a conditional rezoning; two – Intent and Purpose, is a yes; three – 

Street System – yes; number four – Utilities and Services, yes; five – yes, that is no conditions, number 

six – No Exclusionary Zoning, yes; Seven - Environmental Features, is it generally compatible, yes; 

number eight – Potential Land Uses and Impacts, that one was a maybe; number nine – Relationship to 

Surrounding Zoning Districts and Compliance with the Proposed District , that one was a maybe; number 

ten – no alternative zoning districts are appropriate, that is a yes; number eleven – Text Amendment is 

not appropriate to this parcel, that is a yes; and number twelve – we need to determine if its an 

incompatible zone, and I think we need more discussion on this one unless someone is ready. 

 

J. Fitkin stated: 

I’m looking at permitted and Special Land Uses in the Mixed-Use district, and Light Manufacturing is a 

permitted use which means that it has to be totally enclosed and looks like a retail business from the 

front. In Mixed-Use, medium impact Light Manufacturing, which can have outdoor visibility, glare, etc., is 

a Special Land Use in the Mixed-Use, so that is just a consideration. It is currently permitted by Special 

Land Use permit in the current zoning district. 

 

S. Lawry stated: 

I’ve already addressed whether it was isolated by its zoning, but if you look at isolated because of the 

neighborhood uses, I agree it could be more isolation and therefore not compatible with the 

neighborhood uses. If we look strictly at the area across the street, it probably is compatible with the 

trailer park, as most people there probably have the need for additional storage. And there are other 

businesses extending to the north. I can’t recall if self-storage was allowed under Light Industrial 

previously, but it seems to me it was. But as Dave mentioned, this probably wasn’t zoned for light 

industrial or Mixed-Use at the time, but the building that is now occupied by the landscaping company 

was a manufacturing/fabricating shop, and the next building has been an accounting and tax office for a 

long time, but it was formerly a welding shop. It was an industrial area. It’s evolved into something 

different 
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or is in the process of evolving. If we’re going to follow that as a natural course, then we probably don’t 

want to see it go back in the opposite direction of the way most of the area is developing at this point. So 

I would say there is some compatibility with the other uses. 

 

K. Clegg said that sounds like a fact to me. He asked if anyone wanted to make a motion on this. 

 
It was moved by S. Lawry, seconded by D. Fetter, and carried 5-0 that after conducting a public 

hearing and review of the application and STAFF REPORT/ANALYSIS for 01-REZ-09-25, the 

Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning with conditions is consistent with the 

Community Master Plan and meets the requirements of the Land Development Code Section 

54.1405, and hereby recommends that the City Commission approve 01-REZ-09-25 as 

presented. 

 

D. Stensaas related the process for how a public hearing would be scheduled for this item by the City 

Commission for a hearing that would take place no sooner than October 27th due to public noticing 

requirements, and that development of the parcel could only be approved if the City Commission 

approves the request and the applicant then applies for a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) and receives 

approval for the SLUP after a public hearing for that request. 

 

 

B. 02-REZ-09-25 – 480 River Park Circle - Expired PUD rezoning 

K. Clegg introduced the item and asked City Staff to present their information for this case. 

 
City Planner and Zoning Administrator D. Stensaas stated: 

 

Unfortunately, the Shophouse Park project did not receive the backing the applicant was seeking and 

so the plans are not going forward, and the PUD has expired, per City Code. The applicant did not get 

final site plan approval, so as it is shown here, highlighted in yellow (referring to the agenda packet 

materials being shown on the monitors in the room) – “if such plans are not submitted within a two-year 

period, the right to develop shall be terminated, and if the right to develop under the approved plan is 

terminated by the City, the City shall commence to rezone the property to its previous zoning 

classification or a different zoning classification supported by the Master Plan, in accordance with Section 

54.1405. We have prepared a staff report that explains the existing zoning, and it is a PUD because the 

preliminary plan was approved, but it's an expired PUD, and so it's sort of in limbo. We’re proposing that 

it be returned to Industrial-Manufacturing zoning, which is what the other [adjacent] parcels are. That is 

an industrial park in which it is located, so we’re simply proposing that it goes back to that classification. 

And my understanding from the applicant, who has been in touch with us regularly, is that he…intends to 

submit an application for a development once the rezoning goes through. I don’t have a lot to add. This 

is pretty straightforward, compared to the last rezoning in particular, and there’s not a lot of question 

marks about this rezoning. 

 
K. Clegg asked if there was any correspondence for the item. 
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D. Stensaas said there was no correspondence and then showed and described all of the items in the 

packet that staff assembled for the Planning Commission. 

 
K. Clegg acknowledged that there were no members of the public present to provide testimony. He then 

asked if there was any discussion. 

D. Fetter asked if they could leave it as a PUD instead of changing the zoning. 

D. Stensaas said that it can’t remain a PUD, per the LDC, which says that it must be rezoned if the PUD 

expires. 

D. Fetter asked if it must be rezoned, why are we voting? 

D. Stensaas said this is the procedure that is required, we have to have a hearing. 

S. Lawry said that the City developed this industrial park, with a lot of federal and local funds, platted it, 

put the utilities in, because they wanted it zoned industrial. He also said that now we have a chance to try 

to prepare it for another business that needs the Industrial classification, and there are very few 

opportunities for those businesses to locate and I think we should open this one back up. 

K. Clegg asked if anyone wants to make a motion. 

It was moved by D. Fetter, seconded by J. Fitkin, and carried 5-0, that after conducting a public 

hearing and review of the application and Staff Report for 02-REZ-09-25, the Planning Commission 

finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Community Master Plan and meets the 

requirements of the Land Development Code Section 54.1405 and hereby recommends that the 

City Commission approve 02-REZ-09-25 as presented. 

 

 

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Nobody wished to comment. 

 

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

Nobody wished to comment. 

 

COMMISSION and STAFF COMMENTS 

J. Fitkin said that she was thankful for the public that came out and they raised valid concerns. She also 

said that she was looking forward to seeing the Special Land Use application if the City Commission 

approves the request, and to seeing what can be done to retain the neighborhood feel there within that 

application process. 

K. Hunter said that she was grateful to the public for their comments, and it’s interesting that after you 

move into an area and nothing has happened for fifty years, you just want it to stay the same. She said it 

will be interesting to see what comes of that, and making sure the creeks are taken care of. 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 21 of 169



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 16, 2025 

 

D. Fetter said that happy to see the turnout tonight and the feedback from the residents, and also happy 

there is a potential new business coming to South Marquette and to see where it goes, and hoping it will 

fit well. 

S. Lawry said that he thinks it is always difficult to accept change in your neighborhood, especially if its 

something you don’t already know the details of, and that’s where we have an opportunity to make it fit 

later when we have that Special Land Use Permit request in front of us. He also said it is a parcel that, 

especially with the new power poles that are on it, that I can’t see being developed for any type of 

residential uses as the neighbors are asking for. So, I think the task ahead of us, if this is approved, is to 

try to make it fit. He said that we’ve heard most of their concerns and didn’t think they would be 

impossible to overcome or that it’s an incompatible business there, and that hopefully they will see that 

we have enough restrictions on development in this community already that we shouldn’t rule things out 

before we even get a chance to try make them fit. 

D. Stensaas said that he wanted to say that the City didn’t have anything to do with the placement of the 

new power poles in S. Marquette, and that the Board of Light and Power is empowered by statute to 

place utility poles in public right-of-way areas, and they are putting up the new poles where they like. He 

also stated that there will not be a meeting on 10/07, as there was nothing submitted for that meeting, 

but a meeting is scheduled for 10/21. 

K. Clegg said that he was glad to see the public turn out, and glad to see people are passionate about 

the places that they live – that is an asset of our community. He also said he is looking forward to see 

what happens in the process, and thinks the proposal could also be an asset to the community. He also 

thanked the members for doing the hard work and that it was not an easy meeting. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair K. Clegg adjourned the meeting at 7:38 pm 

 
 

 

Prepared by A. Cook, Administrative Assistant, and D. Stensaas, Planning Commission Staff Liaison. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Planning Commission 
FROM: Andrea Landers, Zoning Official 
DATE: September 3, 2025 
SUBJECT:    01-REZ-09-25 – 1700 Division St. (PIN: 0515150) 
 

 
The Planning Commission is being asked to make a recommendation to the City 
Commission regarding a request to rezone the property located at 1700 Division Street 
that is zoned Mixed-Use (M-U) to be zoned General Commercial with Conditional 
Rezoning (GC CR). 
 
Pursuant to the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended) 
Section 125.3405, “An owner of land may voluntarily offer in writing, and the local unit of 
government may approve, certain use and development of the land as a condition to a 
rezoning of the land or an amendment to a zoning map”. 
 
Please see the attached STAFF REPORT/ANALYSIS for more specific information 
regarding the application.  
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 
The Planning Commission should review the application and support information 
provided in this packet, conduct a public hearing, and determine whether or not the 
proposed rezoning with conditions of the above property is appropriate and meets 
Section 54.1405 Zoning Ordinance Amendment Procedures, and make a 
recommendation to the City Commission. 
 
It is also highly recommended that any motion approving the amended plan include the 
following or similar language: 
 
After conducting a public hearing and review of the application and STAFF 
REPORT/ANALYSIS for 01-REZ-09-25, the Planning Commission finds that the 
proposed rezoning with conditions is (consistent / not consistent) with the Community 
Master Plan and (meets / does not meet) the requirements of the Land Development 
Code Section 54.1405 and hereby recommends that the City Commission (approve / 
deny) 01-REZ-09-25 (as presented / for the following reasons / with the following 
conditions). 
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meet the total of two sides requirement for that zoning district.  For example, if the total 
(2-side) side yard setback requirement is 13 feet per Sec. 54.402, and the smallest 
side yard setback must be at least 5 ft. (as in MDR districts), then the rear yard 
dimension for a corner lot will be the difference between 13 ft. and the calculated 
dimension for the actual smallest side yard setback – which would be 8 ft. if the 

smallest side yard setback from the main structure is calculated to be 5 feet (Note: It is 

important to note that should the existing structure's side yard setback be less than 5 feet, 

that side yard will still be designated as the minimum setback at 5 feet.) 

 
(V) Height Exceptions and Increased Setbacks for Principal Buildings. For principal 

buildings, the height may be increased above 31.5 feet to a maximum of 44 feet 
provided that 0.25 foot for lot widths under 75 feet and 0.50 foot for lot widths 75 feet 
or greater shall be added to all of the minimum yard setbacks for each 1 foot that the 
building exceeds 31.5 feet in height. 

 
 

Section 54.1003 Landscaping Design Requirements 
 
(D) Buffer and Greenbelt Requirements. 
 

(1) Intent. It is the intent of this section to provide landscaped buffer yards, or greenbelts, 
for the purpose of buffering negative impacts of, and conflicts between, different land 
uses.  
 

(2) Greenbelt Location Requirements. All greenbelts will be created in the existing side 
and/or rear yards of the property where development has been proposed and approved 
for zoning compliance. When located adjacent to a residential use, park or public multi-
use path, the following land uses (per section 54.306) must provide a landscaped buffer 
on their property:  

 
(a) Multiple-Family Residential dwellings with >5 units, Mobile Home Park, 

Nursing Home and Convalescent Home uses, Extended Care and Assisted 
Living Facilities. 
 

(b) Industrial Uses (except Light Manufacturing – Low Impact uses). 
 

(c) Lodging, Commercial, and Retail uses (except the following uses Indoor Retail 
Business, Child/Day Care Center, and Service Establishments). 

 
(d) Public and Quasi-Public Uses and Medical Uses. 

 
(e) Other Uses with the exception of Accessory Buildings or Structures, 

Accessory Use, Non-Single Family Residential Lots, Minor Food Production 
uses, Small Wind Energy Systems-Roof Mounted, Solar Energy Systems 
<20Kw-Accessory Use. 

 
(f) Any twenty-four (24) hour non-residential use of property. 
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(b) Industrial Uses (except Light Manufacturing – Low Impact uses). 

 

(c) Lodging, Commercial, and Retail uses (except the following uses Indoor Retail 
Business, Child/Day Care Center, and Service Establishments). 

 

(d) Public and Quasi-Public Uses and Medical Uses. 
 

(e) Other Uses with the exception of Accessory Buildings or Structures, 
Accessory Use, Non-Single Family Residential Lots, Minor Food Production 
uses, Small Wind Energy Systems-Roof Mounted, Solar Energy Systems 
<20Kw-Accessory Use. 

 

(f) Any twenty-four (24) hour non-residential use of property. 
 

Relationship to Applicable Land Development Code Standards (staff comments in 
bold text): 

 

Section 54.1405 Zoning Ordinance Amendment Procedures 
 

(A) Initiation of Amendments. The City Commission, the Planning Commission, or 
the property owner (including a designated agent of the property owner) may at 
any time originate a petition to amend or change the zoning district boundaries 
pursuant to the authority and procedure established by Act 110 of Public Acts of 
2006 as amended. Changes in the text of this Ordinance may be proposed by 
the City Commission, Planning Commission, or any interested person or 
organization. 

(B) Application for Amendment. Each petition by one (1) or more persons for an 
amendment shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator. Documents to 
support the application may be filed with the Zoning Administrator. A fee, as 
established by the City Commission shall accompany each petition, except 
those originated by the Planning Commission or City Commission. 

Application accepted. 
 

(C) Amendment Review Procedures. 
 

(1) Public Hearing. The staff liaison to the Planning Commission shall set a  

time and date for a public hearing, and the public hearing shall be noticed in 
accordance with Section 54.1406. The Planning Commission may refuse to 
schedule a hearing on a petition for rezoning which includes any portion of  

a site considered for rezoning in the previous six (6) months. 

The public hearing before the Planning Commission is scheduled for 
6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 16, 2025. 

 
(2) Planning Commission Consideration of the Proposed Amendment. The 

Planning Commission shall review the proposed amendment, together with 
any reports and recommendations from staff, consultants, other reviewing 
agencies, and any public comments. The Planning Commission shall 
identify and evaluate all factors relevant to the petition, including the 
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appropriate criteria listed in this Section. Following the public hearing, the 
Planning Commission shall make a recommendation to the City 
Commission to either approve or deny the petition and report its findings to 
the City Commission. 
 
The Planning Commission is being asked to make a recommendation 
at their meeting on September 16, 2025. 

 
(3) City Commission Consideration of the Proposed Amendment. The City 

Commission, upon recommendation from the Planning Commission, shall 
either schedule a public hearing or deny the petition. This hearing shall be 
advertised in accordance with Section 54.1406. If determined to be 
necessary, the City Commission may refer the amendment back to the 
Planning Commission for further consideration. In the case of an 
amendment to the Official Zoning Map, the City Commission shall approve 
or deny the amendment, based upon its consideration of the criteria 
contained in this Ordinance. 

 

TBD. 
 

(D) Standards of Review for Amendments. In considering any petition for an 
amendment to the text of this Ordinance or to the Official Zoning Map, the 
Planning Commission and City Commission shall consider the following criteria 
that apply to the application in making findings, recommendations, and a 
decision. The Planning Commission and City Commission may also take into 
account other factors or considerations that are applicable to the application but 
are not listed below. 

 
(1) Master Plan. Consistency with the recommendations, goals, policies and 

objectives of the Master Plan and any sub-area plans. If conditions have 
changed since the Master Plan was adopted, consistency with recent 
development trends in the area shall be considered. 

 
The development of the option for Conditional Rezoning was a 
recommendation of the Community Master Plan (CMP) that was adopted 
in 2015. The option was codified with the adoption of the Land 
Development Code (LDC) in February of 2019. Conditional Rezoning 
was adopted by the City as an alternative to both standard rezoning and 
text amendments to the LDC, to address unique and rare circumstances 
in which a property owner is seeking to use the property in a way that 
may not be incompatible with the surrounding land uses and/or 
historical use of the land, but would be precluded from approval by 
virtue of a finding of incompatibility with the CMP and/or spot zoning 
via a review as a standard rezoning case, and for which a text 
amendment would not be appropriate due to a text change necessarily 
affecting all properties in the existing zoning district classification. 

 

In contrast to a typical rezoning case, the applicant is proposing 
conditions to be placed on the zoning district that is requested, by 
means of a Conditional Zoning Agreement that requires the 
specification of certain requirements related to the conditions 
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proposed, while there is no obligation by the municipality to either 
approve the request based on meeting the standards of the LDC or to 
forfeit any zoning powers currently held. 

 

This property is within the 
South Marquette typology on 
the Place Types/Land Use 
Typologies map of the 
Community Master Plan (CMP,  
adopted in 2024). The General 
Commercial (GC) zoning 
classification is one of the 
“applicable zoning districts” 
listed for the South Marquette 
typology. 

 

Because Conditional Rezoning is an 
alternative to standard rezoning, the required analyses for 
“compatibility with the Community Master Plan” and “spot zoning” for 
a standard rezoning request are not applicable. The Planning 
Commission must review all supporting information, this report in 
particular, and the attachment titled Rezoning Considerations for 
Planning Commissions, and hold a public hearing for community input 
prior to making a determination of whether to recommend approval or 
the request as presented or not. 

(2) Intent and Purpose of the Zoning Ordinance. Consistency with the basic 
intent and purpose of this Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Please see above - "Zoning District and Standards". 

(3) Street System. The capability of the street system to safely and efficiently 
accommodate the expected traffic generated by uses permitted in the 
requested zoning district. 

Division Street is classified as an “Minor Arterial” per the 
Community Master Plan (see p.74), therefore vehicular traffic 
volumes are moderate. 

(4) Utilities and Services. The capacity of the City’s utilities and services 
sufficient to accommodate the uses permitted in the requested district 
without compromising the health, safety, and welfare of the City. 

There are no problems anticipated. 

(5) Changed Conditions Since the Zoning Ordinance Was Adopted or Errors to 
the Zoning Ordinance. That conditions have changed since the Zoning 
Ordinance was adopted or there was an error in the Zoning Ordinance that 
justifies the amendment. 

No conditions have changed nor was there an error in the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
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(6) No Exclusionary Zoning. That the amendment will not be expected to result 
in exclusionary zoning. 

The proposal will not result in any substantial changes that would 
make exclusionary zoning more likely. 

(7) Environmental Features. If a rezoning is requested, compatibility of the 
site’s physical, geological, hydrological and other environmental features 
with the uses permitted in the proposed zoning district. 

The proposed zoning is generally compatible with site’s physical, 
geological, hydrological and other environmental features with the 
uses permitted in the proposed zoning district.  A Riparian Overlay 
district is applicable to this parcel, as Orianna Creek and Billy Butcher 
Creek are on the property (shown on maps in this packet). 

 
(8) Potential Land Uses and Impacts. If a rezoning is requested, compatibility 

of all the potential uses allowed in the proposed zoning district with 
surrounding uses and zoning in terms of land suitability, impacts on the 
environment, density, nature of use, traffic impacts, aesthetics, 
infrastructure and potential influence on property values. 
The proposed conditional rezoning would allow all of the possible 
land uses for a General Commercial zoning district that the applicant 
did not strike through in the permitted principal uses and special land 
uses list provided in the application. The uses remaining as permitted 
principal uses in the applicant’s proposed list are all uses that are 
currently allowed in the Mixed-Use (MU) district.  Special Land Uses 
may only be approved if found to be in harmony with several special 
use and specific use standards, and are subject to a Planning 
Commission public hearing before a decision is rendered to approve 
or deny the request. 

Please see the attachment and Page 6 above. The Planning 
Commission must determine the compatibility of the proposed 
rezoning in this location.  

(9) Relationship to Surrounding Zoning Districts and Compliance with the  
Proposed District. If a rezoning is requested, the boundaries of the 
requested rezoning district will be reasonable in relationship to surrounding 
zoning districts, and construction on the site will be able to meet the 
dimensional regulations for the requested zoning district. 

The parcel to the west forms the majority of the border with the 
subject parcel, and it is a Mobile Home Park (MHP) district, while the 
other bordering parcels are in Medium Density Residential (MDR) 
zoning. There is a residential Planned Unit Development to the east, 
directly across Division St. General Commercial zoning is in place 
along Furnace Street to the northeast of this property. 

(10) Alternative Zoning Districts. 
If a rezoning is requested, the requested zoning district is considered to be 
more appropriate from the City’s perspective than another zoning district. 
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The Planning Commission may believe another district is more 
appropriate, but it cannot negotiate the choice of the applicant to 
apply for the selected Conditional Rezoning and must decide on the 
current proposal.   

(11) Rezoning Preferable to Text Amendment, Where Appropriate. If a rezoning 
is requested to allow for a specific use, rezoning the land is considered to 
be more appropriate than amending the list of permitted or special land 
uses in the current zoning district to allow the use. 

A text amendment to add the proposed uses permitted in the M-U 
zoning district would affect all M-U districts. TBD. 

(12) Isolated or Incompatible Zone Prohibited. If a rezoning is requested, the 
requested rezoning will not create an isolated or incompatible zone in the 
neighborhood. 

The Planning Commission must determine if the proposed zoning 
would create an isolated or incompatible zone (see item #8 above) . 
The land use of this site has been vacant and undeveloped, except for 
a billboard sign that has been in place for more than 20 years. An 
incompatible zone cannot be approved, while isolation of a land use is 
unacceptable to the degree that it may create incompatibility or an 
otherwise undesirable outcome following development. 

 
(E) Notice of Adoption of Amendment. Following adoption of an amendment by the 

City Commission, one (1) notice of adoption shall be filed with the City Clerk 
and one (1) notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the City within fifteen (15) days after adoption, in accordance with the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended. Amendments shall 
take effect eight (8) days after publication. A record of all amendments shall be  
maintained by the City Clerk. A Zoning Map shall be maintained by the City 
Clerk or his/her designee, which shall identify all map amendments. The  
required notice of adoption shall include all of the following information: 
 

(1) In the case of a newly adopted Zoning Ordinance, the following statement: 
"A zoning ordinance regulating the development and use of land has been 
adopted by the City of Marquette." 

(2) In the case of an amendment(s) to the existing Zoning Ordinance, either a  
summary of the regulatory effect of the amendment(s), including the  
geographic area affected, or the text of the amendment(s). 

(3) The effective date of the ordinance or amendment. 
 

If the proposed zoning amendment is adopted by the City Commission, 
the requirements of this section will be met. 

 
(H) Rezoning (Zoning Map Amendment) with Conditions. Pursuant to MCL 

125.3405, the City Commission, following a public hearing and 
recommendation by the Planning Commission, may approve a petition for a 
rezoning with conditions requested by a property owner. The standards of this 
section shall grant a property owner the option of proposing conditions for the 
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development and use of property in conjunction with an application for 
rezoning. Such conditions may be proposed at the time the application for 
rezoning is filed, or at a subsequent point in the process of review of the 
proposed rezoning. 

 

    Conditional Rezoning Agreement. The conditions attached to the 
rezoning shall be set forth by submitting a conditional rezoning 
agreement listing the proposed conditions. A conditional rezoning 
agreement shall contain the following information: 

(a) A statement acknowledging that the rezoning with conditions was 
proposed by the applicant to induce the City to grant the rezoning, 
and that the City relied upon such proposal and would not have 
granted the rezoning but for the terms spelled out in the conditional 
rezoning agreement; and, further agreement and acknowledgment 
that the conditions and conditional rezoning agreement are 
authorized by all applicable state and federal law and constitution, 
and that the Agreement is valid and was entered on a voluntary 
basis, and represents a permissible exercise of authority by the City. 
 

The applicant has provided this. 
 

(b) Agreement and understanding that the property in question shall not 
be developed or used in a manner inconsistent with the conditional 
rezoning agreement. 
 
Per their attachment, “the property shall not be developed or used 
in a manner that is inconsistent with the zoning agreement”. 
 

(c) Agreement and understanding that the approval and conditional 
rezoning agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of 
the property owner and City, and their respective heirs, successors, 
assigns, and transferees. 

 
Per their attachment, “the agreement shall be binding upon and 
inure to the benefit of the property owner and the city, and their 
respective heirs, successors, assigns, and transferees”. 

 
(d) The date upon which the rezoning with conditions becomes void, as 

specified in Section 54.1405(H)(3), below. If an extension of approval 
is granted by the City Commission, a new conditional rezoning  
agreement with the new expiration date shall be recorded. 

 

Will need to be provided in the rezoning agreement. 
 

(e) Agreement and understanding that, if a rezoning with conditions 
becomes void in the manner provided in Section 54.1405(H)(3), 
below, no development shall be undertaken or permits for 
development issued until a new zoning district classification of the 
property has been established. 
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Per their attachment, “If the rezoning with conditions becomes 
void, no development shall take place”. 
 

(f) Agreement and understanding that each of the requirements and 
conditions in the conditional rezoning agreement represents a 
necessary and reasonable measure which, when considered with all 
other conditions and requirements, is roughly proportional to the 
increased impact created by the use represented in the approved 
rezoning with conditions, taking into consideration the changed 
zoning district classification and the specific use authorization 
granted. 

 
Per their attachment, “this application is made with the 
understanding that the zoning agreement and its terms and 
conditions are authorized by all applicable state and federal laws, 
and that this agreement is valid and has been entered into on a 
voluntary basis. 
 

(g) A legal description of the property affected by the rezoning with 
conditions. 

 
Please see the application. 
 

(h) Development regulations affected by the conditions of rezoning, 
including but not limited to density, setbacks, height, site coverage, 
signs, parking, architecture, lighting, landscaping etc. 

Provided for uses that are exempt, no other development 
regulations changes are proposed. 

 
(i) Revocation of approval provisions returning the property to its original 

zoning designation if the developer violates the terms of the 
agreement. 

Will need to be provided in the rezoning agreement. 
 

(j) A conditional rezoning agreement may contain a conditional rezoning 
plan as an attachment, with such detail and inclusions proposed by 
the applicant and approved by the City Commission in accordance 
with this Section, following recommendation by the Planning 
Commission. Inclusion of a conditional rezoning plan as an 
attachment to a conditional rezoning agreement shall not replace the 
requirement for Preliminary and Final Site Plan, Subdivision, 
Condominium, or Special Land Use review and approval, as the case 
may be. 

A plan was not provided, so this is N/A. 

 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 38 of 169



01-REZ-09-25 

STAFF FILE REVIEW/ANALYSIS 

Page 16 of 14 

 

 

   Amendment to Conditional Rezoning Agreement. A proposed amendment 
to a conditional rezoning agreement shall be reviewed and approved in 
the same manner as a new rezoning with conditions. 

If an amendment is proposed in the future this will need to be followed. 
 

   Period of Approval. Unless extended by the City Commission for good 
cause, the rezoning with conditions shall expire following a period of two 
(2) years from the effective date of the rezoning unless bona fide 
development of the property pursuant to approved building and other 
permits required by the City commences within the two (2) year period and 
proceeds diligently and in good faith as required by ordinance to 
completion. 

(a) Expiration or Extension. In the event bona fide development has not 
commenced within two (2) years from the effective date of the 
rezoning, the rezoning with conditions and the conditional rezoning 
agreement shall be void and of no effect. The landowner may apply 
for a one (1) year extension one (1) time. The request must be 
submitted to the Zoning Administrator before the two (2) year time 
limit expires. The landowner must provide to the City Commission 
good cause as to why the extension should be granted. If an 
extension of approval is granted by the City Commission, a new 
conditional rezoning agreement with the new expiration date shall be 
recorded. 

(b) Effect of Expiration. If the rezoning with conditions becomes void in 
the manner provided in this section, either or both of the following 
actions may be taken: 

(i) The property owner may seek a new rezoning of the property; 
and/or 

(ii) Pursuant to MCL 125.3405, the land shall revert to its former 
zoning classification following the process for approval of a 
rezoning with conditions. 

If approved this will be followed. 
 

    Zoning Map. If approved, the zoning district classification of the rezoned 
property shall consist of the district to which the property has been 
rezoned accompanied by a reference to “CR Conditional Rezoning.” The 
Zoning Map shall specify the new zoning district plus a reference to CR. 
By way of example, the zoning classification of the property may be “CBD 
Central Business District with CR Conditional Rezoning,” with a Zoning 
Map designation of “CBD CR.” 

If approved this will be completed. 
 

    Review and Approval Process. An application for a rezoning with 
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conditions shall be reviewed following the same process and procedures 
applicable to a rezoning set forth in Section 54.1405(C), with the 
exception that the conditional rezoning agreement shall be executed 
between the applicant and the City Commission at the time of City 
Commission approval of a rezoning with conditions. 

 

An agreement detailing all of the required information in Section 
54.1405(H)(1) will need to be provided for the City Commission 
review. 

 

  Recordation of a Conditional Rezoning Agreement. A rezoning with 
conditions shall become effective following publication in the manner 
provided by law, and after the conditional rezoning agreement is recorded 
with the County Register of Deeds. 

 
If the City Commission approves the Conditional Rezoning then this 
requirement must be completed. An agreement detailing all of the 
required information in Section 54.1405(H)(1) will need to be 
provided for the City Commission review. 
 

 

Additional Comments: 

The Planning Commission should consider the request, and the information provided in 
this analysis, and provide a recommendation to the City Commission. 

 
Attachments: 

 

1. Application with support material (Rezoning conditions, etc.) 
2. Area Map 
3. Block Map 
4. Area Zoning Map 
5. Photos 
6. Publication Notice 
7. Place type map 
8. Rezoning Information for Planning Commissions document 
9. Correspondence 
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Conditional Rezoning Statement Proposed by the Property Owner 

To the City of Marquette Planning Commission 

On behalf of LMS Ventures, LLC, I am submitting this statement in support of our 
application for rezoning the property at 1700 Division Street to a General Commercial 
District with Conditions. This request is conditional and includes specific exemptions 
to ensure the proposed uses align with the needs of the community and the character of 
the surrounding area. 

The following uses are voluntarily excluded from the permitted uses of this property: 

●​ Bar 
●​ Fuel Dispensing Uses (including Service Stations) 
●​ Heavy Vehicle/Equipment Sales, Rental, and Display 
●​ Hotel or Motel 
●​ Light Vehicle/Equipment Sales and Display 
●​ Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Service 
●​ Restaurant with Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Service 
●​ Shooting Range, Indoor 
●​ Storage, Open/Outdoor 
●​ Vehicle Repair and Service 
●​ All Marihuana-related establishments 
●​ Pet Boarding Facility 
●​ Retail Business, Outdoor Permanent 
●​ Small Wind Energy Systems, Tower-Mounted 
●​ Warehousing 
●​ Wireless Telecommunications Facilities 

This application is made with the understanding that the zoning agreement and its terms 
and conditions are authorized by all applicable state and federal laws, and that this 
agreement is valid and has been entered into on a voluntary basis. 

The rezoning would be subject to the following binding conditions: 

A. The property shall not be developed or used in a manner that is inconsistent with the 
zoning agreement. B. The agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of 
the property owner and the city, and their respective heirs, successors, assigns, 
receivers, or transferees. C. If the rezoning with conditions becomes void, no 
development shall take place. 
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LMS Ventures, LLC is requesting this conditional rezoning to afford the property the 
rights and privileges necessary for the development of a Self-Storage Facility. All other 
permitted uses under this conditional rezoning will be consistent with those allowed in a 
Mixed-Use District. 

I believe this property is an appropriate location for this zone due to its proximity to other 
General Commercial properties and its characteristics, which do not lend themselves 
well to residential purposes. The parcel has not had a better purpose over the years and 
is well-suited to cater to the local and regional markets, which is a key intent of the 
General Commercial district. It is my understanding that this parcel was once zoned for 
industrial use, a fact consistent with the existing billboard on-site. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Logan Stauber - LMS Ventures, LLC 
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Proposed Zoning with Conditions 
 

  Section 54.313 GC, General Commercial District 
 
* Property Owner proposed exempted uses are struck-through and highlighted 
 

(B) Permitted Principal Uses  (C) Special Land Uses 

• Accessory Building or Structure  

• Accessory Use, Non-Single Family Residential Lots 

 • Bar  

• Child Care Center or Day Care Center  

• Drive-Through Uses  

• Emergency Services  
• Farmers’ Markets  

• Food Production, Minor  

• Fuel Dispensing Uses, including Service Stations • 
Health Services  

• Heavy Vehicle/Equipment Sales, Rental, and Display • 
Hospice  

• Hotel or Motel 
• Indoor Recreation  

• Light Vehicle/Equipment Sales and Display  

• Manufacturing, Light – Low Impact  

• Medical Hospital Related Accessory Uses  

• Medical Hospital Related Office or Uses  

• Office, Medical  

• Office, Professional  

• Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Service  

• Outdoor Entertainment and Community Events  

(Temporary Use)   

• Outdoor Food and Non-Alcoholic Beverage Service • 
Outdoor Recreation  

• Public or Governmental Building  

• Religious Institution  

• Restaurant, Indoor Service  

• Restaurant with Outdoor Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverage Service  

• Restaurant with Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Service • 
Retail Business, Indoor  

• Retail Sales and Service Areas, Outdoor Temporary • 
Service Establishment  

• Shooting Range, Indoor  

• Small Wind Energy Systems, Roof-Mounted • Solar 

Energy Systems, <20kw- Accessory Use 

 • Storage, Open/Outdoor  
• Vehicle Repair and Service  

• Veterinary Clinic (Domestic Animals Only)  

• Wholesale Trade Establishment 

• Hospital  

• Hostel  

• Manufacturing, Light– Medium Impact  

• Marihuana Designated Consumption Establishment • 
Marihuana Educational Research  

• Marihuana Grower  Class A  

• Marihuana Grower  Class B  

• Marihuana Grower  Class C  

• Marihuana Grower  Excess  

• Marihuana Microbusiness Class A and Light  
Manufacturing  

• Marihuana Processor  Light Manufacturing • 
Marihuana Retailer 

• Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility  

• Marihuana Secure Transporters  
• Off-street Parking Lot  

• Outdoor Entertainment and Community Events (Principal & 
Accessory Use)   

• Pet Boarding Facility  

• Recreational Use, Public  

• Retail Business, Outdoor Permanent  

• Rooming House  

• Small Wind Energy Systems, Tower-Mounted   

• Solar Energy Systems, ≥20kw to 2 MW - Accessory Use 

• Solar Energy Systems, ≥20kw to 2 MW - Principal Use  

(Non-residential)  

• Storage Facility, Self  
• Storage Facility, Self – Accessory Use  
• Storage, Indoor  
• Storage, Indoor – Accessory Use  
• Warehousing  

• Wireless Telecommunications Facilities 

 

 

Where there is a discrepancy between Section 54.306 and this table, Section 54.306 shall prevail. 
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(D) Dimensional Regulations 

Lot, Coverage, and Building Height Standards   Minimum Setbacks  

Min. Lot Area (sq. ft.)  None  Front Yard (ft.)  0 (F), (G) 

Min. Lot Width (ft.)  24  Side Yard (one) (ft.)  15 (I) 

Max. Impervious Surface Coverage (%)  (T)  Side Yard (total of 2) (ft.)  30 (I) 

Max. Building Height of Primary Building (ft.) (Q)  40  Rear Yard (ft.)  20 (U) 

Max. Building Height of Accessory Building (L)  24  Required Buffer & Greenbelt  (U T) 

Max. Building Height (stories)  -   

Where there is a discrepancy between Article 4 and this table, Article 4 shall prevail. 
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REZONING CONSIDERATIONS for PLANNING COMMISSIONS 
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REZONING CONSIDERATIONS for PLANNING COMMISSIONS 
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ORDINANCE #25-13 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND MARQUETTE CITY CODE 
CHAPTER 54 – ZONING, BY CHANGING THE ZONING 
DESIGNATION OF THE PROPERTY AT 1700 DIVISION 

STREET 
 

 
The City of Marquette Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1. Zoning Designation 
The zoning of the property located at 1700 Division Street is hereby changed from 
Mixed-Use (M-U) to General Commercial with Conditional Rezoning (GC CR). 
 
SECTION 2. Map Revision. 
This change shall be shown on the Marquette City Zoning Map. 
 
SECTION 3. Effective Date. 
This ordinance shall take effect upon the recording of the conditional rezoning 
agreement with the County Register of Deeds, but not before publication. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________                                            _____________________ 
Jessica Hanley, Mayor     Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Date Adopted: ________________  Date Effective: _______________ 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Approve the minutes of the October 14, 2025 regular Commission meeting

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Oct. 14 minutes
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City of Marquette, MI

Meeting Minutes
City Commission

 
Tuesday, October 14, 2025

6:00 PM
Commission Chambers

 

300 West Baraga Ave
Marquette, Michigan 49855

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Present: Davis, Gottlieb, Larson, Ottaway, Schloegel
Absent: Hanley, Mayer

Commissioner Ottaway moved to excuse Mayor Hanley and Commissioner Mayer for
personal reasons, seconded by Commissioner Gottlieb and Carried Unanimously.

Approval of the Agenda

Commissioner Sally Davis moved to Approve the agenda as presented, seconded by
Commissioner Michael Larson and Carried Unanimously.

Announcements

Boards and Committees

1. Appointment(s)
Nicolaas Vermaat to the Planning Commission for an unexpired term ending 02-15-28

Commissioner Cary Gottlieb moved to Approve the appointment as listed,
seconded by Commissioner Sally Davis and Carried Unanimously.

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

There was no public comment.

Presentation(s)

2. Higashiomi Sister City Gift Presentation, by Associate Planner for Delegate Visit Bill
Brazier

Bill Brazier, presenting on behalf of the Marquette Area Sister City Partnership,
discussed recent activities, and presented the City with a gift from Higashiomi,
Japan.

3. Consent Agenda
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Commissioner Michael Larson moved to Approve the Consent Agenda as written,
seconded by Commissioner Jermey Ottaway and Carried Unanimously.

3.a. Approve the minutes of the September 29, 2025 regular Commission meeting

3.b. Approve the total bills payable in the amount of $1,083,729.03 which excludes
$2,620.07 in City Commission travel reimbursement, this reimbursement will be
New Business items 4-8

3.c. Arbor Day Proclamation

3.d. Peg Hirvonen Bandshell - Professional Services Change Order

3.e. Biogas Conditioning Skid Media and Testing

3.f. Co-Generation Maintenance Services

3.g. Marquette Area Public Schools - Locker Room Lease

3.h. Marquette Junior Hockey Corporation - Concession Lease Agreement

3.i. Peg Hirvonen Bandshell - Construction Contract Change Order

3.j. Purchase of Belt Press Polymer

3.k. Sale of Surplus Equipment

3.l. Schedule Public Hearing: CDBG Closeout

3.m. Utilization of State Bid for Annual Salt Purchase

New Business

4. Mayor Hanley and Mayor Pro-tem Schloegel Travel Reimbursement

Commissioner Sally Davis moved to Approve travel reimbursement for Mayor
Hanley in the amount of $144.00 and Mayor Pro-tem Schloegel in the amount of
$98.00 for the Michigan Municipal League Convention, seconded by
Commissioner Cary Gottlieb and Passed.
The motion carried 4-0, as Mayor Pro Tem Schloegel abstained from voting on the
item.

5. Commissioner Gottlieb Travel Reimbursement

Commissioner Jermey Ottaway moved to Approve travel reimbursement for
Commissioner Gottlieb in the amount of $698.80 for the Michigan Municipal
League Convention, seconded by Commissioner Michael Larson and Passed.
The motion carried 4-0, as Commissioner Gottlieb abstained from voting on the
item.
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6. Commissioner Larson Travel Reimbursement

Commissioner Cary Gottlieb moved to Approve travel reimbursement for
Commissioner Larson in the amount of $337.40 for the Michigan Municipal League
Convention, seconded by Commissioner Jermey Ottaway and Passed.
The motion carried 4-0, as Commissioner Larson abstained from voting on the
item.

7. Commissioner Mayer Travel Reimbursement

Commissioner Sally Davis moved to Approve travel reimbursement for
Commissioner Mayer in the amount of $698.89 for the Michigan Municipal League
Convention, seconded by Commissioner Cary Gottlieb and Carried Unanimously.

8. Commissioner Ottaway Travel Reimbursement

Commissioner Michael Larson moved to Approve travel reimbursement for
Commissioner Ottaway in the amount of $642.98 for the Michigan Municipal
League Convention, seconded by Commissioner Cary Gottlieb and Passed.
The motion carried 4-0, as Commissioner Ottaway abstained from voting on the
item.

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

There was no public comment.

Comments from the Commission

Commissioner Davis thanked those in attendance for being at tonight's meeting, and
she said it's always good to see younger residents in attendance.
Mayor Pro Tem Schloegel said it was good to see so many audience members, many
of whom he said were attending from an NMU class.
Commissioners Gottlieb, Larson and Ottaway had no comments.

Comments from the City Manager

Deputy City Manager Sean Hobbins noted the upcoming leaf and brush collections
and provided an update on the Lakeshore Boulevard project.

Adjournment

Mayor Pro Tem Schloegel adjourned the meeting at 6:21 p.m.

               ____________________________
   
____________________________
Paul Schloegel, Mayor Pro Tem   Kyle Whitney, City Clerk

If you require assistance to participate in any meeting, program or activity offered by the City of
Marquette, please provide advanced notice to City of Marquette ADA Coordinator Eric Stemen at
906-225-8978 or via email at estemen@marquettemi.gov.
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Adoption of Amended Marketing Plan

BACKGROUND: 
The City obtained Redevelopment Ready Certification (RRC) through the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation in October of 2021.
 
Over the past four years the City has utilized the benefits of certification, including receiving
$30,000 in grant funding for the development of the Community Master Plan.
 
It is now time for the City to seek recertification in the RRC program and one of the items that
needs to be updated is the attached Marketing Plan. Staff has drafted the amended plan that
updates (updates highlighted) the content.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt the updated Marketing Plan as presented.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Updated Marketing Plan with Highlights
Updated Marketing Plan - Clean Version
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Introduction 
This marketing plan was originally created as part of the City’s efforts to obtain status as a Certified 

community in the Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) program through the Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation (MEDC). The plan is being updated as part of recertification efforts. 

The purpose of this marketing plan is to guide the City’s marketing efforts as a part of RRC Best Practice 

5.3. The City of Marquette has many community partners that are working on marketing efforts for their 

organizations and benefits greatly from those existing efforts. This plan identifies a selection of those 

existing efforts, notes opportunities for future collaboration, and highlights the City’s current marking 

related activities. The existing guidelines for the City’s branding are also included. 

Establishing a Baseline 
This section of the plan provides an overview of the City’s existing partners and assets. This information 

will help inform the overall strategy including what, if any, new marketing efforts should be undertaken 

in the coming years. 

Physical Assets 
These assets are fixed characteristics of Marquette that are not anticipated to change significantly in the 

coming years. Many or all of these assets are identified in other City planning documents and include: 
 

Asset Description/Notes 

Downtown Marquette Downtown Marquette contains the core 
downtown area along with the Third Street 
corridor. Downtown is almost exclusively locally 
owned businesses imbibing it with local 
Marquette character throughout the entire 
district. 

Park System Marquette has 20 parks, 12 athletic fields, 2 
marinas and 1 full-service campground. The 
availability and quality of property dedicated to 
public recreation is a draw for existing and new 
residents as well as visitors. 

Presque Isle Park Often referred to as the “jewel” of Marquette, 
Presque Isle is a 323-acre forested peninsula that 
is encircled by Lake Superior. It is home to a rock 
formation known as Blackrocks, known across the 
country for providing the opportunity for cliff 
jumping right into Lake Superior. 

Core Community Marquette is one of two designated Core 
Communities in Marquette County. The Core 
Communities designation provides the 
Marquette with three economic development 
tools; brownfield redevelopment incentives, 
obsolete property rehabilitation exemptions, and 
neighborhood enterprise zones. 
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Lake Superior The City of Marquette has nearly 11 miles of 
public shoreline and continues to look for 
opportunities to add to this inventory when 
possible. 

Ore Docks Marquette has two ore docks; a functional 
working dock on the north side of town and a 
decommissioned dock located in the lower 
harbor. The lower harbor ore dock is one of the 
most photographed structures in the City and is a 
static monument to Marquette’s past. The upper 
harbor ore dock provides visitors with the 
opportunity to see massive ore freighters up 
close in addition to the economic activity 
generated by its use. 

Community Festivals/Events The City has an active community event schedule, 
most visibly in Mattson Lower Harbor Park and 
the downtown area. These events are almost all 
put on by local organizations and many are 
beloved traditions for residents and visitors. 

Cost of Living According to Salary.com, the cost of living in 
Marquette is 7.9% lower than the national 
average. 

Heartwood Forest The City purchased a 2,243-acre forest on the 
southern end of the City in 2005 for $5 million. 
350 acres were identified for development and 
the rest has been largely dedicated for 
conservation or recreation. The publicly owned 
forest has a renowned trail system managed by 
the Noquemanon Trail Network. 

 
Resources 
The City of Marquette has several active local resources for marketing and relies on external partners for 

widespread marketing outside of the city. Current local resources include: 
 

Resource Notes 

City Website The City maintains an active website at 
https://www.marquettemi.gov/  to serve as a 
general City resource. The site was redesigned in 
2017 and is updated on a regular basis. 

Social Media The City maintains eight Facebook pages 
including a general City page and specialized 
pages for Tourist Park, Presque Isle Park, 
Lakeview Arena, Cinder Pond and Presque Isle 
Marinas, the Senior Center, the Fire Department, 
and the Police Department. Collectively, all of the 
City pages have 30,789 followers. 
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Local Media Local News: WLUC/TV 6, ABC 10, WJMN Local 3 

 Newspaper: The Mining Journal 
Radio: Sunny 101.9 

Utility Bills The City distributes community information 
through monthly utility bills. 

 
Partners 
The City of Marquette has many important partners who engage in economic development and 

marketing efforts aimed at various audiences. 
 

Resource Audience Current Activities 

Downtown Development 
Authority 

Businesses, 
Residents, Visitors 

The Marquette Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) advances the continued vitality 
and growth of the downtown district through 
ongoing economic analysis, long-range planning, 
and strategic public improvements. The DDA is 
administered by an Executive Director and an 
eight-member board appointed by the 
Marquette City Commission and City Manager. 

Current initiatives focus on business 
attraction and retention, infrastructure 
enhancements, and placemaking efforts that 
strengthen the downtown experience. The 
DDA is presently engaged in a 
comprehensive wayfinding project designed 
to improve navigation and reinforce the 
established downtown brand, with final 
design completion anticipated in early 2026 
and installation scheduled for fall 2026. 
Additionally, the DDA leads marketing and 
promotional programs that position 
Downtown Marquette as a premier 
destination for residents, visitors, and 
businesses. 
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City of Marquette Arts and 
Culture Division 

Residents, Visitors The City of Marquette Arts and Culture Division 
serves to encourage, develop, and facilitate a 
rich environment of artistic, creative, and 
cultural activity in Marquette. This division of 
the Community Services Department 
implements the Arts and Culture Master Plan, 
provides community arts programming, and was 
instrumental in establishing a Cultural Trail 
along the lakeshore. 

The City Arts and Culture Division also assists with 
organizing various art events. 

Travel Marquette Visitors Travel Marquette is billed as the “official 
destination marketing organization for 
Marquette County in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula”. They are funded through a local 

  hotel/motel tax as the convention and 
visitor’s bureau and are designed to market 
Marquette as a destination to the traveling 
public and 
provide area resources and advice to tourists, 
event and meeting planners and the media. 

Northern Michigan 
University (NMU) 

Students, Alumni Northern Michigan University is a four-year 
public university located in Marquette. NMU has 
a student population of approximately 8,000 
students and brings a consistent flow of visitors 
and new residents to the City. 

Pure Michigan Visitors Marquette has a dedicated page at 
https://www.michigan.org/city/marquette to 
help potential visitors plan a trip. 

Noquemanon Trail Network 
(NTN) 

Residents, Visitors NTN's mission is to secure, develop, maintain, 
and promote the use of a non-motorized trail 
network throughout the central Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan. Many of the trails in the NTN 
network are located in the City of Marquette 
and are on City property. 

 
Since its inception, the NTN has been a 
prominent amenity in the City and prime 
marketing opportunity for visitors and potential 
residents 

Invest UP Businesses InvestUP is the lead regional economic 
organization for the Upper Peninsula. Their 
mission is to drive prosperity across the Upper 
Peninsula. 
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Lake Superior Community 
Partnership (LSCP) 

Businesses, 
Industry 

The Lake Superior Community Partnership is 
Marquette County’s leading resource for 
economic development, providing a wide variety 
of affordable and effective development 
services. 

Iron Ore Heritage Trail Residents, Visitors The Iron Ore Heritage Trail is a 47-mile, year- 
round, multi-use, interpretive trail that crosses 
the Marquette Iron Range in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula. They offer amenities for visitors who 
like to bike, walk, run, hike, ORV, snowmobile, 
cross country ski, birdwatch, and/or wander. 

Marquette Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority 
(MBRA) 

Developers, 
Businesses 

The MBRA is an appointed City board that 
reviews brownfield and Act 381 plans for eligible 
expenses. Brownfield redevelopment has 
attracted a significant amount of business to the 
City of Marquette. 
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Branding 
The City of Marquette has not undertaken a formal branding effort but has determined style guidelines 

in-house based on the City logo/seal. 

Logo- Flag- Logo with URL- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fonts- 

 

External Font Correspondence Font Fonts for web and PowerPoint 

Peekaboo Times New Roman To ensure the quickest download 

time and accurate representation 
  on the Marquette City website 
  

and in PowerPoint presentations, 

use fonts that are available on 

most computers. Sans serif fonts 

are more legible on-screen than 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQffSTUVWXYZ 
 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvw/yz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR 

STUVWXYZ 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

1234567890,.:;’[]{}()?! 1234567890,.:;’[]{}()?! 
serif fonts due to their simple 

shapes. Verdana and Arial are 
  standard sans serif fonts with 
  good legibility that will appear 
  accurately on most computers. 
  Use Verdana or Arial for copy on 
  your website and in PowerPoint 
  presentations unless there is a 

  specific need for a different font. 

Color Palette- 
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Marketing Goals and Actions 
In consideration of the strong current economic foundation of the City of Marquette, this plan 

recommends continuing the implementation of current methodology and supporting vital partners in 

the community in their marketing efforts. These strategies are broken down by key audiences to reflect 

the differences in messaging and delivery methods. 
 

Businesses 

Main Goals Support existing businesses and attract new 
businesses to the City. 

Main Message The City of Marquette has a thriving business 
community and is ready to support existing 
businesses while aiding new enterprises. 

Partners DDA, MEDC, LSCP, Invent@NMU, InvestUP 
Actions 

2026 

Redevelopment Ready Community Recertification When the City receives RRC recertification, 
publish public service announcements, engage in 
interviews with local media, and display certified 
material on the City website. 

Ongoing 

Downtown Plan Implementation Support the implementation of the DDA 
Downtown Plan in order to address the desires 
and needs of the residents, businesses, and 
property owners to preserve and enhance 
relevant qualities of the downtown community 
and natural aesthetics. 

Tax Increment Financing Explore TIF opportunities for projects needing 
expanded investment in public infrastructure.  

Capital Improvement Plan  

     
      

Create  a new Asset Management Plan and 
integrate with the Capital Improvements Plan so
the City can  invest  in the  capital  improvements
that  make  Marquette  a  marketable  place  to 
develop property. 
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Residents 

Main Goals Encourage community participation from current 
residents and demonstrate the value of 
Marquette to potential new residents. 

Main Message Continue to make Marquette a quality 
community to live and work within. 

Partners DDA, Local Service Organizations 

Actions 

2026 - 2028 

Strategic Plan Implementation Build upon the efforts of the recent Community 
Master Plan Project and implement the FY26-28 
Strategic Plan. Highlights include a Climate Action 
Plan, Sustainable Tourism Plan, Financial and 
Capital Improvements Dashboard, Adoption of a 
Capital reserve Policy and fund, and updating the 
Economic Development Plan. 

2026 

Lakeshore Boulevard Project The Lakeshore Boulevard reconstruction project 
is a landmark achievement for the City that will 
increase public access to Lake Superior and 
provide development opportunities on the 
northern end of the City. The reconstruction will 
be useful in marketing materials for the City in 
general and the Cliffs-Dow site. The project will be 
completed in 2026. 

Ongoing 

Community Festivals and Events Continue to provide promotional fund relief to 
service organizations for the utilization of public 
space for community events. 

Ensure these events are being promoted on 
social media and other marketing resources 
identified in this plan. 

Bimonthly Newsletter Continue the publication of the Marquette 
Matters newsletter on a bimonthly basis. 
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Visitors 

Main Goals Attract new and repeat visitors to the City. 

Main Message Marquette has a winning combination of local 
character, accessible recreational opportunities, 
and community businesses that provides a draw 
for new and repeat visitors. 

Partners DDA, Travel Marquette, NTN 

Actions 

2026-2028 

Sustainable Tourism Plan Partner with a Planning Consulting Firm to draft 
and adopt a plan to outline a process that will 
strengthen our identity while supporting a 
balanced and livable community. 

Ongoing 

Downtown Plan All successful downtowns have memorable 
spaces for public gatherings, special events, and 
recreation. Public spaces, in the form of parks 
and plazas, provide areas for residents and 
shoppers to gather and enjoy. They 
also provide visual relief to the urban 
environment, contributing to the variety and 
identity of the downtown. Downtown Marquette 
offers some of these elements; however, access 
to open space, particularly adjacent to Lake 
Superior, should be improved. 
The Downtown Plan offers a number of 
implementable strategies for making the area 
more conducive and attractive to visitors. 

Community Festivals and Events Continue to provide promotional fund relief to 
service organizations for the utilization of public 
space for community events. 

 
Ensure these events are being promoted on 
social media and other marketing resources 
identified in this plan. 

Ensure community events are listed on the MQT 
Compass community calendar. 

Trail Networks Continue to maintain the City Multi Use Path and 
support the NTN trail management agreement. 

Share details of events held at the trails and 
encourage sustainable and respectful trail usage in 
promotional material about Marquette. 
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Developers 

Main Goals Attract new development to the City and 
encourage additional investment and 
redevelopment from existing businesses and 
residents. 

Main Message Marquette is ready to assist with responsible and 
sustainable development 

Partners MEDC, DDA, MBRA 

Actions 

2026 - 2028 

Economic Development Plan Update the Economic Development Plan to 
include specific targets as well as defining the 
City’s fiscal role. This includes advocating on 
behalf of the City with all levels of government 
through administrative and legislative 
connections, as well as seeking third-party funding 
opportunities. 

Redevelopment Ready Communities Recertification When the City receives RRC recertification, 
publish public service announcements, engage in 
interviews with local media, and display certified 
material on the City website. 

Ongoing 

Market Priority Sites List priority redevelopment sites with the MEDC 
after the RRC certification. 

Land Development Code Review The City of Marquette Land Development Code 
was adopted in February of 2019, introducing 
new zoning updates. The Land Development 
Code (a.k.a., Zoning Ordinance) is designed to 
implement and be consistent with the goals, 
objectives, policies, and strategies of the adopted 
Master Plan of the City of Marquette. 

The Planning Commission and Community 
Development staff review the LDC annually and 
have comprehensively updated it five times since 
2019 to address community needs and interests, 
clarify regulations, streamline development, and 
refine what a practical and equitable 
development framework is for the community. 
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Introduction 
This marketing plan was originally created as part of the City’s efforts to obtain status as a Certified 

community in the Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) program through the Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation (MEDC). The plan is being updated as part of recertification efforts. 

The purpose of this marketing plan is to guide the City’s marketing efforts as a part of RRC Best Practice 

5.3. The City of Marquette has many community partners that are working on marketing efforts for their 

organizations and benefits greatly from those existing efforts. This plan identifies a selection of those 

existing efforts, notes opportunities for future collaboration, and highlights the City’s current marking 

related activities. The existing guidelines for the City’s branding are also included. 

Establishing a Baseline 
This section of the plan provides an overview of the City’s existing partners and assets. This information 

will help inform the overall strategy including what, if any, new marketing efforts should be undertaken 

in the coming years. 

Physical Assets 
These assets are fixed characteristics of Marquette that are not anticipated to change significantly in the 

coming years. Many or all of these assets are identified in other City planning documents and include: 
 

Asset Description/Notes 

Downtown Marquette Downtown Marquette contains the core 
downtown area along with the Third Street 
corridor. Downtown is almost exclusively locally 
owned businesses imbibing it with local 
Marquette character throughout the entire 
district. 

Park System Marquette has 20 parks, 12 athletic fields, 2 
marinas and 1 full-service campground. The 
availability and quality of property dedicated to 
public recreation is a draw for existing and new 
residents as well as visitors. 

Presque Isle Park Often referred to as the “jewel” of Marquette, 
Presque Isle is a 323-acre forested peninsula that 
is encircled by Lake Superior. It is home to a rock 
formation known as Blackrocks, known across the 
country for providing the opportunity for cliff 
jumping right into Lake Superior. 

Core Community Marquette is one of two designated Core 
Communities in Marquette County. The Core 
Communities designation provides the 
Marquette with three economic development 
tools; brownfield redevelopment incentives, 
obsolete property rehabilitation exemptions, and 
neighborhood enterprise zones. 
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Lake Superior The City of Marquette has nearly 11 miles of 
public shoreline and continues to look for 
opportunities to add to this inventory when 
possible. 

Ore Docks Marquette has two ore docks; a functional 
working dock on the north side of town and a 
decommissioned dock located in the lower 
harbor. The lower harbor ore dock is one of the 
most photographed structures in the City and is a 
static monument to Marquette’s past. The upper 
harbor ore dock provides visitors with the 
opportunity to see massive ore freighters up 
close in addition to the economic activity 
generated by its use. 

Community Festivals/Events The City has an active community event schedule, 
most visibly in Mattson Lower Harbor Park and 
the downtown area. These events are almost all 
put on by local organizations and many are 
beloved traditions for residents and visitors. 

Cost of Living According to Salary.com, the cost of living in 
Marquette is 7.9% lower than the national 
average. 

Heartwood Forest The City purchased a 2,243-acre forest on the 
southern end of the City in 2005 for $5 million. 
350 acres were identified for development and 
the rest has been largely dedicated for 
conservation or recreation. The publicly owned 
forest has a renowned trail system managed by 
the Noquemanon Trail Network. 

 
Resources 
The City of Marquette has several active local resources for marketing and relies on external partners for 

widespread marketing outside of the city. Current local resources include: 
 

Resource Notes 

City Website The City maintains an active website at 
https://www.marquettemi.gov/  to serve as a 
general City resource. The site was redesigned in 
2017 and is updated on a regular basis. 

Social Media The City maintains eight Facebook pages 
including a general City page and specialized 
pages for Tourist Park, Presque Isle Park, 
Lakeview Arena, Cinder Pond and Presque Isle 
Marinas, the Senior Center, the Fire Department, 
and the Police Department. Collectively, all of the 
City pages have 30,789 followers. 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 81 of 169

https://www.marquettemi.gov/


 

4 
 

Local Media Local News: WLUC/TV 6, ABC 10, WJMN Local 3 

 Newspaper: The Mining Journal 
Radio: Sunny 101.9 

Utility Bills The City distributes community information 
through monthly utility bills. 

 
Partners 
The City of Marquette has many important partners who engage in economic development and 

marketing efforts aimed at various audiences. 
 

Resource Audience Current Activities 

Downtown Development 
Authority 

Businesses, 
Residents, Visitors 

The Marquette Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) advances the continued vitality 
and growth of the downtown district through 
ongoing economic analysis, long-range planning, 
and strategic public improvements. The DDA is 
administered by an Executive Director and an 
eight-member board appointed by the 
Marquette City Commission and City Manager. 

Current initiatives focus on business 
attraction and retention, infrastructure 
enhancements, and placemaking efforts that 
strengthen the downtown experience. The 
DDA is presently engaged in a 
comprehensive wayfinding project designed 
to improve navigation and reinforce the 
established downtown brand, with final 
design completion anticipated in early 2026 
and installation scheduled for fall 2026. 
Additionally, the DDA leads marketing and 
promotional programs that position 
Downtown Marquette as a premier 
destination for residents, visitors, and 
businesses. 
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City of Marquette Arts and 
Culture Division 

Residents, Visitors The City of Marquette Arts and Culture Division 
serves to encourage, develop, and facilitate a 
rich environment of artistic, creative, and 
cultural activity in Marquette. This division of 
the Community Services Department 
implements the Arts and Culture Master Plan, 
provides community arts programming, and was 
instrumental in establishing a Cultural Trail 
along the lakeshore. 

The City Arts and Culture Division also assists with 
organizing various art events. 

Travel Marquette Visitors Travel Marquette is billed as the “official 
destination marketing organization for 
Marquette County in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula”. They are funded through a local 

  hotel/motel tax as the convention and 
visitor’s bureau and are designed to market 
Marquette as a destination to the traveling 
public and 
provide area resources and advice to tourists, 
event and meeting planners and the media. 

Northern Michigan 
University (NMU) 

Students, Alumni Northern Michigan University is a four-year 
public university located in Marquette. NMU has 
a student population of approximately 8,000 
students and brings a consistent flow of visitors 
and new residents to the City. 

Pure Michigan Visitors Marquette has a dedicated page at 
https://www.michigan.org/city/marquette to 
help potential visitors plan a trip. 

Noquemanon Trail Network 
(NTN) 

Residents, Visitors NTN's mission is to secure, develop, maintain, 
and promote the use of a non-motorized trail 
network throughout the central Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan. Many of the trails in the NTN 
network are located in the City of Marquette 
and are on City property. 

 
Since its inception, the NTN has been a 
prominent amenity in the City and prime 
marketing opportunity for visitors and potential 
residents 

Invest UP Businesses InvestUP is the lead regional economic 
organization for the Upper Peninsula. Their 
mission is to drive prosperity across the Upper 
Peninsula. 
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Lake Superior Community 
Partnership (LSCP) 

Businesses, 
Industry 

The Lake Superior Community Partnership is 
Marquette County’s leading resource for 
economic development, providing a wide variety 
of affordable and effective development 
services. 

Iron Ore Heritage Trail Residents, Visitors The Iron Ore Heritage Trail is a 47-mile, year- 
round, multi-use, interpretive trail that crosses 
the Marquette Iron Range in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula. They offer amenities for visitors who 
like to bike, walk, run, hike, ORV, snowmobile, 
cross country ski, birdwatch, and/or wander. 

Marquette Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority 
(MBRA) 

Developers, 
Businesses 

The MBRA is an appointed City board that 
reviews brownfield and Act 381 plans for eligible 
expenses. Brownfield redevelopment has 
attracted a significant amount of business to the 
City of Marquette. 
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Branding 
The City of Marquette has not undertaken a formal branding effort but has determined style guidelines 

in-house based on the City logo/seal. 

Logo- Flag- Logo with URL- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fonts- 

 

External Font Correspondence Font Fonts for web and PowerPoint 

Peekaboo Times New Roman To ensure the quickest download 

time and accurate representation 
  on the Marquette City website 
  

and in PowerPoint presentations, 

use fonts that are available on 

most computers. Sans serif fonts 

are more legible on-screen than 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQffSTUVWXYZ 
 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvw/yz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR 

STUVWXYZ 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

1234567890,.:;’[]{}()?! 1234567890,.:;’[]{}()?! 
serif fonts due to their simple 

shapes. Verdana and Arial are 
  standard sans serif fonts with 
  good legibility that will appear 
  accurately on most computers. 
  Use Verdana or Arial for copy on 
  your website and in PowerPoint 
  presentations unless there is a 

  specific need for a different font. 

Color Palette- 
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Marketing Goals and Actions 
In consideration of the strong current economic foundation of the City of Marquette, this plan 

recommends continuing the implementation of current methodology and supporting vital partners in 

the community in their marketing efforts. These strategies are broken down by key audiences to reflect 

the differences in messaging and delivery methods. 
 

Businesses 

Main Goals Support existing businesses and attract new 
businesses to the City. 

Main Message The City of Marquette has a thriving business 
community and is ready to support existing 
businesses while aiding new enterprises. 

Partners DDA, MEDC, LSCP, Invent@NMU, InvestUP 
Actions 

2026 

Redevelopment Ready Community Recertification When the City receives RRC recertification, 
publish public service announcements, engage in 
interviews with local media, and display certified 
material on the City website. 

Ongoing 

Downtown Plan Implementation Support the implementation of the DDA 
Downtown Plan in order to address the desires 
and needs of the residents, businesses, and 
property owners to preserve and enhance 
relevant qualities of the downtown community 
and natural aesthetics. 

Tax Increment Financing Explore TIF opportunities for projects needing 
expanded investment in public infrastructure.  

Capital Improvement Plan  

     
      

Create  a new Asset Management Plan and 
integrate with the Capital Improvements Plan so
the City can  invest  in  the capital  improvements
that  make  Marquette  a  marketable  place  to 
develop property. 
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Residents 

Main Goals Encourage community participation from current 
residents and demonstrate the value of 
Marquette to potential new residents. 

Main Message Continue to make Marquette a quality 
community to live and work within. 

Partners DDA, Local Service Organizations 

Actions 

2026 - 2028 

Strategic Plan Implementation Build upon the efforts of the recent Community 
Master Plan Project and implement the FY26-28 
Strategic Plan. Highlights include a Climate Action 
Plan, Sustainable Tourism Plan, Financial and 
Capital Improvements Dashboard, Adoption of a 
Capital reserve Policy and fund, and updating the 
Economic Development Plan. 

2026 

Lakeshore Boulevard Project The Lakeshore Boulevard reconstruction project 
is a landmark achievement for the City that will 
increase public access to Lake Superior and 
provide development opportunities on the 
northern end of the City. The reconstruction will 
be useful in marketing materials for the City in 
general and the Cliffs-Dow site. The project will be 
completed in 2026. 

Ongoing 

Community Festivals and Events Continue to provide promotional fund relief to 
service organizations for the utilization of public 
space for community events. 

Ensure these events are being promoted on 
social media and other marketing resources 
identified in this plan. 

Bimonthly Newsletter Continue the publication of the Marquette 
Matters newsletter on a bimonthly basis. 
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Visitors 

Main Goals Attract new and repeat visitors to the City. 

Main Message Marquette has a winning combination of local 
character, accessible recreational opportunities, 
and community businesses that provides a draw 
for new and repeat visitors. 

Partners DDA, Travel Marquette, NTN 

Actions 

2026-2028 

Sustainable Tourism Plan Partner with a Planning Consulting Firm to draft 
and adopt a plan to outline a process that will 
strengthen our identity while supporting a 
balanced and livable community. 

Ongoing 

Downtown Plan All successful downtowns have memorable 
spaces for public gatherings, special events, and 
recreation. Public spaces, in the form of parks 
and plazas, provide areas for residents and 
shoppers to gather and enjoy. They 
also provide visual relief to the urban 
environment, contributing to the variety and 
identity of the downtown. Downtown Marquette 
offers some of these elements; however, access 
to open space, particularly adjacent to Lake 
Superior, should be improved. 
The Downtown Plan offers a number of 
implementable strategies for making the area 
more conducive and attractive to visitors. 

Community Festivals and Events Continue to provide promotional fund relief to 
service organizations for the utilization of public 
space for community events. 

 
Ensure these events are being promoted on 
social media and other marketing resources 
identified in this plan. 

Ensure community events are listed on the MQT 
Compass community calendar. 

Trail Networks Continue to maintain the City Multi Use Path and 
support the NTN trail management agreement. 

Share details of events held at the trails and 
encourage sustainable and respectful trail usage in 
promotional material about Marquette. 
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Developers 

Main Goals Attract new development to the City and 
encourage additional investment and 
redevelopment from existing businesses and 
residents. 

Main Message Marquette is ready to assist with responsible and 
sustainable development 

Partners MEDC, DDA, MBRA 

Actions 

2026 - 2028 

Economic Development Plan Update the Economic Development Plan to 
include specific targets as well as defining the 
City’s fiscal role. This includes advocating on 
behalf of the City with all levels of government 
through administrative and legislative 
connections, as well as seeking third-party funding 
opportunities. 

Redevelopment Ready Communities Recertification When the City receives RRC recertification, 
publish public service announcements, engage in 
interviews with local media, and display certified 
material on the City website. 

Ongoing 

Market Priority Sites List priority redevelopment sites with the MEDC 
after the RRC certification. 

Land Development Code Review The City of Marquette Land Development Code 
was adopted in February of 2019, introducing 
new zoning updates. The Land Development 
Code (a.k.a., Zoning Ordinance) is designed to 
implement and be consistent with the goals, 
objectives, policies, and strategies of the adopted 
Master Plan of the City of Marquette. 

The Planning Commission and Community 
Development staff review the LDC annually and 
have comprehensively updated it five times since 
2019 to address community needs and interests, 
clarify regulations, streamline development, and 
refine what a practical and equitable 
development framework is for the community. 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Adoption of Amended Public Participation Plan

BACKGROUND: 
The City obtained Redevelopment Ready Certification (RRC) through the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation in October of 2021.
 
Over the past four years the City has utilized the benefits of certification, including receiving
$30,000 in grant funding for the development of the Community Master Plan.
 
It is now time for the City to seek recertification in the RRC program and one of the items that
needs to be updated is the attached Public Participation Plan. Staff has drafted the amended plan
that updates (updates highlighted) the content to reflect 2025 and forward.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopted the Amended Public Participation Plan as presented.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Amended Public Participation Plan
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City of Marquette 

Public Participation Plan 
 

Adopted by the Marquette City Commission on ___________ 
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Introduction 
The City of Marquette adopted its Community Master Plan (CMP) on October 15, 2024. The CMP is a 

primary guide for strategically managing change and opportunities within the broad realm of urban 

affairs. It is grounded in the data, observations and community preferences of the present time, but it 

also looks to the future. The CMP essentially identifies the gap between where we are as a community 

and where we want to go and provides recommendations on how to bridge the gap. Marquette’s goals 

can be best expressed by the guiding principles found in the CMP: 

 

A. Steward and cherish our natural assets 

B. Encourage quality housing at multiple price points and in locations with access to nonmotorized 

and public transportation 

C. Preserve our entire history 

D. Encourage development and vibrancy in our commercial districts and corridors 

E. Create safe and enjoyable transportation and recreations options year-round 

F. Maintain and connect our neighborhoods 

As part of the planning process of designing and developing our community, this Public Participation 

Plan is also being updated. This Plan is an essential tool for outlining how elected officials, appointed 

officials and boards and commissions engage the public throughout the planning and development 

process. The Plan also acts as a tool for accountability and transparency requiring a municipality to seek 

public input as well as report the results to the people. 

When preparing and updating the Community Master Plan, it was important to work with citizens to 

identify the issues and challenges unique to the community. As part of the Public Participation Plan, we 

as a community must evaluate our current strengths and needs followed by a vision for the future. The 

City of Marquette’s Public Participation Plan strategy is to encourage community members to take part 

in the City planning process in an effort to gain support for the collective community vision and produce 

a plan that best reflects the overall vison of the community. 

Public Participation Guiding Goals and Objectives 
The City of Marquette shall oversee all aspects of citizen/public participation in an open manner, by 

making the participation process accessible to anyone interested in taking part. 

The City of Marquette shall continue to seek out public participation during the implementation of the 

2023 Community Master Plan. 

The City of Marquette shall strive to have a diverse group of stakeholders in planning, land use and 

development decisions. 

The City of Marquette shall encourage the involvement of residents most affected by the proposed 

planning, land use or development projects. 

The City of Marquette shall make all efforts to ensure involvement of citizens throughout all stages of 

the planning and review process. 

The City of Marquette shall use all forms of communication possible for distributing information and 

receiving comments and feedback. 
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The City of Marquette shall support and encourage participation by making information available in a 

timely manner, allowing the citizens/public to take part in important decisions at various stages of the 

review and approval processes. 

 

The City of Marquette shall seek broad identification and representative involvement of all residents of 

the community. The diverse characteristics and needs of residents require different communication and 

outreach techniques. 

 

The City of Marquette shall support and encourage continuous improvement in the methods used to 

meet the public need for information and involvement. Public information and involvement methods 

are continually evolving. The municipality is committed to seek new and innovative ways to engage and 

keep the public involved throughout the process. 

Public Participation History 
The City of Marquette has an extensive history with ongoing public participation in community planning. 

The public has been involved in the development and implementation of the Community Master Plan, 

Arts and Culture Master Plan, Five Year Recreation Master Plan as well as other public planning 

processes. The City has demonstrated a commitment to public participation and the importance of 

these contributions to the planning process. 

Public Feedback 
In order to serve the citizens of the City of Marquette better, we require feedback/input regarding how 

the City’s citizens would like us to communicate information. 

The City of Marquette is committed to providing avenues for feedback to our citizens by using such tools 

as e-mails, telephone calls, exit surveys and such. To provide feedback on any City program or planning 

initiative, citizens are encouraged to contact the appropriate City office, the City Manager’s Office or 

their elected Commissioners. 

Proactive Public Education 
Residents of the City of Marquette are passionate about the present and future state of their City. New 

projects and developments in the City occasionally evoke strong reactions and can require additional 

proactive outreach to educate residents before official Commission action is taken. 

The City Manager and City staff are well attuned to the views of City residents and are able to recognize 

issues that will prompt heightened discussion. Through familiarity with the community, the City is able 

to recognize when further education and discussion will be warranted and are able to plan accordingly. 

This can come in the way of information dissemination through the City website, social media, printed 

publications, public meetings and other avenues of communication. 

Additionally, when issues requiring more community outreach arise unexpectedly, the City has multiple 

avenues to receive feedback from residents (i.e. phone calls, emails, public meetings, elected official 

contacts, City Manager open office hours) and can formulate an appropriate response strategy. 

When issues involving developers in the community arise, the City is able to be a facilitating resource by 

offering public meeting space, providing a medium for information and publicizing meetings. 
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Public Access to Information 
As required by law, the City of Marquette will provide the public reasonable and timely access to 

information and records relating to the Community Master Plan, Public Participation Plan and 

amendments to any of the plans. 

Transparency in governance is a top priority for the City of Marquette and City staff endeavor to provide 

residents with increased access to their government through the dissemination of relevant information 

through multiple mediums. Transparent governance ensures that the needs of citizens are met in a fair, 

responsible and open manner. 

Interested stakeholders are encouraged to check the City’s website at www.marquettemi.gov, or social 

media pages such as Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/mqtcty) in order to be kept informed of any 

meeting/hearing changes or cancellations. Marquette City Commission regular meetings are streamed 

live on the City YouTube channel. In addition, all regularly scheduled Marquette City Commission 

meetings are televised on Public Channel 191 on Spectrum cable. Meeting agendas and packets are 

available the Friday prior to a Commission meeting either digitally on the City’s website or physically in 

City Hall or the Peter White Public Library. Meeting minutes are posted on the City’s website following 

approval. 

The Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals agendas are also available on the City’s website 

in advance of the meeting. 

Accessibility 
Public meetings in the City of Marquette, including City Commission, City boards and commissions, 

public forums and planning meetings, take place in publicized, barrier-free locations and all reasonable 

accommodations are made to ensure they are accessible. City Commission regular meetings are 

recorded, televised and live streamed to provide an alternative avenue for viewing and are also 

summarized by approved minutes. The City website also adheres to the Web Content Accessibility 

Guidelines 2.0 Level AA standards for website design as required by the Federal General Services 

Administration. 

Key Stakeholders 
City stakeholders are individuals, group, businesses and other organizations that are affected by 

development in the City of Marquette. These stakeholders have different inputs into the City’s 

operations, policies and development and include, but are not limited to, the groups in the below table. 
 

 

 
 

 
Regional Partners 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

Central Upper Peninsula Planning And Development Regional 
Committee (CUPPAD) 

Michigan Department of Transportation 

Next Michigan Superior Trade Zone 

Superior Watershed Partnership 

Lake Superior Community Partnership 
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Non-Profits/Associations 

Rotary Club of Marquette 

Marquette County Exchange Club 

Friends of Marquette Public Art 

Upper Peninsula Children's Museum 

Marquette Beautification Committee 

Northern Michigan Public Service Academy 

Upper Peninsula Arts and Culture Alliance 

Religious Groups 
Marquette Ambassadors 

 
Education Providers 

Marquette Area Public Schools 

Marquette Alger Regional Educational Service Agency 

Northern Michigan University 

 
People 

City Residents 

Tourists 

Senior Citizens 

Public Employees 

 
 
 

 
Businesses/ Business 

Organizations 

Invest U.P. 

U.P. Health Systems- Marquette 

Veridea Group 

RTI Surgical 

Commercial business owners 

Potential investors and developers 

Innovate Marquette 

Travel Marquette/Marquette County Conventions and Visitors Bureau 

Next Michigan Superior Trade Zone 

 
 

 
Governmental 

City Commission 

Downtown Development Authority 

Marquette County 

Chocolay Township 

Marquette Township 

State of Michigan 

State and Federal Elected Officials 

 
Public Involvement Strategies 
The following traditional public involvement strategies will be used by the City of Marquette as part of 

public outreach: 

• City Commission meetings 

• City Board/Committee meetings 

• Public forums 

• Person to person communications 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 96 of 169



7  

• Public service announcements 

o Website postings 

o Newspaper postings 

• Utility bill notices 

• Channel 191 notices 

• Surveys and public outreach 
In addition to the traditional methods used by the City of Marquette to get citizens involved in the 

decision-making processes that will shape the future of the community, the following non-traditional 

methods will also be used to reach out to the citizens of the community: 

 

Community Office Hours 
Every second Wednesday of the month, the City Manager conducts open office hours at the Peter White Public 
Library from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. The open office hours provide citizens with the opportunity to meet with the City 
Manager in an informal setting and discuss comments and concerns about City business. 
 
Radio Shows 
Prior to each regular City Commission meeting, the City Manager is a guest on a local radio station to 

discuss the pending City Commission agenda and City matters. 

 

Quarterly Manager/Supervisor Meetings 
Every quarter, the City Manager meets with manager and supervisors from surrounding cities in 

Marquette County and townships in a rotating location. The purpose of these meetings is to bring local 

municipal executives together to ensure an open dialogue about matters affection the area. 

 

Social Media 
The City Facebook page will be routinely used to update the citizens of the community as part of the 

public involvement strategy. The City Facebook page can be found at: 

https://www.facebook.com/mqtcty/. 

 

Internet Access 
The City of Marquette website (www.marquettemi.gov) will continue to be routinely updated. All 

documents distributed at meetings and community events will be included on the website, including 

such items as draft maps, the planning process, schedules and other related information. 

 

Bimonthly Newsletter 
The City of Marquette issues a bimonthly newsletter which contains information about upcoming 

community meetings and other public involvement/informational opportunities and schedules. 

 

Charettes 
The City of Marquette will continue to utilize charrettes as a tool to encourage community involvement. 

Charrettes are meetings in which stakeholders take part in a participatory planning process in an effort 
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to collaboratively design a solution to a problem. Charettes are especially useful in providing community 

input and feedback for designers and planners during the participatory process of planning. 

 

Surveys 
The City of Marquette utilizes surveys for gathering public opinion and data for projects, initiatives and 

key decisions. These surveys can be done community-wide through utility bill distribution and can also 

be distributed at the end of informational and community meetings. 

Governing Local and State Regulations 
The City of Marquette follows the Local and State regulations listed below. This includes a list for the 

public review process, public participation, and public meetings/hearings. 

• Home Rule City Act 

• Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 

• Downtown Development Authority Act 

• Michigan Open Meetings Act 

• Freedom of Information Act 

• Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act 

• New Personal Property Exception Act 

• Corridor Improvement Act 

• Michigan Planning Enabling Act 

• City of Marquette City Charter 

• City of Marquette Code of Ordinances 

• Any other local and state legislations 

Development Review Bodies / Public Meetings and Hearing 
Marquette City Commission 
The City Commission is comprised of seven elected at-large citizens to serve staggered three-year terms. 

Candidates for City Commission undergo an August primary (if required) and then are placed on the 

November general election ballot. Candidates must be U.S. citizens, registered voters and a resident of 

the City of Marquette for at least one year at the time of filing. They are nominated by petitions or a 

registration fee filed with the City Clerk. The Commission constitutes the legislative and governing body 

of the City, possessing all powers and authority to pass ordinances and adopt resolutions as they shall 

deem proper in order to exercise any or all powers held by the City. 

 

Regular meetings of the Marquette City Commission will be held on the second and last Monday of each 

month with the business portion commencing at 6:00 p.m. in the Marquette City Commission Chambers 

at City Hall, unless otherwise rescheduled by action of the Commission. Commission meetings shall 

conclude no later than 10:00 p.m., subject to extension by the Commission. If a regularly scheduled 

meeting falls on a legal holiday, it shall be scheduled for the next day. 
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Marquette City Planning Commission 
It has been the ongoing practice of the Planning Commission to hold public hearings for all land use and 

development applications (site plan, special use permit, rezoning, Community Master Plan updates, etc.) 

that come before them, as required by the Marquette Land Development Code and other applicable 

regulations. Another primary objective has been to develop and update a Community Master Plan for 

the physical development of the City. The Planning Commission recommends action to the City 

Commission on preliminary plat applications, reviews and makes recommendations concerning 

proposed rezoning or amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. Nine members are appointed for three-

year terms. 

The Planning Commission and City staff schedule and publish the notification of a public hearing before 

the Planning Commission in a newspaper of general distribution in the City not less than 15 days prior to 

the hearing on a site plan application as mandated by the Planning Commission’s bylaws and the City of 

Marquette Land Development Code. Additionally, land use and development application notifications 

shall be sent by mail to the applicant, the owner of the subject property, and the owners of property 

within 300 feet of the subject property. 

The Planning Commission meeting agenda and meeting packet shall be made available on the City’s 

website (www.marquettemi.gov) in advance of the meeting, typically on Friday the week before the 

scheduled meeting. 

Meetings are held the first and third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in Commission Chambers; 

however, when August Primary Elections and the November General Elections are held, the group 

meets the second and third Tuesday of the month. 

APPOINTED BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

The City encourages participation in local government planning and policy decisions. Therefore, all 

citizens are invited to apply for appointments to City boards and commissions. Through these 

opportunities, civic-minded citizens become involved in their local government. These groups provide 

recommendations to the City Commission on a variety of topics and issues. The members of boards and 

committees analyze options and influence important decisions on behalf of the community. As a result, 

the City benefits from the vast knowledge, experience and expertise of its citizens. 

In general, depending on the nature and location of the project, many boards and committees may 

review proposed planning documents. These boards and committees function in two distinct capacities 

in the public policy process in the City of Marquette- advisory and administrative. Some will serve in 

both capacities. 

Each advisory board or committee makes recommendations to the City Commission based on the scope 

of its particular service area. Typically, advisory boards and committee have a work agenda in place for a 

calendar year during which it undertakes projects and deliberates on issues. The City Commission is 

responsible for making the final decisions on most issues or topics, but it will look to these groups for 

recommendations, background information and analysis. As the elected body, the City Commission has 

discretion to accept recommendations in full, in part, or not at all. Certain boards and committees have 

an additional administrative role. This means that they are permitted or required by City Charter, statute 

or ordinance to conduct formal reviews and issue administrative decisions. 
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Board and committee member positions are all voluntary and are appointed by the Mayor, with the 

consensus of the City Commission. Preparation for some meetings may require additional time 

obligations. Once committed, attendance at all regularly scheduled meetings is critical. 

How to Apply for Boards and Commissions 

1. Review the list of vacant positions and determine your top choices. Every effort will be made to 

accommodate your first preference, but vacancies vary and demand for some boards may be 

higher than others. 

2. Complete the required Boards and Committees Application Form located at 

www.marquettemi.gov/boardapplication. Paper copies are also available in the City Manager’s 

Office at 300 W Baraga Ave. 

3. As vacancies occur, applications are reviewed and a background check is conducted. 

4. All members of boards and committees must be residents of the City of Marquette for at least 

one year and must be registered voters in the City of Marquette. Applicants cannot be in default 

to the City, be a City employee or be directly related to a City Commissioner. Members can’t be 

reappointed to a board after six consecutive years of service and must wait two years after 

exiting to be eligible for appointment to that board again. All board members are expected to 

attend all regular and special meetings. 

5. Applications will remain on file for six months if a vacancy is not available. 
 
Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 
The Arts and Culture Advisory Committee advises the City Commission in its effort to support, facilitate 

and grow an empowered and vital arts, cultural and creative community. Nine members are appointed 

for three-year terms. 

 

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month (unless otherwise specified) at 5 p.m. in the Arts 

& Culture Center. 

Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 
The BZA has the power to hear and decide appeals on matters where the Land Development Code 

provides for review of an administrative interpretation, exception or special approval permit. The Board 

can also authorize a variance from the strict application of the Land Development Code. Six members 

are appointed for three-year terms and one Planning Commissioner serves a one-year term. 

The BZA meets on the first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. in Commission Chambers. 

Board of Review 
The Board of Review hears appeals from all property owners who feel their property has been 

inaccurately assessed and has the power to make appropriate corrections in the tax roll. The Board of 

Review consists of five members serving three-year terms. 

 

The Board meets on three separate days in March in the City Commission Chambers to review the 

assessment roll and to hear complaints. A one-day session is held as needed each July and December to 

correct clerical errors. 
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Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
The Marquette Brownfield Redevelopment Authority facilitates the implementation of brownfield plans 

relating to the designation and treatment of brownfield redevelopment zones and to promote the 

revitalization of environmentally distressed areas in the community served by the City of Marquette 

pursuant to Michigan Public Act 381. Seven members are appointed for three-year terms.  

 

The Authority meets the third Thursday of each month at 8 a.m. in the second floor conference room of 

the Municipal Service Center located at 1100 Wright St. 

 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
The Marquette DDA was established by the City Commission on January 12, 1976 under Michigan’s 
Downtown Development Authority Act (Public Act 197 of 1975, repealed). It is now governed by the 
Recodified Tax Increment Financing Act (Public Act 57 of 2018), which consolidates earlier Tax Increment 
Financing statutes and adds transparency and annual reporting requirements. The DDA is responsible 
for planning and implementing economic development and historic preservation activities and for 
preventing deterioration in the downtown business district. 
  
State law sets the powers, duties, and procedures for the DDA. The City’s chief executive officer, which 
for Marquette is the City Manager or their designee, serves as a member. Not less than a majority of the 
members must have an interest in property located in the downtown district. Because more than 100 
people reside in the district, at least one member must be a resident of the downtown district. 
Appointed members serve four-year terms. 
  
The DDA typically meets on the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 a.m. at the Marquette 
Commons, located at 112 S. Third Street. 
 
Elections Board 
This Board appoints the inspector of each election precinct and has charge of all activities and duties 

required of them by statute and City Charter relating to the conduct of elections in the City. There are 

four members serving four-year terms; the City Clerk chairs these meetings (based on the Charter), and 

by virtue of their position, serves for an indefinite term. 

Meetings are held as needed. 

Local Development Finance Authority 
The City of Marquette’s Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) is a primary means of making tax 

increment financing procedures available to assist industrial development. Utilizing Tax Increment 

Financing (TIF), the Authority captures any increases in property valuations above a base level 

established before the redevelopment process begins. The LDFA is a public corporate body created 

primarily to plan and finance the development and redevelopment of designated facilities, agricultural 

processing facilities, and high technology activity. LDFAs are typically used to finance the infrastructure 

and public improvements necessary to attract these types of businesses to an area. The Authority 

consists of 11 members serving four-year terms. Seven of the members are appointed by the City, 

Northern Michigan University appoints one member, Marquette Area Public Schools appoints two 

members and Marquette County appoints one member. 

 

Meetings are held at the Invent@NMU offices on the third Monday of the first month of each quarter at 

4 p.m. 
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Local Officers Compensation Commission 
The Compensation Commission determines the salaries of elected City officials (City Commission and 

Board of Light & Power). There are seven members serving seven-year terms. 

The Board meets only in odd-numbered years at the call of the Chairperson. 

Marquette Area Wastewater Advisory Board 
The Board oversees the operation of the Wastewater Treatment Plant based on provisions an 

agreement between the City and the Townships of Marquette and Chocolay on Sept. 19, 1977. The 

Board consists of five members serving three-year terms. Three of the five members are appointed by 

the City; each Township appoints one member. The governing body of each local unit may also appoint 

up to two alternate board members for each board member it appoints. The term of office of each 

alternate will coincide with the terms of office of Board members. If a member resigns, their alternate 

would serve until the term expires or the municipality appoints another. 

 

Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the Marquette Area Wastewater 

Treatment Facility (1930 U.S. 41 South Marquette). 

 

Marquette Housing Commission 
The Housing Commission is responsible for the operation of the City's subsidized public housing and also sets policy 
and programs for its staff. There are five members serving five-year terms. 
 
Meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of each month at 12 p.m. in the Housing Commission offices at 316 

Pine St. 

 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board advises the City Commission on the operation of the parks 

system, Lakeview Arena and recreation programs. Nine members are appointed for three-year terms. 

 

Meetings are held the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m., except for February, which is held on the 

second Monday at 6 p.m. Meetings are held at Lakeview Arena in the Citizens Forum room. 

 
Peter White Public Library Board of Trustees 
The Peter White Public Library Board of Trustees is responsible for the operations and setting policy, 

programs and determining the budget for the Library. The Board may also levy up to 1.5 mills on the 

City’s SEV for operating expenses. There are five members serving five-year terms. 

 

Meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 5:00 p.m. in the Shiras Room at the Library. 
 
Police-Fire Pension Board 
This Board is responsible for the operation of the Police-Fire Pension System including investments and 

decisions on membership. There are five members including the City Treasurer, a member from both 

the Fire and Police Departments, and two members at large. 

 

Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 8:30 a.m. in City Hall. 
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Public Art Commission 
The Marquette City Commission adopted a Public Art Policy in 2017 that established the Public Art 

Commission. The City recognizes that the inclusion of art in appropriate capital improvement projects in 

the City will promote its cultural heritage and artistic development, enhance the City’s character and 

identity, contribute to economic development and tourism, add warmth, dignity, beauty and 

accessibility to spaces accessible to the public, and expand the experience and participation of citizens 

with the arts.  

 

The adopted policy also made funding available to support the inclusion of works of art in public spaces 

in the City. The seven-member volunteer oversight body is responsible for developing guidelines and 

administering the new Public Art Policy. 

 

Traffic/Parking Advisory Committee 
The Traffic/Parking Advisory Committee advises the City Commission on matters relating to parking, 

traffic flows, traffic patterns and complete streets. Complete streets are a system of streets planned, 

designed and constructed to provide appropriate access to all legal users in a manner that promotes 

safe and efficient movement of people and goods, whether by car, truck, transit, assistive device, foot or 

bicycle. Seven members are appointed for three-year terms. 

 

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 5 p.m. in the Police Department. 
 

Pertinent State Regulations 
Michigan Open Meetings Act 

In accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings Act (PA 267 of 1976), the City Commission will hold 
meetings in the City Hall located 300 W. Baraga Ave., which is accessible to the general public. The 
public will be notified within 10 days of the first meeting of the Commission in each calendar or fiscal 
year; the body will publicly post a list stating the dates, times and places of all its regular meeting at its 
principle office. If there is a change in schedule, within three days of the meeting in which the change is 
made, the City Clerk will post a notice stating the new dates, times, and places of regular meetings. For 
special and irregular meetings, the City Clerk will post a notice indicating the date, time, and place at 
least 18 hours before the meeting. Note: A regular meeting of the Commission which is recessed for 
more than 36 hours, can only be convened if a notice is posted 18 hours in advance. The Commission 
will hold emergency sessions without a written notice or time constraints if the public health, safety, or 
welfare is severely threatened and if two-thirds of the body’s members vote to hold the emergency 
meeting. 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act 
In Michigan, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act determines the rules and regulations local governments 

must follow when preparing the CMP. In accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (PA 33 of 

2008) the following parties will be notified via first class mail, personal delivery, or electronic mail by the 

Planning Commission of the intent to plan and request the recipient’s cooperation and comment: 

• The county in which the municipality is located. 

• The regional planning commission for the region in which the municipality is located, if there is 

no county planning commission for the county in which that municipality is located. If there is a 

county planning commission, the municipal planning commission may consult with the regional 

planning commission but is not required to do so. 
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• The county planning commission, or if there is no county planning commission, the county 

board of commissioners for the county in which that municipality is located. 

• Each public utility company, railroad company, and public transportation agency owning and 

operating a public utility, railroad, or public transportation system within the local unit of 

government, and any government entity that registers its name and mailing address for the 

purpose with the planning commission. 

Community Master Plan 
The City of Marquette follows the provisions of Michigan Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended, for the 

adoption of, and amendments to, the Community Master Plan (CMP). The Marquette City Planning 

Commission and Community Development Department will continue to engage in a comprehensive 

planning process in implementing and updating the Community Master Plan to build and adapt 

Marquette, to ensure that the City can improve resident’s lives and businesses over the next 20 years 

and to maintain the quality place Marquette residents want to live in today and in 2035. 

 

Current planning efforts build upon the City’s extensive history of public planning efforts. The CMP 

considers extensive data and policy information, public opinions gathered, accomplishments and 

shortcomings of the previous Plan and emerging issues. 

 

Marquette is presently a small town in a rural area, but it may not remain so for much longer. In fact, 

Marquette could grow substantially depending upon how trends including large-scale economics and 

climate change develop, and/or based on its own successes and failures, as well as unforeseen events. 

Regardless, there will be many complex problems to solve over time, and the CMP is the key resource 

that City officials and the public can use to steadily advance the community towards its visionary future. 

The Community Master Plan is a living document that will be reviewed annually, amended periodically, 

and updated thoroughly at least every 10 years, to reflect changing circumstances. 

Land Development Code (LDC) 
Pursuant to the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended), the Land 

Development Code (a.k.a., Zoning Ordinance) is designed to implement and be consistent with the 

goals, objectives, policies and strategies of the adopted Community Master Plan of the City of 

Marquette through complete, integrated, effective and concise land development regulations to: 

• Protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of residents and visitors of the City; 

• Regulate the use of land and buildings by dividing the City of Marquette into districts; 

• Provide for the orderly development of the City to regulate the location, height, bulk, erection 

and construction of structures and buildings to be used for business, industry, residence, 

agriculture, energy production, social purposes and other specified purposes; 

• Provide for adequate light, air, and convenience of access to secure safety from fire and other 

hazards; 

• Avoid undue concentration of population by establishing minimum open spaces, yards, and 

other open spaces; 

• Provide for traffic safety and adequacy of parking and loading vehicles; 

• Facilitate the development of adequate systems of fire protection, education, recreation, and 

public utilities and services; 
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• Protect the quality of the shoreline and other environmentally sensitive areas; and 

• Conserve natural resources and promote additional natural resources. 

The City Commission, the Planning Commission, or the property owner (including a designated agent of 

the property owner) may at any time originate a petition to amend or change the zoning district 

boundaries pursuant to the authority and procedure established by Act 110 of Public Acts of 2006 as 

amended. Changes in the text of the LDC may be proposed by the City Commission, Planning 

Commission or any interested person or organization. The Planning Commission shall set a time and 

date for a public hearing, and the public hearing shall be noticed in accordance with Section 54.1406 of 

City Code. The staff liaison of the body charged with conducting a public hearing required by the LDC 

shall, upon receipt of a completed application, select a reasonable time and place for such hearing on 

behalf of the relevant body. Such hearings shall be subject to the procedures set forth in the Michigan 

Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended, and the provisions of the Ordinance. Notice of 

the request shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation not less than 15 days before the 

date the application will be considered for approval. Notice will be sent by mail or personal delivery to 

the owners of property for which approval is being considered. The notice will be sent to all persons to 

whom real property is assessed within 300 feet of the property, regardless of municipal jurisdiction. 

Notice will also be given to the occupants of all structures within 300 feet of the property regardless of 

municipal jurisdiction. All notice delivered by mail or personal delivery must be given not less than 15 

days before the date of the public hearing. Notice shall be deemed given when personally delivered or 

when deposited during normal business hours for delivery with the U.S. Postal Service or other public or 

private delivery service. The City shall prepare a list of property owners and occupants to whom notice 

was mailed. 

Copies of the proposed changes will be made available for viewing in City of Marquette offices and on 

the City’s website (www.marquettemi.gov), at the time the public hearing notice is published. Any 

duplication costs will be incurred by the person requesting such duplication. 

After the notice of this hearing has been published, written comments may be forwarded to the 

Community Development Department. Written comments will be accepted up to one week prior of the 

public hearing and will be address at the hearing. 

The Planning Commission may refuse to schedule a hearing on a petition for rezoning which includes 

any portion of a site considered for rezoning in the previous six months. The Planning Commission shall 

review the proposed amendment, together with any reports and recommendations from staff, 

consultants, other reviewing agencies and any public comments. The Planning Commission shall identify 

and evaluate all factors relevant to the petition. Following the public hearing, the Planning Commission 

shall make a recommendation to the City Commission to either approve or deny the petition and report 

its findings to the City Commission. 

The City Commission, upon recommendation from the Planning Commission, shall either schedule a 

public hearing or deny the petition. This hearing shall be advertised in accordance with Section 54.1406 

of City Code. If determined to be necessary, the City Commission may refer the amendment back to the 

Planning Commission for further consideration. In the case of an amendment to the Official Zoning Map, 

the City Commission shall approve or deny the amendment, based upon its consideration of the criteria 

contained in the LDC. 
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Monitoring Outreach 
The City will track and record public participation when possible. Business of the City Commission and 

Planning Commission is recorded, either through video and/or written mediums, and is made available 

to the public on the City website and in City offices. Public participation during these meetings can be 

measured by attendance at meetings, recorded public comments, contacts to City offices, viewership of 

online videos and online engagement metrics of planning-related webpages. 

The City will monitor and record these statistics to measure the effectiveness of engagement strategies. 

Engagement with City Commission planning and development efforts can be recorded and reported in 

the City Annual Report published by December 1 of each year, as required by the City Charter. 

Participation in the Planning Commission and Master Plan planning processes can be reported during 

the annual publicly delivered report by the Planning Commission to the City Commission at their regular 

meeting. 

Public Participation Plan Evaluation 
The City of Marquette will review this plan periodically in order to monitor the effectiveness of the 

methods and procedures outlined above. City entities and departments will track public participation 

during outreach to provide statistics and feedback that can be reviewed in the context of this plan. 

Following the evaluation of participation strategies, the City may revise this plan to incorporate new 

best practices for public participation in the planning process. 

Reporting 
As a component of the Public Participation Plan evaluation, the City will report annually on the plans 

implementation and will provide the following information: 

• Number of newly appointed and reappointed board/committee members. 

• Number of public meetings held by the City Commission and City boards/committees, including 

work sessions and public forums. 

• Number of outreach opportunities undertaken by the City Manager (i.e. radio interviews, 

community meetings, etc.). 

• Summaries of community participation in planning meetings and charettes. 

Conclusion 
The City of Marquette strives to follow a transparent planning and development review process and will 

share relevant information with community members and any other stakeholders utilizing the following 

methods: 

• Published meeting schedules, minutes, and agendas posted on the City’s website. 

• Public hearing notices sent to affected stakeholders. 

• An actively updated website that includes a variety of topics and information pertaining to the 

development review process, including the City Charter, the City Code of Ordinances, 

resolutions, strategies and planning documents, applications and fee information, maps, and 

much more. 

• Individual webpages created for significant projects; these webpages will include related 

information, meeting notices and documents about proposed projects. 

• Proactive community outreach about significant development efforts. 
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In conclusion, the Public Participation Plan effort is intended to provide opportunities for the citizens of 

the City of Marquette to participate meaningfully in the implementation of the updated Community 

Master Plan as well as other community-driven initiatives. 
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Appendix A 

Community Master Plan Adoption 
The Planning Commission and City involved the public through many of the methods listed in the section 

of the Master Plan entitled ‘Public Involvement Strategies’ which include, but are not limited to, steering 

committees, open houses, community meetings, community walks and tours, website updates, social 

media and surveys. The City encouraged the involvement and participation of all stakeholders, including 

marginalized groups that may be typically less involved in the planning process. Stakeholder 

involvement was encouraged from the beginning and the results of public participation were made 

available to the community and participants and were incorporated as much as is reasonably possible in 

the CMP. The Planning Commission sent a notice to all stakeholders as listed in the State enabling 

legislation; the notice explained that the Planning Commission intended to prepare a plan and 

requested cooperation and comments. Comments received were recorded and included in the  

Appendix. 

 

The Planning Commission, with the assistance of consultants Beckett and Raeder, utilized extensive 

community outreach and data, including information from Federal, State, County, and Municipalities to 

determine the best practices for moving the community forward.  

 

The City also consulted with representatives of adjacent local units of government with respect to their 

planning so that conflicts in coordination are avoided. 

The Planning Commission submitted the proposed plan to the City Commission for review and 

comments. The City Commission authorized the distribution of the draft plan for review and comment. 

All comments received were recorded and included in the Appendix. 

Before approving the proposed CMP, and after the expiration of the deadline for comment, the Planning 

Commission held a public hearing on the proposed plan. The Planning Commission gave notice of the 

time and place of the public hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by publication in a 

newspaper of general circulation within Marquette. The Planning Commission also submitted a notice of 

the public hearing to the entities that received initial communication. 

The proposed plan was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission on October 1, 2024 and 

forwarded to the City Commission. The City Commission passed a resolution approving and adopting the 

CMP by a vote of 6-0 with one Commissioner absent. The resolution was signed by the Mayor and City 

Clerk and has been included inside the CMP. 

The CMP consists of a magazine-style “Vision for Marquette Guidebook” and a separate, yet extensive 

“Supplemental Report.” The entire document is available to the public at City Buildings, on the City 

website, and has been catalogued at the Peter White Public Library and the Lydia Olsen Library at 

Northern Michigan University. 
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The Michigan Planning Enabling Act recommends that a CMP be reviewed every five years, however, the  

City Planning Commission is dedicated to reviewing the plan yearly. With the adoption of the CMP in  

2024, the Planning Commission will review the plan before winter 2025. 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Application for License to Use City Property adjacent to 852 W. Bluff Street

BACKGROUND: 
Laura M. Kennedy, the owner of 852 W. Bluff Street submitted an application for a Grant of
License for the use of city property to allow for the placement of retaining walls in the right-of-way
between the sidewalk and her house, as shown on Exhibit A of the attached License.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The application fee of $475 has been paid.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the License, and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute the Grant of License.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Grant of License signed by Applicant_12-PRU-10-25
Application Packet_12-PRU-10-25_Redacted
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Dimensions for retaining wall at 852 W. Bluff St. – provided by Yard Builders, LLC. 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Application for License to Use City Property adjacent to 401 W. Washington

Street

BACKGROUND: 
401 W. Washington Street LLC has submitted an application for a Grant of License for the use of
the City's property for proposed facade renovations of the existing building, including architectural
beams and roof overhang, to encroach into the right-of-way of Washington Street as shown on
Exhibit A of the attached License.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The application fee of $460 has been paid.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the License, and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute the Grant of License.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Grant of License signed by applicant_05-PRU-05-25
Application Packet_11-PRU-10-25_Redacted
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Community Foundation of Marquette County - Grant Award

BACKGROUND: 
The City of Marquette was awarded a grant from the Community Foundation of Marquette County
in the amount of $178,650 to support infrastructure and improvement projects related to the
Cultural Trail project. The term of the grant will be from September 2025 - August 2026. 
 
The grant will fund amenities such as furniture, a sound system, projector infrastructure, a gas
fireplace, ADA door openers, and additional lighting for the gallery space. 
 
Iris Katers worked directly with staff and the foundation to provide the grant funds. A plaque will be
installed within the building recognizing Ron and Iris Katers' generous support toward the project,
per the conditions of the grant.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
A budget amendment to the construction fund will be required.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Accept the grant from the Community Foundation of Marquette County for the support of
infrastructure and improvement projects related to the Cultural Trail project and authorize the City
Manager or designee to sign the grant acceptance.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Grant Acceptance Letter
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Fee Schedule Amendment - Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
In September, the City Commission adopted a resolution implementing parking restrictions
associated with curbside residential solid waste collection services.
 
A City Fee Schedule amendment is necessary to include fines for parking violations during curbside
residential solid waste collection. Staff is recommending a $25 fine which is in line with other similar
parking fines.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action, though additional revenue may be realized from this addition.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt the attached resolution amending the City Fee Schedule to include a fine for parking in
violation of the parking restrictions related to curbside solid waste collection.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Resolution: Fee Schedule Amendment
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Resolution to Amend the City of Marquette Fee Schedule  

to Include Fines Associated with Recently Implemented 

Parking Restrictions 
 

WHEREAS, section 46-46 of the Marquette City Code allows for the City Commission to, 

by resolution, restrict parking on public streets in connection with scheduled garbage, rubbish, and 

recycling collections in the City; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Commission on September 29, 2025 adopted a resolution restricting 

parking in connection with the weekly curbside solid waste collection conducted in the City by Waste 

Management; and 

 

WHEREAS, the fines associated with parking citations in the City are all detailed in the City 

of Marquette Fee Schedule; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Marquette City Commission hereby 

amends the Parking Fines section of the City of Marquette Fee Schedule to include the following: 

 

 

Parking in violation of restrictions established under City Code Sec. 46-46 … $25 

 

 

 

Duly adopted by the Marquette City Commission on October 27, 2025. 

 

      

 

              

       Jessica Hanley, Mayor 

 

 

Certified to be a true copy on October 27, 2025. 

 

 

              

       Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Fire Labor Agreement

BACKGROUND: 
The City of Marquette has reached a new Agreement with the Marquette Firefighters Association
Local #643.  The bargaining unit has ratified the Agreement.  The main issues during negotiations
were rates of pay and various language clarifications. The parties have agreed to a three-year contract
with a 9% wage increase for year one and a 4% wage increase for years two and three.
 
The City's bargaining team would like to thank the Marquette Firefighters Association for their
willingness to work with us to negotiate an Agreement that is fair to the employees and the City.  

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The total cost for the first year 9% increase to wages is estimated at $160,943.31. This will require
a budget amendment. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the Marquette Firefighters Association Labor Agreement effective October 1, 2025
through September 30, 2028, and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement. 

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description

No Attachments Available
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Hemlock Park - Sanitary Sewer Easement Acceptance

BACKGROUND: 
The construction of public utilities that service the Hemlock Park housing development were
recently completed.  A portion of the sanitary sewer infrastructure had been planned for and
placed outside of road rights-of-ways.  In order for the City to take ownership of these utilities,
executed easements are required.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the two attached easements and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign them.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Hemlocks I LLC Easement
Hemlocks II LLC Easement
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Marquette Senior High School Club Softball Non-Profit Status - Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
A representative of the Marquette Senior High School Club Softball recently contacted the City and
requested the adoption of a resolution recognizing them as a local non-profit organization. They plan to
conduct their fundraising raffle on February 7, 2026.
 
The Bureau of State Lottery requires the local governing body to first recognize their designation as a
non-profit agency.  The group has provided the City with a copy of the proposed resolution, a roster of
their board of directors, the date of the raffle, confirmation of their IRS 501(c)(3) designation, bylaws
and articles of incorporation. Organizations supply this information when asking the Commission for this
recognition, in accordance with City Commission Policy 2011-01.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None to the City.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt the resolution recognizing the Marquette Senior High School Club Softball as a non-profit
organization operating in the community for the purpose of obtaining a charitable gaming license,
and authorize the Clerk to sign the resolution.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
MSHS Club Softball Letter of Request
Resolution
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          Marquette Senior High School    

Club Softball 
1203 West Fair Ave. 

Marquette, MI 49855 
 
 
 October 21, 2025 

 
City of Marquette 
300 W. Baraga 
Marquette, MI 49855 
 
  
Re: Local Governing Body Resolution for Charitable Gaming License 
  
Dear City Commission of Marquette, 
  
The MSHS Club Softball team is requesting a license to conduct a basket raffle at our pancake breakfast 
fundraiser on February 7, 2026. 
  
Enclosed you will find the Local Governing Body Resolution for Charitable Gaming Licenses, which is required 
by the Charitable Gaming Division. 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
Teri Haynes​
MSHS Club Softball Board Treasurer 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Master Agreement to Purchase Services (In-Home Services)

BACKGROUND: 
Approximately one-half of the Marquette Senior Center budget is constituted of revenues derived
through service agreements such as the Master Agreement to Purchase Services (In-Home
Services) under consideration.  These contracts have been implemented as service
reimbursement agreements consistent with the same approach that has been used for more than
30 years.
 
This agreement funds $72,397.66 or an estimated 2,737 units of homemaking services at a unit
reimbursement rate of $26.45, $4,076.16 or an estimated 154 units of general respite at a unit
reimbursement rate of $26.45, and $4,194.98 or an estimated 158 units of NFC respite at a unit
reimbursement rate of $26.45. There is a ten (10%) percent local in-kind match requirement
outlined in the agreement that has been budgeted under salaries and wages.
 
The City received the agreement from the County the third week of October; the effective date is
October 1, 2025.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
This agreement is consistent with the revenues budgeted for in-home services in Fiscal Year
2026.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the Master Agreement to Purchase Services (In-Home Services) for Fiscal Year 2026,
and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the Agreement.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
UPCAP Contact
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Retiree Medicare Advantage Health Insurance

BACKGROUND: 
The City’s health insurance package for eligible retirees is renewed annually for a plan year
beginning January 1. Renewal rates are obtained from our third-party administrator, the Western
Michigan Health Insurance Pool (WMHIP) through Gallagher Benefits Services, Inc. This year,
we received rates from BCBS and the Pool’s Humana plan which specializes in retirees on
Medicare Advantage.  Similar to the Western Michigan Health Insurance Pool, this retiree pool is a
group of school districts, community colleges and municipalities working together to provide high
quality and cost-effective health care for retirees. In addition to rates savings offered by this
Humana plan, the City would also see reduced administrative labor, and OPEB liability. Retirees
utilizing this plan would see minimal change in coverage with the benefit of simplified billing and
customer service access.
 
Accordingly, Human Resources is recommending making a switch to the Humana Medicare
Advantage plan administered by the WMHIP

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The City estimates it will save $16,495 for FY 26 through this change.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the change in Medicare Advantage provider to the Western Michigan Healthcare
Insurance Pool Humana Plan, and authorize the City Manager or her designee to sign the
agreement.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description

No Attachments Available
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Winter Parking Ban Resolution - Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
It has been established practice in the City of Marquette to restrict overnight parking on all public
streets from November to April, in order to facilitate snow removal across the city.
 
The Marquette City Code allows for the establishment of temporary parking restrictions on any
public street for a duration of more than two weeks but less than six months. 
 
The attached resolution officially implements parking restrictions for the winter parking ban.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the resolution to implement parking restrictions for the winter parking ban.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Winter Parking Ban Resolution
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Resolution to Implement Parking Restrictions 

For the Winter Parking Ban 
 
WHEREAS, the long-standing and established practice in the City of Marquette has been to 

restrict overnight parking on all public streets from November to April in order to facilitate 

snow removal in the city; and 

 

WHEREAS, section 46-47 of the Marquette City Code allows, upon joint recommendation 

of the Chief of Police and the City Manager, for the establishment of parking restrictions on 

any public street for a duration of more than two weeks but less than six months; and 

 

WHEREAS, upon implementation of said parking restrictions, the city shall publish on its 

website the location, duration, and reason for said restrictions; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Marquette City Commission, that, in 

accordance with Section 46-47 of the Marquette City Code, parking on public streets in the 

City shall be restricted as follows:  

 

 Beginning on November 1, 2025 and ending on April 1, 2026, no parking shall be 

permitted on any public streets or alleys in the City of Marquette between the hours 

of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

 This Winter Parking Ban is implemented to allow for the effective, efficient and safe 

removal of snow on all city streets and alleys. 

 The fine for violating the Winter Parking Ban is $75.00. 

 

Duly adopted by the Marquette City Commission on October 27, 2025. 

      

 

              

       Jessica Hanley, Mayor 

 

 

Certified to be a true copy on October 27, 2025. 

 

 

              

       Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Zamboni Purchase

BACKGROUND: 
Marquette Junior Hockey has committed to raising $180,000 toward the purchase of a new
electric Zamboni for Lakeview Arena.  To date the group has raised $120,720 in funds and
pledges toward the initiative.
 
A letter of commitment from Marquette Junior Hockey is attached.  The purchase price of the
Zamboni with Lithium Ion battery and auto breaker bar is $169,409.73.  Additional funds raised will
cover the cost of wrapping the unit with sponsors and installing the charging infrastructure in the
arena.
 
A $25,000 deposit is required with the order and the lead time on shipment of the new unit can be
up to 400 days.
 
City purchasing policy requires that any purchase over $25,000 be competitively bid unless
specific exceptions apply. In this case, Zamboni is the only U.S. manufacturer of ice resurfacing
machines, and no other brand is compatible with the City’s existing Zamboni garage setup, snow
pit, blades, or parts inventory. Additionally, Zamboni equipment for Michigan municipalities can
only be purchased through Mid America, the authorized regional distributor. For these reasons,
staff recommend that the City Commission waive the competitive bidding requirement for this
purchase.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
This will be a budget neutral purchase with Marquette Junior Hockey committed to raising all
funds, however a budget amendment will be necessary to account for the additional expense and
revenue. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Waive the competitive bidding requirement and approve the purchase of a new electric Zamboni
for Lakeview Arena in the amount of $169,409.73 and amend the budget to reflect the additional
expense and revenue.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
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Description
Zamboni Quote
MJH Letter of Commitment
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 10/27/2025

New Business
Plow Truck Purchase

BACKGROUND: 
The Department of Public Works maintains eight snow removal routes and one sander route, each
serviced by a dedicated plow. Two backup plows also support the fleet. Due to aging and
excessive frame corrosion, two plows were retired last season. One was replaced with a used
truck last spring; the second is slated for replacement in the current fiscal year.
 
After evaluating multiple vendors, staff determined that a Peterbilt plow truck offers the best
performance-to-price ratio and is the only manufacturer that can meet the height, width and turning
radius requirements that are necessary for Marquette’s steep, narrow streets. Peterbilt trucks have
historically performed well with minimal maintenance.
 
The City will leverage its membership in the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing Program—
similar to Michigan’s MI-DEAL program—to secure the truck through our regional Peterbilt dealer,
JX Truck Center of De Pere, Wisconsin. Delivery will be made to the local Peterbilt service shop
in Marquette. This method is expected to yield a 20% savings off MSRP, with delivery
approximately seven months post-order.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The Motor Pool Fund capital outlay budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26 contains $265,000 for this
purchase.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Authorize staff to utilize the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing Program to purchase one
Peterbilt plow truck from JX Truck Center of De Pere, Wisconsin at a cost not-to-exceed
$265,000.
 

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
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