
City of Marquette, MI

Meeting Agenda
City Commission

 
Monday, April 28, 2025

6:00 PM
Commission Chambers

 

300 West Baraga Ave
Marquette, Michigan 49855

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Approval of the Agenda

Announcements

Boards and Committees

1. Appointment(s)
Heather Addison, Peter White Public Library Board, for a term ending 5-1-2030

2. Reappointment(s)
Barbara Owdziej, Traffic-Parking Advisory Committee, for a term ending 5-30-2028
Gerald Kujawa, Traffic-Parking Advisory Committee, for a term ending 5-30-2028
Madeline Arquette, Marquette Arts and Culture Advisory Committee, for a term ending 6-
1-2028

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Presentation(s)

3. Upper Peninsula Children’s Museum Guardian Recognition - Norah Ryan
4. Traffic-Parking Advisory Committee, by Nicky Bates
5. Citizen's Academy Graduation

6. Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote

6.a. Approve the minutes of the April 14, 2025 regular Commission meeting
6.b. Approve the total bills payable in the amount of $671,253.86
6.c. Application for License to Use City Property Adjacent to 111 E. Spring Street
6.d. Carden International Circus, Inc. - Special Event Permit
6.e. MERS Addendum for Plan Closure [Division 110360]
6.f. Ordinance 25-03: Noxious Weeds - Roll Call Vote
6.g. Ordinance 25-04: Businesses and Business Licensing - Roll Call Vote
6.h. Ordinance 25-05: Solid Waste Collection
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6.i. Ordinance 25-06: Street Parking Restrictions
6.j. Proclamation - Frontline Worker Appreciation Month
6.k. Proclamation - National Small Business Week

New Business

7. Request to Purchase City-owned Property - Portion of McClellan Avenue Parcel - Roll
Call Vote

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Comments from the Commission

Comments from the City Manager

Adjournment

  
Kyle Whitney, City Clerk  

If you require assistance to participate in any meeting, program or activity offered by the City of
Marquette, please provide advanced notice to City of Marquette ADA Coordinator Eric Stemen at
906-225-8978 or via email at estemen@marquettemi.gov.
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Approve the minutes of the April 14, 2025 regular Commission meeting

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
April 14 minutes
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City of Marquette, MI

Meeting Minutes
City Commission

 
Monday, April 14, 2025

6:00 PM
Commission Chambers

 

300 West Baraga Ave
Marquette, Michigan 49855

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Present: Davis, Gottlieb, Hanley, Larson, Mayer, Ottaway, Schloegel

Approval of the Agenda

Commissioner Sally Davis moved to Approve the agenda as presented, seconded by
Commissioner Cody Mayer and Carried Unanimously.

Announcements

Mayor Hanley had no announcements at this point.

Boards and Committees

1. Appointment(s)
Delynn Klein, Board of Zoning Appeals for a term ending 2-15-28

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Several people spoke during public comment to oppose the adoption of Ordinance 25-
02 as written.
 
Those speaking about the proposed ordinance were Chelsie Wilkinson, Rebecca
Rucinski, Silas McNeally, Ian Watson, Daisy Rae Nelson, Will Sullivan, Heidi Kirschner,
Edward Murray, Tony Boyle, Emilie Rake, Kim Offenbacher, Ryan Redmond, Linsey
Giraud, Alex Guindon, Robert Edgcombe, Hailey Salter, Vikash Kumar, Alex Cowles
and Elijah Croschere.
Many of the speakers criticized the ordinance as overly vague, and said it could leave
enforcement open to broad interpretation. They said shelters like Room at the Inn are
regularly at capacity, meaning individuals have limited alternatives and discussed a need
for the broader community to pursue solutions, with some highlighting programs from
other communities, including Missoula, MT. Several speakers also shared personal
experiences of being unhoused, and of being shelter guests and outreach workers.

Additionally, Patrick Markey and Jay Dickinson said they have concerns about Item 7
tonight, the waiver request for a PUD proposal. They said they aren't opposed to the
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idea of the development, but have concerns about the scale and design being proposed.
They said they feel there should be more active engagement with the residents of the
neighborhood.
Michele Thomas said she is available to answer any questions the City Commission may
have regarding Agenda Item 7.

2. Consent Agenda

Commissioner Sally Davis moved to Approve the Consent Agenda as written, seconded
by Mayor Pro Tem Paul Schloegel and Carried Unanimously.

2.a. Approve the minutes of the March 31, 2025 regular Commission meeting

2.b. Approve the minutes of the April 2, 2025 Commission work session

2.c. Approve the total bills payable in the amount of $1,590,896.13 which excludes
$878.79 in City Commission travel reimbursement, this reimbursement will be New
Business items 4-5.

2.d. 2025 Fireworks Permit

2.e. Agreement to use and Occupy Unpatented Great Lakes Bottomlands for Public
Purposes

2.f. Architecture Services - Cultural Center and Trailhead Change Order

2.g. BLP Transmission Line Easement

2.h. Construction Materials Testing Services for 2025 City Construction Projects

2.i. Grove Street Booster Station Fiber Connect

2.j. MQTS, Inc. Roller Derby Storage Space Lease Agreement

2.k. Ordinance 25-03: Noxious Weeds

2.l. Ordinance 25-04: Businesses and Business Licensing

2.m. PIDP 2021 – City of Marquette – Protecting Critical Infrastructure and Improving
Efficiency – Coastal Resiliency Project

2.n. Proclamation - Workers Memorial Day

2.o. Sidewalk Repair and Replacement & Third Street Coal Bunker Rehabilitiation
Project

2.p. Street Improvements and Structure Cover Adjustments Project

New Business

3. Ordinance 25-02: Overnight Occupation of Public Property - Roll Call Vote
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Commissioner Cody Mayer moved to Adopt Ordinance #25-02, seconded by
Mayor Pro Tem Paul Schloegel. Discussion ensued.

Commissioner Mayer said he agrees the ordinance is vague. He said he thinks that
the intention should be made clearer, or the associated procedures and policies
should be included.
Commissioners thanked attendees for their comments tonight and acknowledged
the passion in the community. The commission discussed background information
and the intention of the proposed ordinance, with several commissioners
expressing discomfort with the current wording of the ordinance. There was general
consensus that the ordinance should be revised in some capacity.

Commissioner Cody Mayer then moved to postpone consideration of Ordinance
25-02 to the May 27 meeting of the Marquette City Commission and direct City
staff to revise the language of the proposed ordinance to more clearly define the
ordinance intent. Mayor Pro Tem Paul Schloegel seconded.
There was discussion about what a vote to postpone would mean, and about what
Commissioners would hope to see when the item was brought back in May. 
Mayor Hanley said she would like to explore options currently being utilized in other
communities, including an auto tagging system related to overnight occupation. She
also said she would like to see a clear and standardized process for what happens
to materials seized from city property.
The Commission then voted on the motion to postpone consideration to the May
27 meeting, with the motion carrying unanimously by roll call vote.

4. Commissioner Larson Travel Reimbursement

Mayor Pro Tem Paul Schloegel moved to Approve travel reimbursement for
Commissioner Larson in the amount of $139 for the Michigan Municipal League
Capital Conference, seconded by Commissioner Jermey Ottaway and Passed.
The motion carried 6-0, with Commissioner Larson abstaining from the vote.

5. Mayor Hanley Travel Reimbursement

Commissioner Cary Gottlieb moved to Approve travel reimbursement for Mayor
Hanley in the amount of $739.79 for the Michigan Municipal League Capital
Conference, seconded by Commissioner Jermey Ottaway and Passed.
The motion carried 6-0, with Mayor Hanley abstaining from the vote.

6. Peg Hirvonen Bandshell - Construction Contract Award

Mayor Pro Tem Paul Schloegel moved to Award the bid and approve the contract
with Miron Construction Co., Inc., in the amount of $2,084,175, and authorize the
Mayor and Clerk to sign the contract, seconded by Commissioner Cody Mayer and
Carried Unanimously.
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7. Waiver Request for Planned Unit Development Proposal on W. Magnetic Street

Mayor Pro Tem Paul Schloegel moved to  Concur with the Planning Commission
recommendation and approve the waiver of the minimum PUD size criteria for
contiguous land, seconded by Commissioner Cody Mayer and Carried
Unanimously.

8. Year-Round Off-Leash Dog Recreation Area

Mayor Pro Tem Paul Schloegel moved to  Direct the City Manager to authorize
staff time to be dedicated to re-examining all City owned property and working with
local partners to identify a suitable location for another dog park that makes the
recreation opportunity available year-round, seconded by Commissioner Cody
Mayer and Carried Unanimously.

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Lesley Williams spoke about the upcoming changes to garbage collection, stating that
her house is very old with little room for garbage or recycling carts.
Michele Thomas said the Veridea Group recognizes that whatever they do at the site of
the old hospital will impact the community She said they scheduled tonight's information-
sharing meeting prior to being informed the waiver request related to their PUD would be
on tonight's agenda.
Ian Watson reiterated that his concern with tonight's proposed ordinance is related to the
fact that he wants clear future expectations, regarding enforcement.
Tony Boyle thanked the Commission for their actions tonight.
Barb Owdziej thanked talked about the future of Third Street and endorsed designing
areas with a clear understanding of their true use. She said she thinks Third Street would
benefit from less car traffic.
Patrick Markey says he understands the PUD proposal discussed tonight will still be
brought up several times, but is concerned that the waiver approved tonight will allow for
the applicant to create a project that is less beneficial to the surrounding neighborhoods.
Jay Dickinson said he hopes the parties can move forward together as a community in
the redevelopment of the former hospital properties. He said he looks forward to a future
dog park, but urges the city to consider other uses of any dog park property, as well as
neighboring properties.
Dave Campana spoke on the benefits of municipal water fluoridation.
Chelsie Wilkinson thanked the Commission and said she appreciates their commitment.
She said she is looking forward to helping to formulate an amended ordinance.

Comments from the Commission

Mayor Pro Tem Schloegel said tonight's meeting was a great reflection of the
community. He said he agrees that any dog park should clearly take into account all other
uses of the property and of neighboring properties and he said the process will be
intentionally planned.
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Commissioner Mayer thanked the people who came and spoke at tonight's meeting,
and urged people to channel their passion and energy and to consider applying for one
of the city's volunteer boards or committees. Finally, he said he was recently nominated
and appointed to the board of the Michigan Municipal League Foundation.
Commissioner Ottaway said budget season is approaching and talked about the vital
nature of the city budgeting process, as well as the struggle presented by the current
economic uncertainties.
Commissioner Davis had no comments.
Commissioner Gottlieb shared a story of a resident that reached out recently with a
specific issue and said that the resident and the city administration reached a fair
compromise. He said it's not possible to make everyone completely happy all of the time
and said the city is trying to do the best it can and to be as fair as possible.
Commissioner Larson said he appreciated the robust discussion tonight.
Mayor Hanley said the City Commission needs to hear from every side in order to
make informed decisions and thanked everyone for coming. She discussed the
upcoming Easter events in the city.

Comments from the City Manager

City Manager Karen Kovacs said local elected officials often have a tough job, as
they try to balance several varied resident opinions. She discussed season-opening
schedules for the city dropoff and collection sites, which have been impacted by the
slow approach of spring weather. She said the MML Foundation Board is very important
and said it's good to have Commissioner Mayer's City of Marquette representation on
there.

Adjournment

Mayor Hanley adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

____________________________                ____________________________
 Jessica Hanley, Mayor   Kyle Whitney, City Clerk

If you require assistance to participate in any meeting, program or activity offered by the City of
Marquette, please provide advanced notice to City of Marquette ADA Coordinator Eric Stemen at
906-225-8978 or via email at estemen@marquettemi.gov.
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Application for License to Use City Property Adjacent to 111 E. Spring Street

BACKGROUND: 
Brooke Berube, on behalf of the Watermarq Condominium Association, has submitted an
application to use a portion of the public property on the north side of Spring Street and the west
side of Lakeshore Boulevard for the encroachment of steps and landings to access the
Watermarq building, and for landscaping as shown in the Exhibit included with the application. 
This application was required as a result of a change in ownership of the property from the
developer to the Condo Association. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The application fee of $460 and has been paid.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the License and execute the Grant of License document.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Grant of License signed by Applicant
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Carden International Circus, Inc. - Special Event Permit

BACKGROUND: 
The Carden International Circus, Inc. is requesting a Special Event Permit for City Parks, Streets,
Buildings and Grounds to use the Russell Arena within Lakeview Arena for the Carden Circus May
12, 2025.  Use details are included in the agreement. Staff has worked with the City Attorney and
user group to develop the permit. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The Lakeview Arena fund will receive $2,300 plus miscellaneous reimbursements.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the Special Event Permit for City Parks, Streets, Buildings and Grounds with the Carden
International Circus, Inc., and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the agreement.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Permit and Insurance
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
MERS Addendum for Plan Closure [Division 110360]

BACKGROUND: 
The City of Marquette is a participating municipality with the Municipal Employees' Retirement
System of Michigan (MERS) and has adopted products administered by MERS.  Multiple
divisions exist under the City's plan due to the various bargaining units and benefit programs.  One
of these divisions, #110360, is no longer required as the division is closed to new hires and there
are no longer any eligible participants in the division.  The City is requesting to close this division
and will need to execute the attached document with MERS to complete this process.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the attached MERS Addendum for Plan Closure for the defined contribution division
#110360, and authorize the Chief Financial Officer to sign and execute the document.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Plan Closure Addendum

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 26 of 74



Form ME-006 (version 2024-06-20) Page 1 of 6

Addendum for Plan  
Closures, Freezes and Conversions

www.mersofmich.com1134 Municipal Way Lansing, MI 48917 | 800.767.6377 | Fax 517.703.9711

This form is to be used for a participating municipality or court to request to close one or more of its 

divisions of Defined Benefit, Defined Contribution or Hybrid (each “Plan” or collectively, “the Plans”), and 
advise MERS what action will be taken for existing plan participants and new enrollments. The associated 
Plan Closures, Freezes and Conversions Policy and Procedure, which provides administrative procedures 

to implement the terms of the MERS Plan Document, is incorporated by reference into this Addendum, 
which is used to collect the municipality or court’s request. All requirements in the Policy are at all times 

subject to the requirements of the MERS Actuarial Policy. Nothing in this form or the Policy is intended to 
conflict with the requirements of the Plans or MERS Actuarial Policy or any more restrictive requirement 
imposed by law, any of which may be amended by the MERS Retirement Board at any time.

I. Closing one or more divisions and impacts on existing employees
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________, #__________________

hereby elects to close the following division(s): ___________________________________________________  

(Municipality name) (Municipality number)

currently under the following plan type:

 Defined Benefit      Defined Contribution    Hybrid              Effective date: _______________________
(DD/MM/YYYY)

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
Closing MERS Defined Benefit plan(s) requires an actuarial projection study under the MERS Actuarial Policy.

The MERS Actuarial Policy provides for different amortization periods for closed or frozen divisions. 

Upon closing or freezing the division(s), the required employer contribution will change to a monthly 
flat dollar amount instead of a percentage of payroll. Any existing employer caps will no longer be 

administered. 

MERS service may not be combined with non-MERS service under the new plan to meet vesting and 
eligibility requirements.

(Division number)

Please use a separate form for each Division or Product Type.

City of Marquette 5201

04/01/2025

110360
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Form ME-006 (version 2024-06-20) Page 2 of 6

Addendum for Plan Closures, Freezes and Conversions

In doing so, the following action will be taken with impact to existing covered employees as outlined 
(select one per form):

Action taken on the division Impact to existing employees Check
Close only No impact to covered employees, benefit continues to accrue.

Plan is closed to new hires, rehires and transfers. 
Close division with option to 
Convert** 

Covered employees may 

• Remain in the existing plan where the benefit continues to 
accrue, OR

• Elect to Convert** their accrued benefit to the newly selected 
plan and commence coverage under the Plan.

Close division with option to 
Freeze*** 

Covered employees may

• Remain in the existing plan where benefit continues to accrue, 
OR

• Elect to Freeze existing benefit (no future accrual) and 
commence coverage under new Plan.

Close division, with options 
to Convert** or Freeze***

Covered employees may 

• Remain in the existing plan where the benefit continues to 
accrue, OR

• Elect to Convert** their accrued benefit and commence 
coverage under the newly selected Plan, OR

• Elect to Freeze existing benefit (no future accrual) and 
commence coverage under the newly selected Plan.

Close division, Freeze*** is 
mandatory, with or without 
option to Convert**

Covered employees will cease to accrue service under the prior Plan 
and will commence coverage under the new Plan, and may convert 
their service under the prior Plan to one under the new Plan.

Close division with 
mandatory Freeze*** 
division, no future Plan

Covered employees will cease to accrue future benefit and will 
not be enrolled in any Plan.

**If the option above includes Conversion option, make sure to also complete Section III.

***If the option above includes Freeze option, make sure to also complete Section IV.
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Form ME-006 (version 2024-06-20) Page 3 of 6

Addendum for Plan Closures, Freezes and Conversions

III. Conversion for Active Employees, where applicable (available in limited transactions, see here for an outline)

This employee option is only available where any employee contribution rate in the current plan is identical 
to the employee contribution rate in the plan to which the current plan is closing/freezing.

Will current division members be offered the option to convert their accrued benefit to the new plan and 

commence coverage under that plan?

 Yes  No        Not applicable to this transaction

 Conversion Option – additional required information if Employer elected to offer Conversion Option

 If the employer has elected to offer current members of the closing or freezing division a one-time 

irrevocable option to convert, this will result in 1) conversion of their existing accrued benefit into a lump 
sum into the new Plan, and 2) future coverage under the new Plan.

 The election to convert shall be effective at least three, and no more than six months following the 
effective date of the new plan as listed on page 1 or MERS’ receipt of the addendum (whichever is latest), 

which shall be the first day of ____________________, 20____ (Conversion Date). If either the new Plan or 
the closing plan has mandatory employee contributions, they must be identical in both plans in order to 
offer employees a conversion or freeze option.

II. Impacts to future participants
New hires, rehires and transfers of the division identified above will be enrolled in (check one):

 the following MERS plan (a corresponding Adoption Agreement for the new plan is required:

  Defined Benefit     Defined Contribution     Hybrid     457

 the following non-MERS plan:

 Plan provider name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Plan type: _________________________________________________ 

  If offering conversion to the new non-MERS plan, check this box to confirm the new plan is a  

      defined contribution money purchase plan.

 No retirement plan.

 Not applicable – division position(s) discontinued, no future hires are eligible
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Form ME-006 (version 2024-06-20) Page 4 of 6

Addendum for Plan Closures, Freezes and Conversions

The conversion calculation shall be performed as provided in the MERS Actuarial Policy. Under 

that Policy, the employer shall select the Conversion Percentage (which may not be less than the 
division’s actual funded level as determined in the actuarial study nor greater than 100%). If a 

Conversion Percentage is selected that is greater than the Division’s actuarial funded percentage, 
as set out below, the employer is required to remit to MERS full payment for the additional liability 
for all converting members within 90 days of the Conversion Date.

The Conversion Percentage shall be (select one):

 Equal to the division’s actuarially determined termination liability funded percentage (not more than 100%)

 _____% greater than the actuarially determined termination liability funded percentage (not more than 100%)

If the employer offers current employees the option to convert their closed or frozen benefit 

to a non-MERS Qualified defined contribution money purchase plan, the member will become 
immediately vested in any non-vested employer contributions.

B. Conversions from the Defined Contribution Plan to the MERS Hybrid Plan (Defined Contribution  
    component) or a Non-MERS Qualified Defined Contribution Money Purchase Plan

For each current participant of a Defined Contribution Plan who irrevocably elects to convert where 

the plan is closing to new hires, or where a current participant’s service is frozen, and coverage will 
commence under the MERS Hybrid Plan, MERS shall transfer the full value of the participant’s Defined 
Contribution Plan account (employer contributions, employee contributions and accumulated service) 

to the MERS Hybrid Plan (defined contribution component) and used toward vesting under the plan. 
Service will be recognized in the MERS Hybrid (defined benefit component) for vesting and eligibility 
only, with benefited service in the defined benefit component of MERS Hybrid plan beginning with the 

new plan effective date. 

If the employer offers current employees the option to convert their closed or frozen benefit to a 
non-MERS Qualified defined contribution money purchase plan, the member will become immediately 
vested in any non-vested employer contributions.

Conversion Percentage Selection

A. Conversions from the Defined Benefit Plan to MERS Defined Contribution Plan, MERS Hybrid 
Plan or Non-MERS Qualified Defined Contribution Money Purchase Plan

For each current member of a Defined Benefit closing or freezing division who irrevocably elects 

to convert to one under the new plan and commence coverage under that new plan, MERS shall 
transfer to the member’s credit the greater of the following to the Defined Contribution Plan, the 
Hybrid Plan defined contribution component or a non-MERS qualified defined contribution money 

purchase plan:

(1) The member’s accumulated contributions; OR
(2) The actuarial present value of the accrued benefit associated with the members’ coverage under 

the closed / frozen Defined Benefit Plan, after the conversion level percentage selected by the 

participating municipality below has been applied. 
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Form ME-006 (version 2024-06-20) Page 5 of 6

Addendum for Plan Closures, Freezes and Conversions

C. Conversions from the MERS Defined Contribution to the MERS Defined Benefit

For each current participant of the MERS Defined Contribution plan who irrevocably elects to convert 
(where the plan is closing to new hires, or where a current participant’s service is frozen, and coverage will 
commence under the Defined Benefit plan), MERS shall transfer the participant’s employer and employee 
Defined Contribution account balance (except rollovers from other plans) to the MERS Defined Benefit 
plan. 

Service accrued under the Defined Contribution plan will be fully recognized in the Defined Benefit 
plan for vesting and eligibility purposes. Assets transferred to the Defined Benefit plan (including all 
assets transferred from the Defined Contribution plan for those electing conversion, plus any additional 
contributions made or required by the participating employer) must equal a minimum of 80% of the 
Defined Benefit’s additional accrued actuarial liability, based on the results of an actuarial valuation.

Participants who elect to convert their accrued Defined Contribution benefit to the new Defined Benefit 

plan shall be credited toward Defined Benefit plan benefit service at ______% (5%-100%, in increments of 
5%) of the participant’s total Defined Contribution benefit service.   

For participants currently enrolled in the Defined Contribution plan who have a previously frozen Defined 
Benefit plan with this employer (as a result of a mandatory freeze or election to freeze by the participant) 
and elect to convert their Defined Contribution benefit to the Defined Benefit plan, the previously frozen 
Defined Benefit plan account will remain frozen (including the frozen Final Average Compensation).

IV. Closing with Mandatory or Optional Freeze for Current Active Employees, where applicable 
     (available in limited transactions)

If either the new Plan or the closing plan has mandatory employee contributions, they must be identical 

in both plans in order to offer employees a conversion or freeze option. Alternatively, the employer may 
mandate that the benefit accrual be frozen instead of making it optional for active employees. For an 
optional freeze, employees must be given a minimum of three months, and no longer than six months to 

make their election (3 to 6 months after Effective Date list on page 1).

Freeze effective the first day of: ______________, 20_____

With respect to the Defined Benefit or Hybrid (defined benefit portion) Plans that are closing and will 
freeze (either as a result of the plan freezing, or an individual option to freeze), the members’ Final Average 
Compensation and Service Credit will be frozen and unchanged as of the effective date of the freeze. If 

the new plan is the MERS Defined Benefit, Defined Contribution or Hybrid Plan, service for vesting and 
eligibility purposes will continue to accrue on the frozen plan. If the new plan is the MERS 457 Plan, a 
non-MERS plan or no retirement plan, all benefits shall be 100% vested.

With respect to the Defined Contribution or Hybrid (defined contribution portion) Plans that are closing 

to new hires as mandatory or optional freeze for current members, their Defined Contribution account will 
no longer receive any further employer or employee contributions. If the new plan is the MERS Defined 
Benefit, Defined Contribution or Hybrid Plan only, vesting service will continue to accrue. If the new plan 

is the MERS 457 Plan, a non-MERS plan or no retirement plan, all benefits shall be 100% vested.
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V.  Execution
Authorized Designee of Governing Body of Municipality or Chief Judge of Court

The foregoing Adoption Agreement is hereby approved by ____________________________________ on 

the _____ day of _______________________, 20_____.

Authorized signature: ________________________________________________________________________

Title: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Received and Approved by the Municipal Employees’ Retirement System of Michigan 

Dated:  __________________________ , 20 _____  Signature: _______________________________________
(Authorized MERS Signatory)

(Name of Approving Employer)
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Ordinance 25-03: Noxious Weeds - Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
In response to community sentiment regarding the ability to provide for more pollinator habitat on
private property, the Community Development department has authored amendments to the
section of the City Code regarding Noxious Weeds.
 
Ordinance 25-03, attached, provides clear permissions for planned natural landscapes to support
pollinator habitat, while still providing protection against nuisance vegetation that is detrimental to
the health and safety of the community.
 
Per City Charter, an ordinance cannot be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced. This
ordinance was first introduced at the Commission's April 14, 2025 meeting.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt Ordinance 25-03.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
25-03 Noxious Weeds
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ORDINANCE #25-03 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND MARQUETTE CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 22, ARTICLE IV, REGARDING NOXIOUS WEEDS 
 

INTENT 
The purpose of this ordinance is to amend Article IV (Noxious Weeds) of Chapter 22 
(Environment) of the Marquette City Code in order to clarify associated definitions and 
regulations. 
 
 
The City of Marquette Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1. That Article IV of Chapter 22 be hereby amended in its entirety to 
read as follows: 
 
 
Article IV. Noxious Weeds 
 
Sec. 22-99. Definitions. 

(a) The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning:  

(1) Clear vision triangle shall have the meaning ascribed to that term in the 
City of Marquette Land Development Code. 

(2) Department means the City of Marquette Department of Public Works. 
(3) Designated official means any individual identified or designated under 

Sec. 30-21 of this code. 
(4) Invasive species means non-native species that, when present, result in 

reduced native plant life. 
(5) Lawn means an area of grass that is kept short. 
(6) Noxious weeds means those plants identified by MCL 247.62, as 

amended. 
(7) Planned natural landscape means an area of native grasses and 

wildflowers intended to serve as a pollinator habitat, which requires 
certification from the Marquette County Conservation District. 

(8) Turf grass is a type of grass used for lawns. 
(9) Right-of-way means city street right-of-way, including the terrace area 

between the sidewalk and the curb or edge of the street. 
  
Sec. 22-100. Penalty. 
Any owner or agent who violates any provision of this article shall be guilty of a 
municipal civil infraction. Each day that violation continues after due notice has been 
served shall be deemed a separate offense. 
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Sec. 22-101. Vision obstruction (corner lots). 
No turf grass, weeds, shrubs, planned natural landscape, rain garden, or other plant 
growth shall impede the clear vision triangle.  
  
Sec. 22-102. Height restrictions. 
On private property, no turf grass shall be permitted to exceed a height of 6 inches. A 
planned natural landscape or rain garden shall have an average height of not more than 
48 inches. 

 
Sec. 22-102.1. City right-of-way. 
The owner of every parcel of land is responsible for grading, planting, mowing, and 
raking the adjacent right-of-way. A planned natural landscape or rain garden shall not 
be located within or infringe upon any right-of-way. The City shall not be liable for 
damage to any vegetation planted in the City right-of-way that results from work 
performed by the City in the right-of-way. 

 
Sec. 22-102.2. Noxious weeds and invasive species 
No person shall fail to mitigate any noxious weeds or invasive species growing on 
private property or adjacent right-of-way. Upon notification, a property owner may be 
referred to the Marquette County Conservation District for assistance with a 
management plan. Failure to develop or adhere to a management plan will result in a 
penalty per Sec. 22-100. 

 
Sec. 22-103. Notices. 
Whenever the designated official determines that a violation of this article has occurred, 
he shall provide written notice to the owner or agent of the property. Such notice shall 
state a deadline for the correction to be made on the described property. The 
designated official shall be required to issue only one such notice to the owner or agent 
of the property each calendar year. Any subsequent violations will immediately be 
subject to abatement in accordance with Sec. 22-104.  
  
Sec. 22-104. Abatement after notice. 
If, at the expiration of the deadline in the notice issued pursuant to Sec. 22-103, the 
owner or agent of the property has not corrected the violation, the department shall take 
action to correct the violation. The cost of such abatement will be charged against the 
premises and the owner thereof, in accordance with the provisions of City Code Chapter 
40, pertaining to special assessments. In the instance where abatement is carried out 
pursuant to this article, the city shall not be held liable for damage to any vegetation 
damaged during such abatement. 
  
Sec. 22-105. Immediate abatement. 
The city manager may declare any tree, shrub, or plant, including noxious weeds or 
invasive species, which endangers public property or the health and safety of the public, 
a nuisance. The city manager may abate any such public nuisance without giving notice 
if the public health or safety requires immediate action. Thereafter, the cost of abating 
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such nuisance may be charged against the premises of the owner thereof in 
accordance with the provisions of chapter 40, pertaining to special assessments.  
 
Sec. 22-106:22-123. Reserved. 
 
 
 
SECTION 2. That this ordinance shall take effect ten days after adoption but not 
before publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________                                            _____________________ 
Jessica Hanley, Mayor     Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Date Adopted: ________________  Date Published: _______________ 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Ordinance 25-04: Businesses and Business Licensing - Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
The Marquette City Code establishes regulations and processes for various types of businesses
operating within the City. These licensing practices are detailed throughout multiple chapters in the
City Code, making it needlessly complex for business owners and City staff to navigate. With this
in mind, City staff conducted a review of several chapters of City Code related to businesses and
business licensing.
 
Following this review, staff drafted the proposed ordinance, aimed at streamlining regulations and
integrating most business license types into a single cohesive chapter, enhancing both
accessibility and efficiency. This ordinance is not intended to implement significant changes for
business owners, but to simplify the licensing framework. This ordinance would also repeal sections of
City Code regarding business activities where regulation is not deemed necessary. 
 
A summary of changes is attached, as is a copy of Ordinance 25-04.
 
Per City Charter, an ordinance cannot be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced. This
ordinance was first introduced at the Commission's April 14, 2025 meeting.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt Ordinance 25-04.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
25-04 Business Licensing
Summary

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 37 of 74



Ordinance 25-04: Business License Processes  1 

ORDINANCE #25-04 
AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL MARQUETTE CITY CODE 

CHAPTERS 6,12, 34, 35, AND 50 REGARDING BUSINESSES 
AND TO ADOPT A NEW CHAPTER 12 – BUSINESSES AND 

BUSINESS LICENSING 
 

INTENT 
The purpose of this ordinance is to streamline regulations and integrate most business 
license types into a single more cohesive unified chapter, enhancing accessibility and 
efficiency within the City Code. Specifically, it repeals Chapter 6 (Amusements and 
Entertainment), Chapter 12 (Businesses), Chapter 34 (Peddlers, Solicitors, and 
Transient Merchants), Chapter 35 (Mobile Food Vending), and Chapter 50 (Vehicles for 
Hire), replacing them with a new Chapter 12 (Businesses and Business Licensing).  
 
 
The City of Marquette Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1. That Chapter 6 – Amusements and Entertainment be hereby repealed. 
 
 
SECTION 2. That Chapter 12 – Businesses be hereby repealed. 
 
 
SECTION 3. That Chapter 34 – Peddlers, Solicitors, and Transient Merchants be 
hereby repealed. 
 
 
SECTION 4. That Chapter 35 – Mobile Food Vending be hereby repealed. 
 
 
SECTION 5. That Chapter 50 – Vehicles for Hire be hereby repealed. 
 
 
SECTION 6. That a new Chapter 12 – Businesses and Business Licensing be 
hereby adopted, to read as follows: 
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Chapter 12 – Businesses and Business Licensing 
 

Article I. Licenses  
 
Sec. 12-1. License required. 
No person shall engage or be engaged in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, 
profession, business or privilege for which any license is required by any provision of either this 
code or of state law without first obtaining a license from the city in the manner provided for in this 
article. Unless stated otherwise, such license is required for each activity detailed in this chapter. 
 
Sec. 12-2. Multiple businesses. 
The granting of a license or permit to any person operating, conducting or carrying on any trade, 
profession, business or privilege which contains within itself, or is composed of, trades, 
professions, businesses or privileges which are required by this code to be licensed, shall not 
relieve the person to whom such license or permit is granted from the necessity of securing 
individual licenses or permits for each such trade, profession, business or privilege. 
 
Sec. 12-3. State-licensed businesses. 
The fact that a license or permit has been granted to any person by the state to engage in the 
operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, profession, business or privilege shall not exempt 
such person from the necessity of securing a license from the city if such license is required by this 
chapter. 
 
Sec. 12-4. License year; short-term options. 

(a) Unless otherwise provided in this code, all licenses shall be issued for a term of one year, 
commencing on the first day of the month in which the license is originally issued. 

(b) The city clerk may issue short-term or seasonal licenses for certain business activities for a 
set period and at a prorated fee. Such licenses, time periods and fees shall be established 
by resolution of the city commission. 

 
Sec. 12-5. Conditions for issuance. 
No license or permit required by this code shall be issued to any person who is required to first 
have a license or permit from the state until such person shall submit evidence of such state 
license or permit. No license shall be granted to any applicant therefor until such applicant has 
complied with all of the provisions of this code applicable to the trade, profession, business or 
privilege for which application for license is made. 
 
Sec. 12-6. Where certification required. 
No license shall be granted where the certification of any officer of the city is required prior to the 
issuance thereof, until such certification is made. 
 
Sec. 12-7. Certification from outside entities. 
In all cases where the certification of a state or county officer is required prior to the issuance of a 
license by the city clerk, no license shall be issued until such person shall submit evidence of such 
certification. 
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Sec. 12-8. Fees. 
Any fees required for any license issued under this chapter shall be established by resolution of the 
city commission and shall be paid to the office of the city clerk at the time of application. Review 
and processing of applications will not begin prior to payment. 
 

Sec. 12-9. License renewals.  
Unless otherwise provided in this code, an application for renewal of a license shall be considered 
in the same manner as an original application. However, completed applications, and associated 
fees, for license renewal shall be submitted to the office of the city clerk at least 30 days prior to 
the expiration of the existing license. Applications for renewal submitted after the established 
deadline but before expiration may be subject to an additional late renewal fee as set forth by 
resolution of the city commission. 
 

Sec. 12-10. Right to issuance. 
If the application for any license meets the requirements of this code, said license shall be granted 
and shall serve as confirmation that the application has met all requirements. 
 

Sec. 12-11. Insurance. 
No license shall be issued under this chapter until the applicant is insured in a manner and amount 
acceptable to the city attorney. Proof of the required insurance shall be provided to the office of the 
city clerk prior to the granting of said license. 
 
Sec. 12-12. Same - Exempt persons. 
No license fee shall be required from any person exempt from such fee by state or federal law. 
Such persons shall comply with all other provisions of this chapter. The city clerk shall, in all such 
cases, issue to such persons licenses which are clearly marked as to said exemption and the 
reason therefor. 
 
Sec. 12-13. Exhibition of license. 
No licensee shall fail to carry any license issued in accordance with the provisions of this article 
upon his person at all times when engaged in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, 
profession, business or privilege for which the license was granted; except that where such trade, 
profession, business or privilege is operated, conducted or carried on at a fixed place or 
establishment, said license shall be exhibited at all times in some conspicuous place in his place 
of business. Every licensee shall produce his license for examination when requested to do so by 
any city law enforcement officer or by any person representing the issuing authority. No person 
shall display any expired or otherwise invalid license. 
 
Sec. 12-14. No representation of endorsement. 
Under no circumstances shall an individual represent the granting of a license under this chapter 
as an endorsement by the city. 
 
Sec. 12-15. Non-transferability. 
No license issued under the provisions of this chapter shall be transferable. No shall transfer or 
attempt to transfer his license to another nor shall he make any improper use of the same. Any 
attempt by a licensee to transfer his license to another, or use the same improperly, shall be void 
and result in the automatic revocation of such license. 
 
Sec. 12-16:12-19. Reserved.  
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Article II. Application 
 
Sec. 12-20. Application required. 
Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, every person required to obtain a license from the city to 
engage in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, profession, business or privilege shall 
make application for said license to the city clerk upon forms provided by the city clerk and shall 
state under oath or affirmation such facts as may be required for, or applicable to, the granting of 
such license. 
 
Sec. 12-21. Administrative review. 

(a) An application for a license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be reviewed as follows, 
and shall not be issued until the office of the city clerk has received confirmation that the 
application has satisfied all requirements: 

(1) The city police chief or designee shall investigate the applicant as necessary to 
satisfy himself that there are no outstanding criminal charges against the applicant 
and that the business to be conducted is not intended to cheat or defraud the 
public. 

(2) The city treasurer or designee shall determine if the applicant owes to the city any 
taxes or other default, and if no such default exists, shall so indicate his findings. A 
license shall not be issued where default is reported. 

(3) The city planner or zoning official shall determine if the application is in compliance 
with the regulations of the City of Marquette Land Development Code, Chapter 54 
of the City Code. A license shall not be issued where noncompliance issues exist. 

(4) The fire chief or designee shall make a determination as to the habitability and 
safety of the structure and property to be used for such business, and shall verify 
the safety and legality of all fireworks sales. In all cases where the certification of 
the fire chief is required prior to the issuance of any license, such certification shall 
be based upon an actual inspection and a finding that the premises in which the 
person making application for such license proposes to conduct or is conducting 
the trade, profession, business or privilege comply with all the fire regulations of the 
state and of the city. 

(5) Additional reviews as otherwise required by this chapter. 
 

Sec. 12-22. Application requirements. 
(a) Each application for a license issued pursuant to this chapter shall include:  

(1) Name, address and contact information for the applicant. 
(2) Name, address, contact information and copy of current government-issued 

identification for the owner or manager of the business. 
(3) Any additional information as required by this chapter or by the city clerk. 

 
Sec. 12-23. Online application and payment. 
Application submissions and fee payments for licenses required by this chapter may be made 
electronically in a manner prescribed by the city clerk. 
 
Sec. 12-24:12-27. Reserved. 
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Article III. Fixed-Location Businesses 
 
Division I. Lodging Establishments 
Sec. 12-28. License required, definition. 

(a) No person shall operate or maintain any lodging establishment within the city without first 
obtaining a license pursuant to the requirements of this chapter. 

(b) For the purposes of this article, a lodging establishment is any operation that is identified as 
a Bed and Breakfast, a Bed and Breakfast Inn, a Hotel, a Motel or a Rooming House, based 
on the meanings ascribed to those terms in the City of Marquette Land Development Code, 
Chapter 54 of the City Code. 

 
Sec. 12-29. Register maintained. 

(a) Every licensee shall maintain a register or record in which shall be entered: 
(1) The name of any person who is charged or pays for lodging or the rent of a room; 
(2) The home address of such person or his last place of residence; 
(3) The number of the room to which such person has been assigned; and 
(4) Make and license plate number of each vehicle used by each such person. 

(b) Such register shall be maintained in said premises and shall be submitted upon the 
demand of any law enforcement officer of the city. 

 
Sec. 12-30. Sanitary requirements. 
Each establishment licensed under the terms of this article shall be kept in a clean and sanitary 
condition and well-ventilated. 
 
Sec. 12-31:12-34. Reserved. 
 
Division II. Farmers Markets and Farm Produce Vendors 
Sec. 12-35. Definitions. 

(a) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 

(1) Farm produce means fresh produce, fresh or frozen meat, seafood, poultry, or 
prepared food products produced by a licensed farm produce vendor or the 
members of his immediate family. 

(2) Farm produce vendor means a person licensed to sell farm produce by the city. 
(3) Farmer's market means an area designated by resolution of the city commission 

where farm produce vendors may sell their produce. 
(4) Farmer's market organization means an organization authorized by resolution of the 

city commission to operate a farmer's market. 
(5) Market master means the person designated by a farmer's market organization who 

has authority to enforce the rules of the farmer's market and to perform such other 
functions as the organization shall determine, or, if there is no organization, the 
individual designated by the city commission as having responsibility for that 
farmer's market. 

(6) Outdoor sale means any retail sale not taking place in a permanent building. 
 
Sec. 12-36. Outdoor sales prohibited, exceptions. 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 42 of 74



Ordinance 25-04: Business License Processes  6 

(a) No person, group, business, or other organization shall engage in the outdoor sale of farm 
produce in the city, with the following exceptions: 

(1) Grocery stores or other retail businesses operating from permanent buildings and 
that regularly sell farm produce may conduct temporary outdoor sales of farm 
produce, provided these sales occur on the same property as the business and 
comply with all relevant provisions of this code, including those in the City of 
Marquette Land Development Code, Chapter 54 of the City Code. 

(2) Licensed farm produce vendors or a recognized farmer's market organization may 
sell outdoors in a designated farmer's market. 

 
Sec. 12-37. Designated market locations, responsible parties, market master. 

(a) The city commission may, by resolution, designate one or more specific locations as 
farmer's markets for the sale of farm produce in the city. In establishing such locations, the 
commission shall give consideration to the character of the neighborhood, the effect of the 
farmer's market on the neighborhood, the zoning of the area, especially the site for the 
farmer's market, other businesses located on the same site, the need for farmer's markets 
in the city, and the proposed organization which will be responsible for operation of the 
farmer's market. 

(b) In designating a farmer's market location, the city commission shall also designate the 
person or organization responsible for operation of said farmer's market. Said person or 
organization shall, at the time designation of the farmer's market is requested, present the 
commission with the proposed operating rules for the farmer's market, and the bylaws of 
the organization if there is one. Said rules shall, at a minimum, demonstrate that the 
proposed farmer's market will comply with all pertinent portions of this code and shall 
indicate what specific actions will be taken to protect the interests of the consumer. 

(c) Each designated farmer's market shall at all times of operation have a market master on 
duty. The market master may be a person designated by the farmer's market organization, 
or, if the market is operated by an individual, either that individual or his designee. The 
market master shall be responsible for overseeing the operation of the farmer's market in 
such a manner that all governmental regulations are complied with, and the rules of the 
farmer's market are enforced. 

 
Sec. 12-38. License required, group licensing. 

(a) No person shall operate as a farm produce vendor in the city without first obtaining a 
license pursuant to the requirements of this chapter. 

(b) A farm produce vendor license may also be issued to a farmer's market organization, and 
will apply to the activities of all vendors active in the market. Each person who may serve as 
market master for the organization shall be reviewed as specified. The organization shall 
pay the same license fee that applies to a single transient merchant license. 
 

Sec. 12-39:12-42. Reserved  
 
Division III. Sidewalk Cafes 
Sec. 12-43. License required, definition. 

(a) The city clerk may issue a sidewalk café license, allowing a food service establishment to 
occupy a portion of adjacent city right-of-way in order to place tables, chairs, planters and 
windscreens in conjunction with selling and consuming food and beverages. 
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(b) No person shall operate a sidewalk cafe in the city without first obtaining a license pursuant 
to the requirements of this chapter. 

(c) For the purposes of this division, the term food service establishment shall have the 
definition ascribed in Michigan Public Act 92 of 2000 – MCL 289.1101, et seq. – as 
amended. 

 
Sec. 12-44. Operating regulations. 

(a) Each business or individual licensed to operate a sidewalk café shall abide by the following 
regulations: 

(1) Sidewalk cafes shall not unreasonably interfere with the view, access to, or use of 
the adjacent property. Unobstructed access shall be provided to all building 
entrances, including at least a two-foot linear clearance on each side of a building 
entrance. 

(2) Sidewalk cafes shall not be granted to a business operating on or directly adjacent 
to property zoned exclusively for residential purposes. 

(3) Sidewalk cafes shall not unduly obstruct pedestrian movement nor diminish the 
safety of the general public. 

(4) Sidewalk cafes shall not be attached to or cause damage to the street or sidewalk 
or to trees, benches, landscaping, or other objects lawfully located in the right-of-
way. 

(5) In compliance with Chapter 42 of this code, a clear path shall be maintained along 
the full length of the sidewalk for general pedestrian use. The pedestrian travel area 
shall not include trees, bushes, walls, parking meters, fire hydrants, tree grates or 
any other fixtures permanently located in the right-of-way. 

(6) All signs must meet the requirements found in the City of Marquette Land 
Development Code, Chapter 54 of the City Code. 

(7) The immediate area of the cafe shall be maintained free of litter and debris. 
(8) Tables, chairs, portable signs and other equipment used in the operation of the cafe 

shall be removed daily at the close of business. 
(9) Hours of operation of the sidewalk cafe shall not be later than 11:00 p.m. 

 
Sec. 12-45. Cafes with alcohol service, additional regulations. 

(a) The city clerk may issue a sidewalk café license, allowing a food service establishment to 
occupy a portion of adjacent city right-of-way in order to place tables, chairs, planters and 
windscreens in conjunction with selling and consuming food and alcoholic beverages. A 
business or individual licensed to operate a sidewalk café with alcohol shall abide by all 
regulations detailed in Sec. 12-44, as well as the following:  

(1) The operator of the sidewalk cafe shall procure the appropriate license from the 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission and shall comply with all other laws and 
regulations concerning the serving of alcoholic beverages in the State of Michigan. 

(2) The sidewalk cafe area shall be separated from pedestrian traffic by an approved 
barrier.  The barrier shall be removed daily at the close of business.  

(3) A sign clearly indicating that no alcohol is permitted beyond the barrier shall be 
posted at a conspicuous location within the sidewalk cafe. 

(4) All alcoholic beverages to be served at sidewalk cafes shall be prepared within the 
adjacent indoor establishment that serves food and/or alcoholic beverages, and 
alcoholic beverages shall only be served to patrons seated in the café area. The 
drinking of alcoholic beverages by a member of the public while a patron at a 
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sidewalk cafe within the confines of the sidewalk cafe area shall not be construed 
as a violation of any ordinance controlling open containers in a public area. 

(5) Sidewalk cafes serving alcohol shall be continuously supervised by employees of 
the establishment. 

 
Sec. 12-46. Duration. 

(a) Licenses shall be for the period of May 1 to October 31 for the year in which granted, and 
cafes shall not operate outside of this period unless otherwise permitted. 

(b) The city manager or his or her designee may extend the operational dates for sidewalk cafes 
in any given year, allowing sidewalk cafes licensed under this division to begin operating 
prior to May 1 or beyond October 31. 

 
Sec. 12-47:12-50. Reserved. 
 
Division IV. Outdoor Merchandise Displays 
Sec. 12-51. License required. 

(a) The city clerk may issue an outdoor merchandise display license, allowing for the 
temporary placement of merchandise on a public sidewalk for the purpose of displaying, 
exhibiting, or offering for sale goods sold by an adjacent business. 

(b) No person shall display merchandise on a public sidewalk in the city for the purpose of 
displaying, exhibiting, or offering said merchandise for sale without first obtaining a license 
pursuant to the requirements of this chapter. 

 
Sec. 12-52. Operating regulations. 

(a) Each business or individual licensed to operate an outdoor merchandise display shall 
abide by the following regulations: 

(1) Displays shall not unreasonably interfere with the view, access to, or use of the 
adjacent property. Unobstructed access shall be provided to all building 
entrances, including at least a two-foot linear clearance on each side of a building 
entrance. 

(2) Displays shall not unduly obstruct pedestrian movement nor diminish the safety of 
the general public. 

(3) Displays must maintain an orderly appearance and be displayed only during hours 
of operation of the adjacent retail business and shall be removed by the close of 
the business day. 

(4) Items displayed shall be limited to merchandise sold by the business. 
(5) All transactions shall occur only inside the retail establishment. 
(6) Merchandise and the fixtures or devices on which it is displayed shall be located so 

that they do not impede, endanger or interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic.  
(7) In compliance with Chapter 42 of this code, a clear path shall be maintained along 

the full length of the sidewalk for general pedestrian use. The pedestrian travel 
area shall not include trees, bushes, walls, parking meters, fire hydrants, tree 
grates or any other fixtures permanently located in the right-of-way. 

(8) When possible, displays shall be located within the business' frontage and 
immediately adjacent to the business and must not exceed six feet in length or 
height. 

(9) All signs must meet the requirements found in the City of Marquette Land 
Development Code, Chapter 54 of the City Code. 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 45 of 74



Ordinance 25-04: Business License Processes  9 

(10) The licensee shall be responsible for all material associated with the display, 
including goods, commodities, and display structures and for ensuring all are kept 
clean, attractive, safe, and in good repair.  

(11) The licensee shall be responsible for keeping the sidewalk area in front of the 
business clean, swept, and free of litter and debris, and for providing refuse 
receptacles to be used for all refuse generated by activity related to the display. 
The licensee shall remove said receptacles at the end of each business day. Such 
refuse shall not be deposited in city refuse containers. 

(12) Outdoor displays shall be secured to prevent movement. However, they may not 
be permanently anchored to the right-of-way or attached or affixed to any public 
tree, light post, sign, or similar fixture. 

(13) The minimum height for the lower portion of any umbrella or shade structure or 
apparatus must be at least 80 inches above the sidewalk. If vertical clearance of 
an area adjoining an accessible route is reduced to less than 80 inches (nominal 
dimension), a barrier to warn blind or visually impaired persons shall be provided. 

 
Sec. 12-53. Duration. 

(a) Licenses shall be for the period of May 1 to October 31 for the year in which granted, 
and outdoor merchandise displays shall not be operated outside of this period unless 
otherwise permitted. 

(b) The city manager or his or her designee may extend the operational dates for outdoor 
merchandise displays in any given year, allowing displays licensed under this division to 
begin operating prior to May 1 or beyond October 31. 

 
Sec. 12-54:12-57. Reserved. 
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Article IV. Mobile and Temporary Businesses 
 
Division I. Mobile Food Vendors 
Sec. 12-58. Definitions. 

(a) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning. 

(1) Brick and mortar restaurant shall mean a business located in a physical structure 
which provides a permanent public seating area, and whose normal business 
includes the preparation and sale of food and/or beverages. 

(2) Food cart shall mean a mobile food vending unit propelled by human power alone, 
which has been specifically designed or used for mobile food vending and in which 
food or drink is not prepared on the premises. 

(3) Food trailer shall mean any vehicle without motive power that is designed to be 
drawn by a motor vehicle and is specifically designed or used for food vending 
operations. 

(4) Food truck shall mean a vehicle propelled by an engine which has been specifically 
designed or used for mobile food vending. 

(5) Mobile food vending shall mean vending, serving, or offering for sale food and/or 
beverages from a mobile food vending unit; or vending, serving, or offering for sale 
food and/or beverages prepared for consumption in a mobile food vending unit; 
may include the ancillary sales of branded items consistent with the food, such as a 
tee shirt that bears the name of the organization engaged in mobile food vending. 

(6) Mobile food vending unit shall mean any motorized or non-motorized vehicle, 
trailer, or other device designed to be portable and not permanently attached to the 
ground and in which food or drink is prepared for direct consumption through 
service on the premises or elsewhere. For the purposes of this division, food carts, 
food trailers and food trucks are considered mobile food vending units. 

(7) Operate shall mean all activities associated with the conduct of business, including 
set up and take down and/or actual hours where the mobile food vending unit is 
open for business. 

(8) Prepackaged and non-perishable food means any food or beverage which is not 
capable of supporting rapid and progressive growth of microorganisms which may 
cause food infections; and which is packaged in a hermetically sealed container 
designed to keep the contents free of contamination by microorganisms and 
maintain the commercial sterility of its contents after thermal processing. The term 
shall include packaged candy, gum and confections and bottled or canned water or 
soft drinks, if the package, bottle or can includes a manufacturer's quality 
assurance date. In no case shall the term include fresh or processed meats, 
poultry, seafood, dairy products, eggs, or fresh fruit and vegetables. 

(9) Vendor shall mean any individual engaged in the business of mobile food vending; if 
more than one individual is operating a single mobile food vending unit then vendor 
shall mean all individuals operating such mobile food vending unit. 

 
Sec. 12-59. License required. 

(a) No person shall engage in mobile food vending in the city without first obtaining a license 
pursuant to the requirements of this chapter. 
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(b) No vending through a mobile food vending unit of food and other human consumables shall 
be permitted unless it meets the definition of mobile food vending as defined by this 
division. 

 
Sec. 12-60. Exceptions. 
Mobile food vendors that are only operating in association with a special event permitted under a 
City of Marquette Special Events Permit will be addressed through that process. 
 
Sec. 12-61. Application. 

(a) Every vendor desiring to engage in mobile food vending shall make a written application to 
the city clerk. In addition to the application requirements detailed in Article II of this 
chapter, the application for a license pursuant to this division shall include the following 
information: 

(1) A list of the food products offered for sale and a description of preparation 
methods. 

(2) A description of and information on the mobile food vending unit, including size. 
(3) The proposed hours of operation, intended areas of operations, plans for electrical 

access, wastewater disposal, and trash disposal. 
 
12-62. Requirements. 

(a) Any vendor engaging in mobile food vending shall comply with the following requirements: 
(1) May only operate during hours established by city commission resolution. 
(2) If operating on city-owned or controlled property, may only vend on property 

identified by city commission resolution. 
(3) May not vend from a mobile food vending unit that exceeds 36 feet in length or 

nine feet in width. 
(4) Shall provide appropriate waste receptacles at the site of the unit and remove all 

litter, debris and other waste attributable to the vendor. 
(5) The customer service area for any mobile food vending unit shall be on the side of 

the street facing a curb, lawn, or sidewalk. No food service shall be provided on 
the side of the mobile food vending unit facing the driving lane. 

(6) Mobile food vending units utilizing public parking spaces or parked on public 
streets shall conform to all applicable parking regulations, including time 
restrictions and payment requirements for the parking space.  

(7) Mobile food vending units shall not hinder the lawful parking or operation of other 
vehicles. 

(8) No food shall be displayed outside of a mobile food vending unit. 
(9) While operating on city-owned or controlled property, a vendor shall not provide 

or allow any dining area, including but not limited to tables and chairs, booths, 
stools, benches, and counters. 

(10) When extended, awnings for mobile food vending units shall have a minimum 
clearance of seven feet between the ground level and the lowest point of the 
awning or support structure. 

(11) Shall not operate on city-owned or controlled property within one block of a city-
sanctioned or authorized street fair, public festival, farmers market or event being 
conducted, without first receiving authorization from the event sponsor. 
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(12) Shall not use external signage, bollards, seating or other equipment that is not 
contained in the vehicles. Signage is only permitted when physically attached to 
the mobile food vending units. No separate freestanding signs are permitted. 

(13) Shall not use any flashing or blinking lights or strobe lights; all exterior lights over 
60 watts shall contain opaque, hood shields to direct the illumination downward. 

(14) A mobile food vending unit may not be left unattended. 
(15) A mobile food vending unit on city-owned or controlled property shall be removed 

during the hours stipulated under city commission resolution. 
(16) Any power required for a mobile food vending unit located on city-owned or 

controlled property shall be self-contained and shall not use utilities drawn from 
the city-owned or controlled property, unless such activity is otherwise permitted. 

(17) Mobile food vending units on private property may use electrical power from the 
property being utilized with prior written authorization of the power customer. 

(18) Unless otherwise permitted, power cables or similar devices shall not be run 
across any city street or alley, and shall not be run across or within pedestrian 
walkways or areas. 

(19) Mobile food vending units parked on city-owned or controlled property shall not 
be parked within 150 feet of any entrance to an existing brick and mortar 
restaurant during the hours when such restaurant is open for business to the 
public, unless written permission, a copy of which must be provided to the city, is 
first given by the restaurant owner. 

 
Sec. 12-63. Vending by permission. 
On city-owned or controlled property not identified by city commission resolution as a vending 
location, temporary mobile food vending is permitted on a case-by-case basis. Following a review 
of proposed vending times and activities, approval may be granted by the chief of police. 
 
Sec. 12-64. Impoundment. 
Any equipment associated with food vending that is not in compliance with this chapter and left on 
public property may be impounded at the owner's expense. 
 
Sec. 12-65:12-68. Reserved. 
 
Division II. Transient Merchants 
Sec. 12-69. Definitions. 

(a) For the purposes of this chapter, the term “transient merchant” shall mean any of the 
following: 

(1) Any person who offers goods, property or services for sale in the streets, highways, 
thoroughfares or public rights-of-way of the City. 

(2) Any person who travels from place to place for the purpose of displaying, selling, 
making sales, offering for sale or leasing with the option to buy, at retail, any goods, 
property or services. Also any person who travels by foot, vehicle, wagon, cart or 
any other means of conveyance whatsoever displaying, selling, offering for sale, 
taking orders for sale, or leasing with the option to buy, at retail, any goods, property 
or service. 

(3) Any person who travels from place to place and offers for sale, takes orders for or 
attempts to take orders for the retail sale of any goods, personal property or service 
whatsoever for future delivery. Also any person who, while on a public street or 
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while in a public place, offers for sale, takes orders for or attempts to take orders for 
the retail sale of any goods, personal property or service whatsoever for future 
delivery. 

(4) Any person who sells, offers for sale, exhibits, displays, demonstrates or takes 
orders for the retail sale of any personal property or service whatsoever from any 
vehicle, conveyance, stand or temporary structure. Also any person who for a 
period of less than six months hires, leases, rents, occupies or uses any place or 
places within the City, whether in a building or not, for the purpose of exhibiting 
samples or for the purpose of taking orders for future delivery or both. 

(5) A person licensed as a mobile food vendor is not considered a transient merchant 
for the purposes of this division. 

(b) Traveling from place to place means progressing from one street address to another street 
address and not returning within a 2-hours period to any such address to solicit or peddle.  

 

Sec. 12-70. License required. 
No person shall operate as a transient merchant within the city without first obtaining a license 
pursuant to the requirements of this chapter. 
 

Sec. 12-71. Practices prohibited. 
No transient merchant shall shout or cry out his goods or merchandise, nor blow any horns, or use 
any other similar device to attract the attention of the public. 
 

Sec. 12-72. Group event licensing. 
(a) For an organized event scheduled to be held on one or more dates at which more than three 

transient merchants will be operating simultaneously in a single location, the organization 
sponsoring such event may obtain a group license which shall apply to all transient 
merchants at that event. 

(1) The organization shall file an application with the city clerk as detailed in Article II. 
(2) The organization shall pay the same license fee that applies to a single transient 

merchant license. 
 
Sec. 12-73. Exemptions. 

(a) The following shall be exempt from the licensing requirements of this division, but shall be 
subject to the other provisions hereof: 

(1) Any person under eighteen (18) years of age, when engaged in the business of being 
a transient merchant on foot in the neighborhood of his or her residence under the 
direct supervision of any school or recognized charitable organization or religious 
organization. 

(2) Any person exempt from the licensing requirements of this Chapter by virtue of 
State or Federal law. 

(3) Any person who is the duly authorized representative or agent of any church, 
charitable or labor organization, education or fraternal organization, or of any 
political group seeking funds or membership or contacting members or electors. 

(4) Any transient merchant engaging in business solely at a City-operated event or in 
association with an event authorized by a City of Marquette Special Events Permit, 
provided that all transactions are conducted solely within the confines of said 
events and that the rules and regulations of the event are observed. 

 
Sec. 12-74:12-77. Reserved.  
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Article V. Special Businesses and Activities 
 
Division I. Activities Regulated by State Law 
Sec. 12-78. Activities Regulated by State Law. 
In any case where state or federal law requires a person to obtain a municipal license prior to 
engaging in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, profession or business, the 
application and review process for said licenses will adhere to that detailed in Articles I and II of 
this chapter. 
 
Sec.12-79-12-82. Reserved. 
 
Division II. Street Performers 
Sec. 12-83. Definitions. 

(a) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 

(1) Designated public area means an area on public property designated for street 
performances. 

(2) Perform/performance means a live, public presentation or exhibition which 
includes, but is not limited to, the following activities: acting, singing, playing a 
musical instrument(s), pantomime, juggling, magic, dancing, reading aloud, 
puppetry, art demonstrations, and performing of any sort. 

(3) Performer means a person conducting activities defined as a performance under 
this article. 

 
Sec. 12-84. No licenses required, rules and regulations. 

(a) Individuals may perform in designated public areas in the city. No license is required for 
this. 

(b) Any performer operating in the city shall comply with the following: 
(1) May only locate in a designated public area, as identified by city commission 

resolution. 
(2) May only perform during hours established by city commission resolution. 
(3) A person who is under the age of 15 shall only perform when accompanied at all 

times by a responsible adult. A person who is 15 years of age or older may 
perform without a responsible adult. 

(4) A performer may request contributions or money at a performance. Contributions 
may be received in any receptable, so long as it does not interfere with the 
pedestrian passage requirements set forth in section 42-30 of this code. 

(5) May only perform if located more than ten feet from the entrance of any business, 
unless prior permission is granted by the business owner. 

(6) May only perform if located more than 50 feet from any other performer, unless 
performing together. 

(7) May only perform if located more than 100 feet from any playground or school 
while in session, unless prior permission is granted by the school administrator. 

(8) May not use any: 
i. Knife, sword, torch, flame, axe, saw, animal or other object, thing or being 

that can cause serious bodily injury to any person; 
ii. Amplification device; 
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iii. Generator, battery or any other power source that poses a fire or public 
safety hazard; 

iv. Electrical connection to an adjacent building or city power source. 
(9) The performer shall be responsible for clean-up of all litter at the performance 

site. 
(10) Must allow the public to utilize any public benches, waste receptacles or other 

street furniture during the performance. 
(11) Must not block or obstruct a curb cut. 
(12) Must allow for the free and safe movement of pedestrians in accordance with 

section 42-30 of this code. If a sufficient crowd gathers to observe a performance 
such that the passage of the public through a public area is blocked or 
obstructed, a police officer may disperse that portion of the crowd that is blocking 
or obstructing the passage of the public. 

(13) Must only perform with instruments, props, equipment, or other items the 
performer can reasonably transport or remove at one time. 

(14) May not obstruct visibility for passing motorists. 
(15) May not offer for sale or make available for a price or donation any items. 
(16) May not create excessive levels of noise, as established in section 22-30 of this 

code. 
 
Sec. 12-85. Temporary exclusion. 
The city manager or his or her designee may temporarily exclude a designated public area, due to 
road or sidewalk construction, utility maintenance, other city activity, or in the case of an 
emergency. Such designation will be based upon the determination that exclusion is necessary to 
protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 
 
Sec. 12-86-12-89. Reserved. 
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Article VI. Penalty and Appeal 
 
Sec. 12-90. Civil Infraction. 

(a) An individual who violates any portion of this chapter is responsible for a municipal civil 
infraction and subject to a fine as established by resolution of the city commission. 

(b) For the purposes of this chapter, a violation is defined as:  
(1) Any action explicitly prohibited by this code; 
(2) Any failure to perform an action explicitly required by this code; 
(3) Any action or omission that creates a condition that is: 

i. Contrary to public health, morals, safety, or welfare; 
ii. Unlawful, irregular, or fraudulent; 

iii. Beyond the scope or unauthorized by the license granted; 
iv. In violation of this code or by any rules or regulations promulgated by the 

city or state applicable to the relevant trade, profession, business, or 
permitted activity. 

 
Sec. 12-91. License revocation. 

(a) Any license issued pursuant to this chapter may be suspended or revoked by the city clerk, 
or by the issuing authority, for cause. 

(b) The term “cause,” as used in this article, shall include the doing or omitting of any act or 
permitting any condition to exist in connection with any trade, profession, business or 
privilege for which a license is granted under the provisions of this code, or upon any 
premises or facilities used in connection therewith, which act, omission or condition is: 

(1) Contrary to public health, morals, safety, or welfare; 
(2) Unlawful, irregular, or fraudulent; 
(3) Beyond the scope or unauthorized by the license granted; 
(4) In violation of this code or by any rules or regulations promulgated by the city or 

state applicable to the relevant trade, profession, business, or permitted activity. 
(c) Upon suspension or revocation of any license, the fee for said license shall not be 

refunded. 
 
Sec. 12-92. Appeal process. 

(a) Upon license revocation, the license holder shall have 14 days from the mailing of the 
written notice of revocation to appeal the decision to the city manager. The city manager 
may require additional information or act upon the appeal based upon the information 
previously supplied to the city. Should the city manager reverse the decision to revoke the 
license, the city shall immediately reinstate the license. Should the city manager affirm the 
decision, the city shall mail a written notice affirming the decision to the address for the 
license holder contained in the city's records. 

(b) Should the city manager affirm the revocation of a license, the license holder shall have 14 
days from the mailing of the written notice affirming the decision to appeal the decision to 
the city commission, by filing with the city clerk a written notice of appeal. The city 
commission shall hear the appeal at its next regularly scheduled meeting, but no sooner 
than seven days from the receipt of the appeal. The commission may confirm such 
suspension or revocation or reinstate any such license. The action taken by the 
commission shall be final. 
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SECTION 7. That this ordinance shall take effect ten days after adoption but not 
before publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________                                            _____________________ 
Jessica Hanley, Mayor     Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Date Adopted: ________________  Date Published: _______________ 
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Summary for Ordinance 25-04 Businesses and Business Licensing 
 
The proposed ordinance, Ordinance 25-04, consolidates and updates business licensing processes, introducing 
a standardized application process, clarifying license categories, and streamlining oversight. 
 
First, the ordinance repeals the following business-related chapters: 

 Chapter 6 – Amusements and Entertainments 
o This provided for theater licensing, which has been deemed to be an unnecessary licensing 

category 

 Chapter 34 – Peddlers, Solicitors and Transient Merchants 
o This activity is better defined and integrated into the new consolidated Chapter 12 (Article IV) 

 Chapter 35 – Mobile Food Vending 
o This activity is integrated into the new consolidated Chapter 12 (Article IV) 

 Chapter 50 – Vehicles for Hire 
o Taxi licensing is now regulated by state law 

 
Next, the ordinance fully replaces Chapter 12. The overall organization of the new chapter is as follows: 

 Art. I: General license regulations 

 Art. II: Standardized application process for all license types. 

 Art. III: Fixed-location businesses 
o Lodging Establishments (hotels, motels, rooming houses, B&Bs) 
o Farmers Markets 
o Sidewalk Cafes 
o Outdoor Merchandise Displays 

 Art. IV: Mobile and Temporary Businesses    
o Mobile Food Vendors 
o Transient Merchants 

 Art. V: Special Businesses and Activities 
o Street Performers (regulated, but not licensed) 
o State-regulated businesses (e.g., precious metal and secondhand dealers) 

 
The proposal changes very little in practice. Rather, it just cleans things up and organizes the processes a bit 
more cleanly. There are some small changes, however, including: 

 Sidewalk Cafes: 
o The City Manager may extend the season annually by discretion. 

 Outdoor Merchandise Displays: 
o The City Manager may extend the season annually by discretion.  
o Now permitted citywide, and not limited to just the DDA. 

 Short-Term Licenses: 
o The Commission may create seasonal or prorated licenses via resolution (anticipated primarily 

for mobile food vendors). 

 Renewal timeline    
o Allows for the implementation of an additional fee if a renewal is submitted late 

 Revocation and Appeal 
o Consolidates the appeals process. License revocation can be appealed to the city manager and 

ultimately to the city commission.  
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Ordinance 25-05: Solid Waste Collection

BACKGROUND: 
In January, the City Commission approved an amendment and extension to the City's contract with
Waste Management for curbside residential collection services. This amendment included the
transition to a fully carted collection system and provided for the curbside collection of materials to
take place during the day.

The proposed ordinance, a draft of which is attached, is intended to update regulations related to
the placement and removal of containers for solid waste collection. The proposal updates the City
Code's definition of appropriate garbage containers (Sec. 38-24) and would clarify the required
processes and timelines related to placing garbage containers curbside prior to collection and
removing them following collection (Sec. 38-21).
 
In addition to the draft ordinance, staff has attached a document showing the specific changes
being proposed.

Per City Charter, an ordinance cannot be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced. This
ordinance will appear at a future meeting for final consideration.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Move Ordinance 25-05 to the next regular meeting for consideration.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
25-05 Solid Waste Collection
Proposed Changes
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ORDINANCE #25-05 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND MARQUETTE CITY CODE 
CHAPTER 38, ARTICLE II, REGARDING SOLID WASTE 

COLLECTION 
 

INTENT 
The purpose of this ordinance is to amend Article II (Collection and Disposal) of Chapter 
38 (Solid Waste) of the Marquette City Code in order to update regulations related to 
the placement and removal of containers for solid waste collection. 
 
 
The City of Marquette Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1. That Section 38-21 be hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows: 
 
 
Sec. 38-21. Placement of containers and special materials for collection. 

(a) After 1:00 p.m. on the day preceding the scheduled garbage and/or rubbish and 
recyclables collection, residents who are making use of the curbside pickup shall 
place materials designated for collection in containers approved for that purpose. 
Such containers shall be placed in the area between the sidewalk and curb, or 
between two and eight feet from the edge of the roadway in areas where there 
are no sidewalks or curbs. These containers shall be placed in front of the 
serviced property and in a location accessible to city sanitation equipment. 
During the winter months, garbage and recyclables containers shall be placed in 
a driveway opening or some other established opening in the snowbank. 

(b) Within 12 hours after pickup, all garbage and recyclables containers shall be 
removed from the public right-of-way to a location on the owner's property.  

(c) Any household not having an able-bodied person capable of, or a neighbor 
willing to assist in, putting out the garbage for curbside pickup shall register with 
the department of public works for special consideration. Special service cannot 
be provided without registration. As situations change, type of service shall be 
reconsidered.  

(d) All owners of commercial, industrial, and institutional properties, and multifamily 
units with six or more apartments not serviced by the city collection service, shall 
provide and maintain safe, clean, on-site storage facilities for garbage and 
rubbish generated on the property. Said storage shall be located on the property 
in accordance with the provisions of the city zoning regulations, covered and 
completely screened from view from the public street, with adequate capacity to 
store the volume generated between collections. The property owner shall 
provide for collection and disposal in accordance with all applicable laws and 
regulations. All garbage shall be collected and properly disposed of at least once 
per week. The property owner shall restrict parking and provide snow removal, 
as may be necessary, to facilitate regular garbage collection.  
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(e) The city may designate disposal sites or conduct special collections for specific 
special materials. Designated special materials for such collections are to be 
placed between the sidewalk and curb, or between two and eight feet from the 
edge of the roadway in areas where there are no sidewalks or curbs. These 
special materials shall be placed in front of the owner's property in a location 
accessible to city collection equipment, and shall not be placed on the street 
right-of-way more than one week prior to the scheduled date for collection.  

  
 
 
SECTION 2. That Section 38-24 be hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows: 
 
Sec. 38-24. Garbage and rubbish containers. 
All yards, alleys, streets, vacant lots, or other spaces in the city shall be kept free from 
rubbish, special materials, and garbage, unless the same is contained in covered 
containers. All garbage and rubbish to be picked up during the scheduled garbage 
and/or rubbish and recyclables collection must be in containers designated for that 
purpose by city commission action. All containers shall be tightly closed at all times. The 
resident is responsible for damage to containers resulting from dogs, cats, rodents, etc. 
 
 
 
SECTION 3. That this ordinance shall take effect ten days after adoption but not 
before publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________                                            _____________________ 
Jessica Hanley, Mayor     Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Date Adopted: ________________  Date Published: _______________ 
 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 58 of 74



Sec. 38-21. Placement of containers and special materials for collection. 
a) Between the hours ofAfter 1:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on the day preceding the 

scheduled garbage and/or rubbish and recyclables collection, residents who are 
making use of the curbside pickup shall place materials designated for collection in 
containers approved for that purpose. their garbage and recyclables containers, or 
approved garbage bags Such containers shall be placed in the area between the 
sidewalk and curb, or between two and eight feet from the edge of the roadway in 
areas where there are no sidewalks or curbs. These containers shall be placed in 
front of the owner's serviced property and in a location accessible to city sanitation 
equipment. During the winter months, garbage and recyclables containers shall be 
placed in a driveway opening or some other established opening in the snowbank.  

b) Within 12 hours after pickup, all garbage and recyclables containers shall be 
removed out of view from the public street right-of-way to a location on the owner's 
property.  

c) Any household not having an able-bodied person capable of, or a neighbor willing to 
assist in, putting out the garbage for curbside pickup shall register with the 
department of public works for special consideration. Special service cannot be 
provided without registration. As situations change, type of service shall be 
reconsidered.  

d) All owners of commercial, industrial, and institutional properties, and multifamily 
units with six or more apartments not serviced by the city collection service, shall 
provide and maintain safe, clean, on-site storage facilities for garbage and rubbish 
generated on the property. Said storage shall be located on the property in 
accordance with the provisions of the city zoning regulations, covered and 
completely screened from view from the public street, with adequate capacity to 
store the volume generated between collections. The property owner shall provide 
for collection and disposal in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations. 
All garbage shall be collected and properly disposed of at least once per week. The 
property owner shall restrict parking and provide snow removal, as may be 
necessary, to facilitate regular garbage collection.  

e) The city may designate disposal sites or conduct special collections for specific 
special materials. Designated special materials for such collections are to be 
placed between the sidewalk and curb, or between two and eight feet from the edge 
of the roadway in areas where there are no sidewalks or curbs. These special 
materials shall be placed in front of the owner's property in a location accessible to 
city collection equipment, and shall not be placed on the street right-of-way more 
than one week prior to the scheduled date for collection.  

 
… 
 
Sec. 38-24. Garbage and rubbish containers. 
All yards, alleys, streets, vacant lots, or other spaces in the city shall be kept free from 
rubbish, special materials, and garbage, unless the same is contained in covered 
containers. All garbage and rubbish to be picked up during the scheduled garbage and/or 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 59 of 74



rubbish and recyclables collection must be in containers designated for that purpose such 
containers as required by city commission action. All containers shall be tightly closed at 
all times, and all approved garbage bags shall be properly tied. Plastic bags shall not 
exceed 30 pounds. The property ownerresident is responsible for damage to containers 
resulting from dogs, cats, rodents, etc. Any container of metal or wood with a secure lid can 
exceed the size/weight criteria, but it must be used for storage only, and at no time will be 
used as a pickup container. Storage containers placed on the right-of-way to be serviced by 
the city collection service must be lined with a city-approved garbage bag securely closed 
and tied at the top. All storage containers must be maintained in a clean, safe condition. 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Ordinance 25-06: Street Parking Restrictions

BACKGROUND: 
In January, the City Commission approved an amendment and extension to the City's contract with
Waste Management for curbside residential collection services. This amendment included the
transition to a fully carted collection system and provided for the curbside collection of materials to
take place during the day.

The proposed ordinance, a draft of which is attached, is intended to create a framework under which
the city may implement on-street parking restrictions to facilitate curbside collection during the daytime
hours.
 
The proposal establishes a system wherein the City Commission will adopt a resolution restricting
street parking in areas and during times impacted by scheduled waste collection.
 
The ordinance would also provide the ability for the Commission to approve temporary street parking
restrictions through a similar process. Additionally, it clarifies the process for establishing immediate,
short-term street parking restrictions.
 
Per City Charter, an ordinance cannot be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced. This
ordinance will appear at a future meeting for final consideration.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Move Ordinance 25-06 to the next regular meeting for consideration.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
25-06 Street Parking Restrictions
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Ordinance 25-06: Street Parking Restrictions  1 
 

ORDINANCE #25-06 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND MARQUETTE CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 46, ARTICLE III, REGARDING STREET PARKING 
RESTRICTIONS 

 
INTENT 
The purpose of this ordinance is to amend Article III (Parking, Stopping and Standing) of 
Chapter 46 (Traffic and Vehicles) of the Marquette City Code, adopting a new division 
related to street parking and adding a new infraction for violation. 
 
 
The City of Marquette Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1. That Division 1 of Article III of Chapter 46 of the Marquette City Code 
be hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
 
 
Division I. Street Parking Restrictions 
 
Sec. 46-46. Restrictions during waste collection. 

(a) Parking may be restricted on public streets in connection with scheduled 
garbage, rubbish and recycling collections in the city. Such restrictions shall be 
established by resolution of the city commission. No person shall park a vehicle 
upon a public street in violation of such restrictions. 

(b) The department of public works shall publish on the city’s website a map or 
description of collection areas, the public streets within each area, and the days 
of the week when collection is scheduled. 

(c) The department of public works may cause informational signs to be posted 
throughout the city providing notice of this section and the applicable collection 
schedule for each area. 

 
Sec. 46-47. Temporary restrictions. 

(a) Upon joint recommendation of the chief of police and city manager, the city 
commission may by resolution establish temporary parking restrictions on any 
public street for a duration of more than two weeks but less than six months. 

(b) Upon implementation, the city shall publish on its website the location, duration, 
and reason for the restriction. 

 
Sec. 46-48. Immediate restrictions. 

(a) The chief of police, in consultation with the city manager, may implement 
immediate parking restrictions on any public street for a duration not to exceed 
two weeks. 

(b) Upon implementation, the city shall publish on its website the location, duration, 
and reason for the restriction. 

(c) Temporary “No Parking” signage shall be posted at the location of the restriction. 
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Ordinance 25-06: Street Parking Restrictions  2 
 

 
Sec. 46-49. Parking permits. 

(a) The police department may, in its sole discretion, issue a special parking permit 
to any person, firm, partnership, association, or corporation, allowing parking on 
a public street where it would otherwise be prohibited by this chapter. 

 
 
SECTION 2. That Sec. 46-67 of Division 2 of Article III of Chapter 46 of the 
Marquette City Code be hereby amended to include a new item 35, as follows: 
 

(35) Parking a vehicle in violation of any restriction established under the provisions 
of Division 1 of this article. 

 
 
SECTION 3. That this ordinance shall take effect ten days after adoption but not 
before publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________                                            _____________________ 
Jessica Hanley, Mayor     Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Date Adopted: ________________  Date Published: _______________ 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Proclamation - Frontline Worker Appreciation Month

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Proclamation
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Proclamation 

Frontline Worker Appreciation Month 
 

 WHEREAS, frontline workers are the builders of our community, exercising curiosity, 

compassion, courage, and creativity to provide essential services that ensure the safety, health, and 

education of our residents; and  

 

 WHEREAS, over nine million healthcare workers across the United States serve in 

hospitals, clinics, and long-term care facilities, often placing themselves at risk to provide 

lifesaving care; and 

 

 WHEREAS, firefighters respond to an estimated 36 million emergency calls each year, 

over 800,000 sworn law enforcement officers nationwide work tirelessly to uphold the law and 

ensure public safety, and emergency medical services (EMS) personnel respond to more than 240 

million calls annually; and 

 

 WHEREAS, teachers dedicate their careers to shaping the future of our communities, with 

over 3.7 million educators in the U.S. providing knowledge and guidance to our youth; and  

 

 WHEREAS, frontline workers embody the essence of builders - flexible thinkers and 

constructive problem solvers who respect the dignity of all people - by dedicating themselves to 

overcoming challenges and uniting communities. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and City Commission of the City of Marquette hereby 

proclaim the month of May as Frontline Worker Appreciation Month in the City of Marquette, 

Michigan, and encourage all residents to join in recognizing and honoring the heroic contributions 

of our healthcare workers, firefighters, law enforcement officers, EMS personnel and teachers. 

 

DATED this 28th day of April, 2025. 

      

             

      Jessica Hanley, Mayor 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

Consent Agenda - Roll Call Vote
Proclamation - National Small Business Week

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Proclamation
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Proclamation 

National Small Business Week 
 

 WHEREAS, small businesses are the backbone of our economy, employing the majority 

of our citizens and contributing to the growth and prosperity of our community; and  

 

 WHEREAS, National Small Business Week is an annual celebration of the entrepreneurial 

spirit and contributions of small businesses across the country; and 

 

 WHEREAS, we are committed to promoting the growth and success of small businesses 

in our city by providing them with the resources and support they need to thrive; and 

 

 WHEREAS, we call upon all citizens to recognize the contributions of small businesses 

to our economy and to support them by shopping locally, eating at local restaurants, and utilizing 

local services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, we also call upon local governments and business communities to work 

together to create initiatives and programs that will help small businesses in cities succeed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Marquette supports and joins in this national effort to recognize 

the contributions of small businesses to the American economy and their importance to ensuring 

that our local communities remain as vibrant tomorrow as they are today.   

  

 NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and City Commission of the City of Marquette hereby 

proclaim the week of May 4-10, 2025, as National Small Business Week in the City of Marquette, 

Michigan, and encourage all residents to support small businesses and celebrate their many 

achievements. 

 

DATED this 28th day of April, 2025. 

      

             

      Jessica Hanley, Mayor 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 4/28/2025

New Business
Request to Purchase City-owned Property - Portion of McClellan Avenue Parcel -

Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
The City of Marquette has been approached by the Marquette Golf Club with an offer to purchase
a portion of City-owned surplus property (parcel 0515550) to assist with the development of a new
clubhouse. This is a large property that includes an old ballfield and currently houses the City
Rubbish drop-off site. However, the Club is only interested in obtaining 14 acres west of Pioneer
Road, leaving the City service area intact.
 
Per City policy, the City Commission may authorize the City Manager to enter into negotiations to
a final purchase agreement. The Club will be responsible for obtaining a survey identifying the
exact property lines they are interested in acquiring, an appraisal of this surveyed property to
determine the value, and any necessary environmental evaluations of the land.
 
If the Commission directs the City Manager to enter into negotiations, and if negotiations are
successful, a final resolution of sale will be presented for consideration at a future City
Commission meeting.
 
The Noquemanon Trail Network has also provided a letter of support for this proposed sale.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Authorize the City Manager to negotiate the sale of a portion of parcel 0515550, and authorize the
Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Resolution.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Resolution
MGC Letter
NTN Letter of Support
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Resolution of Intent to Sell 

WHEREAS, the Marquette Golf Club has submitted an offer to purchase real property 
owned by the City of Marquette (a portion of Parcel 0515550 – “Parcel”) as outlined in 
the attached letter of intent received April 14, 2025; and,  

WHEREAS, the City of Marquette has adopted an ordinance to provide for the sale of 
property.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Marquette hereby authorizes the City 
Manager to direct the sale of the Parcel, subject to the following:  

1. The value of the Parcel shall be determined in writing by a State Certified or 
Licensed Real Estate Appraiser at the cost of the purchaser;  

2. The boundaries of the Parcel shall be surveyed and determined by a licensed 
Surveyor at the cost of the purchaser; 

Adopted this 28th Day of April 2025 

 

____________________________ 

Jessica Hanley , Mayor 

 

____________________________ 

Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
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