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Marquette Fire Department 
Attn: Jeff Fossitt – Fire Marshal 
418 S. Third ST 
Marquette, MI 49855 
 
January 9, 2025 
 
RE: 308 S. Fifth Street Garage 
 
Mr. Fossitt: 
 
I visited the property at 308 South Fifth Street today to provide an opinion on the structural 
safety of the garage behind the residence. The existing structure is a wood framed storage 
building, approximately 20 feet in each dimension. This opinion is based on a visual 
inspection of the structure from the exterior, including the interior portions visible through 
the large hole in the east wall. 
 
Approximately 50 percent of the east wall of the structure is open. It appears this was 
originally constructed as a load bearing wall supporting the roof rafters and collar ties. Due to 
the missing piece of the wall, there is no structural support for the roof rafters or collar ties 
on that portion of the building, with a noticeable sag in the roof. As the collar ties are not 
functional both the east and west walls are spreading at the top as the roof is dropping. 
 
The remaining wall studs and roof rafters are in poor condition. There is extensive rot and 
charring from previous fire damage on the remaining material. Much of the wood framing 
that could be observed has rotted to an extent to significantly reduce its structural capacity. It 
appears the wall is built on a heavy timber sill that has rotated out from its original position, 
and the bottom of the wall studs have been partially pushed off that supporting timber. 
 
Due to the extent of structural damage, I would not consider this structure safe to occupy. 
Based on the extensive decay and damage, it does not appear it would be economically 
feasible to repair the structure as much of the material would need to be removed and 
replaced. The cost to do this would likely exceed the replacement value of the structure. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard Uren RA 
Architect – Owner 
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1 - Exterior of structure 

 
2 - Unsupported roof framing 
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3 - Charred roof framing 

 

 
4 - Rotted wood framing 
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5 - Sill rotated out of position 

 

 
6 - West wall bowing out due to collar tie failure 
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                            MARQUETTE CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Fire Chief                           Fire Marshal                            Rental Inspector                   Administrative Assistant 

     Ian Davis                              Jeff Fossitt                              Brian Anderson                           Jen Jakubowski                                                            
                                                    906-225-8941                                       906-225-8999                                                          906-225-8596 

                                    

                                            

 

        CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 

418 South Third St. 

Marquette, MI 49855 

fire@marquettemi.gov 

01-09-25 
 
Charles Morrison 
308 S Fifth Street 
Marquette, MI, 49855 
 
On 1-9-25 at approximately 10:00AM, an Administrative Search Warrant was executed at 308 S. Fifth Street Marquette 
Michigan. The purpose of the Administrative Search Warrant is to determine the structural integrity of the garage per 
the International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) 2021, Section 111. 
 
It has been determined by Structural Engineer Richard Uren that the structure is not safe to enter or use for any 
purpose. Please see attached structural assessment. 
 
I have posted the garage as “Condemned” Due to the extent of structural damage of the garage. Zoning Technician Eric 
Paupore was present during the search due to open Zoning enforcement at this property.  
 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at (906)225-8941. 
 

 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jeff Fossitt 

 
Fire Marshal 
Marquette Fire Department 
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